=
!i-

VHE B4NGLADESH OBSERYRE

K

o h:lstorieal

"?ﬁ Hegira 1400 in the I

- ; Salendar begins from today, the

ﬁrst of Muharrum. The curtain
rises over an endless prospect of

possibillties making
" demands on 750 million Muslims

ilsorea:! over the world today.

;Begmmng with the - ‘Prophet’s

(SM) migration in 622.AD. to’
[ Medina the 1400 years of Islam's
i role in history has been one
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, marked by challenges, reverzes, .

! victories, conflicts, reconiciliations

;and assertions. The phenomenal
in its
lieydays, .from tha coast of the.
Atlantic to that of the Ganges
‘was synonymous with the estab. -
lishment of a civilization .and

spread- of, Muslim power,-

culture rivalling or outrivalling

its predeoessor or oontemporary, _,

jelvilizations or cultures,

1 As an overriding political .
- drawn up faces the entire Islamic]

‘power Islam functioned with a |

I Egreet deal of difference with its
forbears in history in that it kept
- ].its pride and glory subservient to -
‘ethical needs of settine. up and-
(consolidating socio-political jus-
itice consistent with fundamental

{human values, Even its military
, prowess was hardly ‘directed to

| conquests for their sake but was.

wielded with strict regard for

‘human riphts exemplified. almost -

tfor the first time in history, in
‘administration and statecraft. In.

‘fact a séa of chaos that had been

*prevaillng socially, politicallv and

eoonomtcellv in the then world-
',mas straightened * out by total

dedieation to and practical reali.
‘sation, of man’s long-eherished
goals of liberty rratemity and -

{ 18ocial justice,

, But the ideal. frahm thus built
up was sustelneﬂ for.a short peri.
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! ‘odof about three decades proving o

" the Are,bs what

" ‘been a difficult.

) ‘world with
which answers are a must -

_in history. .

__________

vision and philosophy in o_o@go-
politico economic - reconstruc-
tion was mble and eouldtpro-l-

vide the answer to all: crises. andj

+ chaos. that might' aﬂlict humanity:
'~ any time in future.” The' vicissi-a
-~ tudes following the golden era’ 0‘_;.:

~ Islam were however interspersed

with cultural -and in"ellectual
achlevements ‘of such global

i dimensxons as to contribute suh

stantially to ths cultural and. in.

. tellectual Renais senoe of Europe

But for the Spade work donn bV'
W cell modem'
-western civilization would have
prooositlon At
least it would have been’ delaved
indefinitely. This is the consensus

.'_of history C J

. Hegira 1400 to celebrate whlch |
festive _programmes have - been!

serious questians to
The

most pressing of these is the unit?

- and solidarity of the Islamic world
-.in the face of the rhallenges of

the time, Problems and priorities

- in this regard have to be sorted:

out. with a sénse of urgency com.:
patible . with pressufes and de- i

~ mands of regional and niterna. |

tional circumstances and. develop

~ment. The next five.year pro-.

gremme Of ‘celebration as an-

. nounced . by ‘the Islamic oon"er ;
‘ence has to be o five-year breath.

ing space for .the Muslim world !

. . to set the house in order o.nd {or
“planning -and orpganising - global

- ‘Islamic solidarity in a more pur.
“posive . way 1n secordance with
the ideal of Islamic fraternity{as '
preechea and praotised Lby t
'Prophet Muhammad  (SM)" who -

“1ed the greatest human revolution: )
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