- -

- .._;'_"I'. T
. 4

-..;-,Fl:pzr-'l—""‘ - -

! L1tracy and Educauon*

. 2T Alm Imran e

' Ekram Kabir's article un htv evén’ cundem’nab]e But ‘who
eracy and education’ ‘published .  -cares? Likewise the children of
, 26 March. 1999 is in reference.’ - '"drivers and peons are also not
" The writer deserves thanks for, - “welcomed. Of couirse exceptions
his thuughtful article on such a'i are there. But by and large the
. vital issue as he, triedrto ideritifyr ™'above is the practicé. Further
. some of the anomalies.includ- % L-‘ even -if the admission is.made

y ing dlscrimmatiﬂn*which are a . * open for such students, they are
great hindrance {in educa- suppused ‘to ~'be- elimi-’
tion/literacy, and,though his nated/screened out at the pré-:|
observations are very compre- . test for the, reasnns sf"f.ed u:a:'au‘-"I
' hensive, yet. 1 feel like sharing ler: -
}: my views. ~hese anumalies a_ntl dls-
. . Anomalies are there, 1:.~1=:cau.15&ll ' criminatiuns are great hurdles
. there are cvarious forms- of towards ‘expansion _and prolif-
" education programmes .in = eration of education® andp mak- |
mgue The ones worth mention- - ing it universal.*These therefore
t % are — formal. non-formal,*if. have™to be removed/narrowed
nfo

rmal, private, government, .as far as possible. The different

ur -"'"‘"

madrasah, maktab vernacular,. forms of education systems |

English medium, quasi -English ; ¢ should-be giveni an integrated
i medium cadet cullege ‘efc. j_fﬂrm at least at secondary and
; ther, there are also systems 5 whigher secondary levels. "
l within the systems. - wwns' = »= «' The Madrasa-education sys-
As regards discrimination™ tem should continiie accommo-
;. the glaring ones are that in the .f dating some of-the main sub- .
| so-called. good schools., Chil- jects of general;education so
+dren are mostly taken‘on®a that, the gap that now exists
. highly competitive basis where .. #shuuld ibe down-sized -and
" gnly the children of the rich *equality’ ensured: Conversely
Yand the elite are mostly the * the general education should
I beneficiaries. This is because ~ accommodate some of the main .

; these people can-afford to ar- rsubjects of thenlugy -0 “that_ {

range ‘pre-test coaching at high . when one passes out, ‘he does .
rates by empluﬁmg private . tu- " not become only an economic
tors — not one; but several. And it man rather an -Allah-fearing -

.‘!

‘child of this class can improve two systéms ensuring equal-op-

- tests defeating the poor but mer- t_‘iun T - R
itorious students who can't af-- — o v —
: ford special coaching. Of course *=-- 1 ‘The "other wa}r dlscrimlna-
* exceptional poor children.at tiun may ‘be eliminated is to do’
- times bit the rich but they are _~"away with all the cadet colleges
too few to make any impact. - and replace it “by nnrmal
- This is more true in case of sr:hunlsﬁ:nileges fur by doin

_as such even the average calibre -man. This will Harmdriise 'the .|

his or her efliciency and skills: " portiinity for all to-go for higher. {
to pass the pre-test/admission - .education. without discrirmnan. =

| cadet college admission test. A so nearly - 100 more norma
random survey would suggest schools/colleges can be run’
that nearly B(g, per cent:of-t8e ~~with the money and resources
) children nf the Elitﬂ find ,their which are now spent on 10 cadet
way Into such sop histicated in- - ” ml]eges However, -If cadet col-
- stitutions.. Where they: nor- ‘}leges are.desiredSit should be.:
_ mally do well, but not very well, “run by the private sector, the
{ if we take the cost benefit ratio =way: the pnvate universities are
i into consideration. ;For exam- {# runned.. Atileast the govern-
ple cadets secure. tcg) posifions.,’ ment will he relieved ol main- .
' So do the children from normal taining this white elephant on .
non-cadet school/colleges. But: ~#the one hand while oppﬂrtunjty
* the former do good after an ex- '  for the*majority will be created,
+ penditure of around ten‘timesy, 1i‘ignr.m the other. The simple for- -
more than what is done on a ,” mula‘is: the more schools, the :
] normal nornt-cadet student. . £ “smore the education will come
Viewed in this context, the, & f into- operation. |
discrimination would seem to” ' § . Non-formal" educatmn may
be incredible and almost a lux- ' also.continue for the illiterate
tury for a poor country ‘like * with ado pting a system so “that .
Bangladesh. O 3 r T¢- after some 'literacy lessons.

- The other discrimination is™ they-¢an find their way into the +
in relation to admission of the formal system and therefore
wards of the Fnﬂr class of peo- . can go for higher education.
iple, particularly  in . private * * Thus a uniform system of edu-

j schools. There are kniown cases. .cation, if it could be designed,. :

where the children of“poor ~# will cause, within the shortest
fguardians are. disallowed ad-* possible time,”the literacy rate -
-mission with the lame excuse 'to fncrease-and the target of the -
Lthat such children would puI- "government’ to ensure Educa- -
lute the school atmospheré.” -tion for All' by the” early next

Thls is nnt nnly unfortunaté but’ century may be achieved. E
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