‘Brad’fo'ru Univei:é'ity’s first Vice-Chancellor has

Just retired. Chnstﬁpher Grifhin-Beale talks to.

‘Dr E G: Edwards whose efforts to fmcl a human
face fora. hechn(}logmal world resulted in ‘
%adennc Moy Eftlons which receiveu wicle acclaln‘

humain factor

L. the twelve Yesrs since
its transformation fram a col-
lege of advanced technology,
.Bradford Ur.:wersitv jhas had
its shiare of recognitign, sames
'fimes for ndustrial and tech-
mological relevance, SOMCILAINES
ifor outstanding academic in-
novations such as Péace Stu-
dJes. But there has been litila
cumparable public aciﬂarn for.
131' EIG. Edwards gie  farst
x"'cﬂ Cha!*cﬂllbr . w"‘m
Lat week

I Althnugh Edwards: may not’
ibe a nationzly-known’ figure

1

“he is probably better known {:-
fhis own, students thaft any of
iﬂ:t-m Bradford students <were
-often surprised to dispover the
jstucky r.ffable W&mmn drink-
fing a} their hat, or jaining the
I Universiy :rughy teiym on ils
coach to.awsy matcheq This re-
flected his sympatby with stu-
‘dents but never diminished his
lauthority. A co}league vnee dese
cribed himm sy “a chémist by
'ptraming but-a Vice-Chancelior
by inclination. His pickname
'Red  Ted is hoth affectionate
‘end historicelly accurate. He
J:ﬂmed the Cormmunist Par*y in
ithe late thirties whenjit soem-
‘ed to him the only orgmnisaticn
'taking a stend against]¥Fascism,
“was active in the Science for
1P&EIE‘EI group with Bernal, and
'lingered uniil 1956, i

He shared the furious indig-
‘nation of youth, His father was
& -militant smpwnght in the
‘Gays when you had: to; pay the
foreman a week's wag;.: to pet.
work. His father : ﬂed btk
‘schieved the szme affedi by hcl-
‘ding o foremen over the side of
& ship.

Edwards volunteered:to fignt
in’'Spain with the International
iBﬁgaﬂe; but was not xent: he
neither had military q training
nor, then a party cardjHte won
a scholarship to grarvaner scliool
lend went on to Cardifft College
iof Technology rather than umi-
~versity wlich he agsocidled
with. his- sixth - formy _
speing of the public schogl. In
‘addition the coliege had .an ins-
'piring chemistry teacher, ‘aca-
|demically far more :distinguish-
ed than his Cardiff .university
icounterparts, Edwands eventual-
1y. to0ok external London deg-
rees, including a P, I;

By the tlme War cimﬂ le

. and then
gmd to_turr down at the ave. -

relired ¥ of '39. However teuc'hmg £OTie

and iis

. [

0 B ety nrrfs

Was s jechurer at Nﬂtﬂﬂglmm
University, After- war-work
with ICI he was encouraged to
stay, even though ~ his politics
were deplored. But the cﬁer of

- & departmental headship ai the

Royal Technical College. in Sal-
ford which has since paralleled
Bradford’s davelopment into a
college of sdvanced technology
wivers:tly, was tco

mltments for most of a decada
had left . him insufficient re-

'search't‘me to Xkeep up in hig
‘like some of his counterparis, -

subject and Le decided to move
over irto afdministration. After
three years as & principal in
Liverpool, e became principal
at Bradford when it Lecame a
college of edvanced technulogy
in 1957, . .

Bradford’s transition iuto a
universily extended the ap-
proach Bdwerds had already

been  encouraging. . For &

technological ouniversity reigs
varice could simply imply. a2
clase correlation between tivec -

Ty and practice in its courses-

indeed 80 per cent of itz under-
graduates, even some of those
sludying  literature, are oa

some kind of sandwich course.
But Edwards hss strived for

courses that confront students
with the indications as well as

the applicationg of their discip-.

line and this involves {ar more
than iechnology.

- Edwards insisted Wpon a Ro-

val, bui crucial addition to the

eonvenlional aim in the univer«

‘sity’s charter "the advancement

of learning &nd knowledge” -—
“ihe application of knowledge
“to human welfare.”

you ask him what he IS mos¥
proud of at Bradford, it is the
university’s attempis to give &
‘human face te a technological
world. Indeed he reckons that
the university’s «turse in the
applied -humsnities
the most reievant of its coniri-
‘butions.

Peace Studies, - Bradiord’s
miost celebrated  Innovation,
spreng from zn initiative by the
Quakers — the pro Vicée-Chan-
cellor, Robert MacKiniay js him
£elf a Quaker — and it has Ed-
wiards’ fervent support.

Edwards corsiders Peace Stu-
dies as praclical &5 engineoy-
ing. “People have to-agree to-

thsn Bnnst‘ Bmdm‘rs (HF

And. ‘when

may - prove

-

geﬂ'ler to co- nperate otherwise
ithe tight,’and -they can never
agree unless they' accept they
are equally important. Peace
Studies is about what helps or
hinders people to agree.”

As technology becomes maore
cornplex, it invoives an incrcaz
ing proportion of social serence
given the humen and sorial pro-

- dustrialfajlures st British: 1ey-

to do with engineering, but are
caused b ymsnagement and hii-
man reistion problems,
delighted that. engineers on the
operations management c¢oursa
voluntarily asked for moral phi-

Insophy gemsdnars “not as some
kind of cullurzl garnisi;, bit as
. & practical part of their traic-
" Ing” But such an emphasis does
not merely make griduates
Inore socielly aware: they are
more employable too. Graduates
on the industrial t{ochinology
courss, which involves
cent soctal sclence, zre getﬂng
‘better jobs then the university’s
engmaering gracduates, although
- generally  Bradford graduates
- fare well with only half the na-
tional average for graduate -un-
employmemnt,

Edwards has trenchant - views
about the Humanities, Ee dep-
lores the academic “voyeurisin”
of some. literary or historical
studies, attemptin gto study iite-
reture. without an idea on how
culture affects f(or doesn’t al-
fect) peopile “or talking about
Tdistoy who depicts great socizal
thanges. when you have no ju-
‘tenfion of participaling in- acy
such changes yoursell.” A new
four-year snrdwich course in
Interdisciplinary Human Studies
involves sociology, philosophy
hterature snd social psycholagy.

Sufh,clear and controversial
pm'mes ‘inevitably pruv“ﬂked
some academic opposition which
¥dwards combatted — ~— with
uncompromising determination
and sophisticated political skill,
One senior colleague said =&
polifical scientist would give
him few marks, 'for he pushed
ahead without always waiting
for a'consensus of - academic
ﬂpmnm., bui a management ex-
perf would give him very high

marks as an acadeniic entrepre- 100,000 pourid thoiigh this is onl;

- one per r:ent f]the _,
suthoritarisn - pe , university s

neur who gets things done.
Ironiczlly, this
streak w=asg reserved for faculiv

i-

dep '

blems it peses, He belicves in-* -

Jland er. Run‘s-‘mycr: have littla

. Ha is -

44 per

lores .the charging of any fces §
but that is oo big- an issue for
Bradford to tackle unilateraily)
and Edwards sees it as an issue

of principle, threatening the in.:
ternational free-trade in ideag
tipon which universities depend.

But “moral principles are in-]

tensely practical things™ - Fc

Ieiﬁn research - siudents, he Al

gues, will naturally tend:to fa-)

Fvuur the naticnal industry eyl

know when subsequently plaé-}
mg export orders.
He believes the prauhcal

value of lmwersmes Is neitlies

| } sufficiently appreciated nor.ex

. ments. Fdwards will alse attend

=i el M e ey, i

Ploited and in retirement he
will write a book about the fu-
ture of universities.

His resesrch shows that, des-}
.pits Robbins and oiher indlgen-

' ous policies. Englond has fol-
i lowed the sama patltern of ex-
" pansion as other Western coun-
' tries throughout this century .. 3
except that it has remajnd sevee}
ral decades behind thein in the
pementage of its age-group in;
Ligher ecucotion. He argues fo;!
positive action. to «a-nr:u::tur.a,g.*ﬂ1
b turther anersit expansion
enc create 2 “high demand high
supply” economy in higher edu-
cation, coupled with reforms .in
universities and with an. £C0ncs |

. mic policy guaranteeing jnbs Iur

, the new graduates. : i

| Alongside Lis statistical a:gu

to the philosophicsl discussior

' about the relationship between

| knowledge- anMaIUﬁ.' Ard s0].

_in retirementyhe will continue
the synthesi§ -belween pracnce
and principle he nurtured w 21
Years, -at radford. .

Hé . fuucified lus emphaais

upgn the “applied hu:maniue:" '

when he gave a farewell address
to Universily Court. “A sclue
tion of the technical and econo-
mic ,problems that face us, un»
less it #s-penetrated and ilhmmi .
nated by a-vision of justice, of
the gualily of ‘human life, of an
end to the puclear terror that
overhangs us »1l, would nut
merely be immorzal it would be]
practical _nonsense. A single|
curge of sceial unrest can des}
tray the technical and economic
achicvements of many generg-
tions. We have to Iind 3 human
face for a technological world.”}

ey

h 1

students fﬂﬁﬂd }ﬂm #n musuaﬁy
mnmlxatnry, ‘considerate : DEEO=
tiator,  Past:Presidents of ‘tz.e
studenis’ union - ‘remember. hif
with unusually uniform re.apev:!is;
and affections.’” .,

Underlying “zll thig was e
conviction t.hat students and fa-
culty were equally importiant.
Hea recognised the need not e
reglect students academicaliy,
the “pmmncrus“ =effeets ~of T any
oV er-riehance iupon -+ lecturs
system, which - detracted’ frota
the direct contact between stu-
dent and tutcr. “the guts of tha
business.” -"In student politics,
he further confounded conven-
tional expectations in 1969 when

"the student president “demand-

ed” that students have'three
Flaces on senate. “But I was;
proposing tc  offer you nine,”
Edwards replied. He zdvocated
student participation long be:
fore other vice-chancellers were.

prepared, grudingly, to concede
it, even under duress.

He inserted a revolutionary
clause in the draft charter, of-
fering a student place on'the
university council., Wamed that
The University Grants Commit-

‘tee would never allow if, tie

chairman of the college nanage-
ment committee asked what
UGC was. When Edwards #x°
plained it 'was London-based, the
chairman said, “lLondon _woi't

‘dictate to Bradford” and insist-

exi the clause remain, - even
though it delayed the charterﬁ
acceptance bysome months 3nd
and only. allowed o nihe expii-
¢it- undetstznding  that ir did
create a national precedent. |

' Hradi‘nrd 5" Iune stand over {
decade against ‘the rmsmg uf
overseas student fees is further
confirmation of Edwards's poii-
tleal will"and skill. The policy

‘he opposes was ﬂtst ntroduced

in 1967 by. ; ‘Government
whose Prime E1"-{[1111!ar;'.it-'.-r ‘Harold
Wilson, was the tmwermty’s
Chancelior. - 4 '

When thej Univetﬂty Ccmncd
was wamed itIshould not con-
tradict nationallpolicy, Edwards
reminded {themlthetthey alone
had the ultimate¥ responsibility|.
for determining?Bradford fees.
They suppnr'ted“fr “him .then and
still do at a

current~ cost of;

ineome,
Bradfnrd has steadfasﬂy dlﬂf"r
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