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-Ever since her emergence. as
an independent sovereign state,

Bangladesh true to her policy of -

peace is endeavouring to contri-

bute her mite. to the achievement -

'nf regional . and international

ace. And in so doing, while .
ﬁ:r relations - with every other -

tion are growing stronger day-
hgl;-dﬂ}’, she has also identified

erself with the Islamic world. o
i\:E’xpa.rt from supporting the Arab
.cause and Pelestinians’ legitimate
r:ghts her efforts towards bring-
Eng closer econonﬂc cooperatinn“ ,

emong the Muslim countries in

imalcy and peace urgently requir-
‘ed for the progress and prosperity

of the people—his recently .con-

cluded visit to the United Arab

-; Emirates has further strengthen-
fed -the existing relations between .
{the two countries, Enriched with

ithe brotherly spirit, it is certain
to create greater soclo-economic
and political impact for the benefit
iof the whole Islamic worlds

Besides bilateral - is‘Sues' 're-,
lgional . and international matters -

and political, - economic . and cul-
tural. issues, the talks. between
[President Zia and UAE President
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan -Al-
_ Nahyan in Abu Dhabi also cover-
ed vital subjects like UAE ﬁnan
cial assistance in overcoming

Bangladesh's debt llabilities, pros-
pect of joint ventures in industrl- -
al, shipping and other fields and
expansion of econcrmic coopera-,

tion between the . two countries, -

It is heartening that the United
Arab Emirates hag assured to
extend all possible aid to Bangla—
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desh -and " indicated 'lts wiﬂingness-

to participate in joint ventures -in
agricultural industrial and com-
munication sectorsp ‘And the two
countries have signed an agreg-

ment on education, culture, infor-
mation, arts and science.q The ob- -

jective of this agreement Is to

encourage exchange oOf teachers,

* e sy

_research scholars scientists and
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all fields are noteworthy:. While
President Ziaur Rahman’s earlier
isubcontinental visits have opened
Jthe gateway for closer coopera-
tion among the countries in the
iregion—the cooperation so impor- -
tant for the achievement of nor-.

- mined o
‘these relations and thereby pro- . .

e ——

"other experts, artists and printed
matters and documents, and neces- -

~sary information in- the fields of

study in academic institutions and
adult teaching as may be mutua.lly
agreed upon, While promotion n of
education in all respects has been
emphaslsed, the agreement also -

providés for estalﬂ:ﬂ:o'l};hment of
‘cultural centres ete.c. -

Politically, having similarity

“of views on issues both regional
and international, the two coun-

tries have agreed to cooperate in
strengthening solidarity - among -
the Islamic countries, It is in the
interest of the Islamic world that
they must cooperate in economic |

" fields. What is more important in
- this context - is that President

Zigur Rahman has aptly reiterat-
ed in unequivocal terms Bangla-

o desh’s commitment to establish
. ‘peace and stability in the region

and her desue to have ' it free

r"frcm big or small power Trivalries.

Having - close and friendly rela-
tions with. brotherly peoples . of
the Arab world and the countries

“*of the Gulf region, the President

reaffirmed—Bangladesh is deter-
to rapidly consolidate

mote Islamic. solidarity. He also
said ‘we believe that a just and

| 'pe'rmane_nt" solution of the Middle . -

East problem can only be achiev-

ed on ‘the basis of a complete
- Israeli withdrawal from all occupi-

ed territorfes, including Jeru-
salem, and recognition of the -

- rights of the Palestinians’.

And so far Bangladesh is°

. concerned, an expose of her two-
“year and five-year plans and her

socio—econonﬂc deve10pments has

‘been given. There is an enormous
- possibility of cooperation in the- -

fields of trade - and commerce, -
ecbnamic -collaboration, culture

. and arts.- ‘Reciprocating the warm:
. 'feehngs *and*‘sentimeént” -0f - the>
© - UAE government and people, we

stress the importance of coopera- .
tion between Bangladesh and

UAE for the achievement of eco-

nomic development and peace so

hvital to the progress and pros-
' perity of the two countries as

well as to the solidarity of the
Islamic world. | / /




