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UNIVERSAL primaty educa-

tion has a surdval value’

for Bangladesh. Without this,
the nation will be heading to-
ward a serious food shortage
for her 80 million paople with
2.8 ver cent vearlv population
Rrowth rate in a land of only
35 thousand square nfles, The
is agri-
remain
so in future, However] now we
are importing 1.5 million tons
-of food-grains per yepr. We
imported 2.5 million fons of
god-grains some vears back,
- decrease in the -~ import
rate_has been made possible
by the introduction of scienti-
fic cultivation, |
It is estimated that only 15
per cent of the cultivable land
in Bangladesh is ~cultivated
scientifically. It als6 is estimat
ed that a 25 per cent jncrease
in the input expenditpire will
result in 100 per cent gncrease

. in the output. The people who

own the land have not enough
labour of their own., Tyadition
bound they are reluctant to in
vest more money for the fear
of  natural calamities. They

. €an earn their liveli by
cultivating vportion of their
land in a scientific way keep-
in
difinna! cultivation. evey thou-

. ®h about 50 per cent of our
rural population do nol have
more than -one-third of an acre
for cultivation -

. - Bangladesh hag enough culti
vable land and necessary bour
potential to produce sufficient
food for her " milli-
on people. But  the
lang_ig so long under-u,‘uéhfg
and- her manpower -polen
has not been ulilized for want
f an appropriate dducational
gystem,

' Perhaps it is time for tentral -

government to empower local
government agencies tg L:Lder
§. . take universal primary ca-
- 10N as their mgin Programme
To make education free in
€VEry respect, each villaga will
raise money through ] tax
es. The maln source of tay
will be the lande¢ pro
'I}'lh: landﬂwnmkcuhtr wi
the tax or make a

of their land available Eﬂo vill
age co-operative cultiva
nder this arrangement
co-operatives wouid pay: |
taxes as well as a reasommble
rental {o the landowners

the use of their lands. We
should make village-life atjrac
tive in the matter of hetter’live
lihood, Vlﬂrge co-operatives
would recelve tachnical help
and loans from the Cevern
ment to manage their farms %o

as to product the most, A

ot share of the profits
ﬁlrt to the _school
form of taxes. Under dic
management, the CO-0DE?

may provide for trainin i?..

‘cation up to class iI, if

-ing within a fortnight.

the major part unfler jra -

* knowledge which

“l;h".' ten per cent of. the-

we educate our children o
send them to cities and towns
for better job prospects. .

A most important step s
literacy to realize the human
resource potential in order 1o
INprove our agro-based econo
mv. Planners.

literacy skills enable the far-
mers to grow more food. Lite
racy also enables them efficient
ly ‘and profitably to acquire
the knowledge and skills need
ed to improve their livess .

Adult education us a .eparate |

VEDfure may not survive. Qua-
litalively and  quantitatively

" pnmary edugation necds the

vigllant attention of the parents
Parents through the adult eduy-
tation programme muast under
stand that they are indjspen
sable in their children’s edu,
not
be Jiterate

bevond.. Thev must

- tor the sake of their children’s

education, if 10t For their own
sake. Parents must understand
thar it is possible for them to
learn some reading and writ.
AS a
result, they will be able to
continue their own self-educa
tion and to start -teaching the

_ Same Iques to their youn:
gCTS. .

PARENTS! EDUCATION:
Parents should understand ‘

that ninety per cent of our
children spend three or more
vears before being promoted

to class IIl mainly use of
their irregular attendance., The
preparatory work shonld be
completed within two years by
cooperatnig with the teachers
in_an integrated approach.

Parents shoild realize that
mere memorization of facts is
not education, Education must
be reflected in the behaviour
and in the use of skills and
grow through
practice, Parents are to co-
operate in the development of
the proper environment neces-
sarv for the nurturing of the
creative potential ¢f th=ir chil.
dren. In the process of educa
ting their children, mothers
can be taught good nursory
thymes which thev may recite
to their children for their en-
lovment.

Many words and sentences
need 10 be memorised in rhyme
palterns. which children “enjoy
reciting \ylth their  mothers.
Instead o t,lﬂuﬂhi{;ﬂ_ at nrf stop
pIng  creative activities €
chifdrm mothers shnulf ‘L

helping their children to Ao

them, z .
NUMEER BEFORE ALPHA-
BET:  Adults ¢ap be
come functional literates
quickly if taught the numerals

first. Numerals are only te
in number waile themge:

Alphabet contains 30 letters.

r of negessity must
'II"&% an’m 3&’:& _Ggg :o‘lectin
the “harvest of secds. At least,

teachers, ang -
. parents must $o arrange that

- Inostly are jilit:rate. .

- Woman teach
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accurate time of sowing diffe
rent varieties- of  vegetables
The need tor correct dates can
be recogmized by the ftarmers
tarough guwided discussions of
their experiences. After  the
discussion. they can be shown
the easy way of wriling the
dates such as 2¢.2.79  which
means 8th. February 1979.
Gradudily ther can be taught
how to use a calendar, They
also would bu hble to  keep
their small accounts. -
Each ot the ten numerals in
ngali can be written with
tWwo letters. I¢ we write the
numerals as well using them
in writing words:. and teach
fiterate adulis how to read
them, they will be able:  to
recognize Bengall letters. This
1s possible because of the spe

ctal advantage of bengali ortho

Eraphy (10 be explained orallv)

it each numeral js made to
form in parts the
represents such gs

PR084ay
the numeral can be identified

‘easily by th= illiteratz because

he can couy: its pa-ts. Thus
the: numeral works as a pIC~
ture as well. '
l the nnmerals are easier

to write than the letters of the
ten numerals
can large so that
adults can trace them with
€ir fingers, The  illiterate
adult thus will bhe able o
recognize and to understand
the numerals and Rradually the

— WOMEN'S ' EDUCATION : |

The women of our community
About
four per cegt of ocur primary
school teachers are women
whereas in advanced countries
the teachers of classes I  and

- are_about 100 per cent wo-
men. Women with their mgo,
therly affection are  {smpera-
mentall
of ehiidren. The number o
achers in Bangladesh
IS Increasing but the rate of
tgcreauc will remain dlsap‘roint

2 in our tradition-bound sg,

ciety unless some special sbra

tegy is adopted:
@ fovernment: is reported

t

sth ene in each village in
Hﬁﬁi}adesh.- 1t wil be a n;_gj?}-
step in. the r:ghlt ireetion,
WOmeN are Qnys
in these schools. The ex
ce of the Bangladesh:

my for Rural

rien
cad

AT n i
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number it

sutted to the teaching -

0 De planning to o 8

thog:gﬁand ane-reem W‘}eeder
$

as teachers’

Development,

-

L

cation Project indicates that
using the mode]l of paru-medi.
cal staff, intelligent and sin.
cere local women having been
educated for six to ten  years |
can be trained to teach Class
[ effectively in a feeder school .
In a number of cases, the
qQuality of their teaching s
SUperior tn that of a trained
Matriculat: or a trained ra- ,
duate. To ensure such quality
-sCIvice {raining programme
5 necess;ry.

Mothers’ club needs to be
organized in each vilage - to
make thewn conscious and skil

In  parent-teacher co-
aberation, in increasing enroll
ments and improving the qua- °
lity of the education of their
chuldrer. Women will acquire
the necessarv knowledge and
develop skills and proper atii.
tudes through programmes of
adult education,

FATHER3 EDUCATION: I
felligent but illiterate fathers
can help in the impilementation
of a curriculum designed o
meet the nceds of our agro
based society.

Experienced farmers, fisherrien
etc, experienced in their voca.
{lons are in a much better posi -
ton than are the teachers to

understand the contents of an
agricultural curriculum. The
authors " of text books on

environment write sbou. agrt
cultura] topics without expe -
rience m the field. Teachers *
without practical experienices
are teaching from these texts.

e e i o g SIS o Mty G
aferent Jetrs by sorung 30U Sny practical expericn |
:;lth different numerals such of lteaﬁhlnﬁ,lgamﬂg must be
’ replace Y iniegrating pri.
SAAD RITTT mary educa‘ion with adult edu
| « T % cation, X
% Fathers of Pumls in Clagses
oT | - OT P 8 - IVand v will be organized to
e _ CO-Operate with tcachers 1n
%9 the development of suitable
3@ R E R vocationa] skills for their own |

children. Reading  materials
containing information relevan
to the occupation or life o;
the tate{:ier 1.!311 bchpeq:glected or
prepared and supplied 10 the
child who having read them
discus: them with the
father and others in the light !
of their own experiences.
PRIMARY FOR ADULTS -
Fathers and mothers *
have separate primers with
apiiropriate contents to mest
respective  needs. Quota.
tions from the Holy Scriptures
savings of great men and short
rhymed proverhs signifying
positive life values will be re
cited tg the adults who wiil
terpret  them in the light of
¢ir own experiences. Proper
meanings of those will be deve

10 43 10 motivate parents
inﬂrgg their respective roles -
In the process of parent-teacher
co.operation. These also will

included as content of the
primers for I.du.lu.r ¢ moe
ther or fatnzr Af o Fake




