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Yo promote its foreign palicy objectives,

policy and what he thinks should be its fundamental

o r“_-—-.p-m
A country's foreign- policy is|
- not formulated in a vacuum,

The foreign policy 2nd its goals
are shaped Ly geo-political fac-

‘tors, search for security, needs

for econonii: assistance, promc-

‘tion of the country's ideology

ang  rational interests. It is a
fundamental rule of Interns.

"tional ‘politics that. every rsoun.

try tries to maximise the bence-
fits and mirimise tha adverse
eliects ¢f any particular Inter<
aational environment,

- A country like Bangladesh

-can only react i, but not act
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on any major international is-
sue, Tangladesh, therefore, has

|

to cumbine ils military strength-

with “‘constructive diplomacy”

'~ in order to premofe its foreign.
- policy objectives, What are or

what should - ke _Bangladesh's

- foreign policy objectives? I

consider the following as funda-

‘menial goals ¢f Bangladesh for
-.eign policy :

-

({) To maintain its independ.
ence ani. territorial integrity.
Very few countries of the world
have sacrificed so many humesn
Mives for the achiavement of In-
dependence ss Bangladesh did.
Any dent In its territmial in-

tegrily and sovereignty will not
he tolerated by the pecple of
Bangladesh. The prime goal of
Bangladesh foreign policy, thére-

| ‘fore, is to seek scourity against

any threa! to its. independence,
sovefelgnty and territorial in-

egrity. | . |
. {2) Bangladesh is one of tha

goals -

world. Thanks to thas centuries
of niglect and.expleitation, first
‘ander the British ¢alonial rule,
then “under a neo-colonial sys-
tem” of nearly two and half de-
tades, Ranglodesh needs econg-

mic help wnd assistance to car-
Iy out its gigavlic pregramme
of improving echnomle condi-

tlons of its people. The present
Government has vigorously ap-
Pled itself to the task of eco-
nomic development. I order tao

carty this smbitious and legitie
mals programme Banglidesh
woulld scek economic assistance

from. 2ny quarter without pcli-
tical strings or condition affect-
Ing its national self-respect,

t3) Bangladesh: is based on
the ideals and ideoclogy of Fang-
ladeshi naticnalism and its Spl=
ritual hentage viz, the teaching

and ideals of Islam.

What are the diplomatic op-
tlons »nd alternatives for Bang-
Tadesh 10.socure these fundas
mental objectives of ity foreign

policy ? To my mind the raticn.
3le .of Bangladesh constructive
diploniacy and foreign policy
shoula be tased on the follow-
ing -~. -

developing countries of the . (1) It should-maintain friend.
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.. . G g ith “constructive diplomacy
esh, therefore, has to combine its military strength wi 6 o ~ :

ly-ﬁnd' cioser relations: with its
immediate reighbours, such ag'

India, Prkiston, Eri Lanka,
Burma, Nepal as well as coult- |
tries of Scuik-East Asia. Meano

ingful co-operation with Asiun “
- nejighbours particvlarly in eco-

nomic wpliere, is highly desir.
able and nezded for Barngladesh,

- & We yre bound with the |
ccurtries of the Muslim world !
By our cultural and spiritusl ;
heritage. This link springs from
tha age-old bonds bused on our
cultural, religions and spiritual
legacy. Nothing can break this

“link, It is, therefore, encotrag.

g . to see that Bangladesh is

" €eveloping its relation with the |

countries of the Muslira world ;
rapidly and in constractive
ways. President Zia has Jone
Cor-siderable progress in ach=
ieving the goal of closer co.ope-
ratlon with the Muslim coun«
tries, This goal should be pup!

- Sued consistently and porsise]

fdnt!!. |
Major Powers and '

Bangladesh: |

AS pointed out earlier, a dr.!-,ﬁ
velcring country like Bangla-
flesh can only react :te but not
act on any major internstional
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. problems which arg __largely

shared by the major powers.
The two super powers {(USA

and USSR) #nd the emerging
Asian great power, China may
be regarded as the main actors

of Internatiornl politics. Induse

trialised nations of Western Fu-

rope and Japan are glso two
impartant centrés of contempo-

 Fafy warld politics. Bi-polarity
of power based on the cold war.

of two super powers, TUnited
States and USSR hes gone and
a multipolar world hag emerg-

’ B:rgladesh has to. éunduct its
in the.contempo- -

foreign pclicy
rary multi-polarsworld. We must
make all endeavours to promote
meaningful relations with thren
major powers — USA, USSR

‘end China. To maintain simul-

taneous geod -ml:_atinnship with
Washington and Peking is no

| longer a problem. In" fauct i

may be conduciva {0 our nae
tiunal interests. So Banpladesh

should make every €ffort to dew -

velop closer and friendly rela.
tionship with the TTnited States
angd China, .China has :lready

responded {o President Zia'g'
growing - wors,
ey

iniliatives wi rmly. The

co-operation in all Spketres bc-t-_;
ween China and Bangladeth has’
of’

becomo  cardinel feature

Bangladesh, foreign pelicy, It ig
& healthy development and  tho

rrocess should be continued vi-
gorously- and sincerely, -

Thanks to the growmg Singe
Soviet conflict, it is becoming

difficult fotr the countries of the
Third World to malntain simyl-

' taneous good relation with Mos- |

cow and Peking. Japans cur-

rent diffeulties in having a fri-

endship trealy with China,

Whith Is not directod against
any third country, is an exam-
ple of such d*ﬂcul_tiea y
The foreign policy makers in
Bangladesh should maintain
“genniine” non-alignment in any
big power politics. While friend-
ship with China has been high-

ly kencficis] to Bangladesh, wa
must not give unnecessary pro-

woestion to sny major power,
neiiker China would want us to-

do so. 'I'here_fure. Bangiladesh

L

should try to maintain good re-|

lationship with other major po-
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