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TI-IE unprecedented  popula.
" tion growth of Bangladesh

{{about 3 per cent) is one of

- ithe most serious national pro.

.* 'ibtems we are facing at the mo.

ument. All our economic prob.-
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will double. At 3.4 PC growth
rate 76.5 million ° population
will become double in 1990. As
compared ' to our population
growth, UK is growing at the
rate of 0.6 PC and her popula

rdEconom
In Bangladesh

‘view of the country’s economic
- and demographic = conditions. .
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ems centre round the popula.
3 ition probtlem. The present 80
:Einnipmple crarmmed ' into a
mited space of about 55 thou

.sand square miles and high fer

* tility rate have given rise to .

@ basic challenge to our _€CO.
; nmomic and ecological viability;
, All our economic efforts for

"' development are eaten up by .

{he ever growing mass of popu

lation every year. In the .next

'-! decades, if steps are not taken

| for foodgrains industries, éner
| £Y¥, and urban expansion.

& country like ours with ' a

support. well only a limited
.pumber of persons. The econo.
} mic welfare and economic
growth of a country is profoun
dly  affected by the size' and
composition of the population.
Therefore, the economic grow.
th of ‘a country will remain de
pendent upon the population in
proportion -to its natural re.
sources. The size of the popula
tion also affects the distribu-
‘tion of income among the
suppliers of various factors of
production, . | ‘
1 ¢Agriculture is the mainsta
of our economic life. As mucg

lation live. in the rural area:
over 80 per cent of the people
are emploved in  agriculture
about 60 ‘per cent of national
product is derived from agricul
ture. Population and larnd are
the main reservoirs from
which the whole productivity
'i$ generated. Therefore, an ub.
- lective study of the probilem of
etonomic growth from the
point’ of view, man as producer
- and ultimate consumer of what
IS produced is essential.

FACTS ABOUT POPULATION
RISE - |
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10 million people living in Bang
. ladesh. It has taken thousands

| - We do not have any record of
population prior to 1606 AD.
tFrom the recent study .it js
found that after the end}: of the
Sepoy Mutiny birth rate jn.
: ¢reased very fast and there was
« @i sharp rise in _population.
The chart below will show
pbpulation growth from 17th
i:entury to the end of this cen.
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1t is evident from the above
table that in 2272 years, from
> 1650 to1972 AD the country’s
population rose by 12.3 millfon
| (1.28 crore) while in the firer
i ﬂ:urty_ years, from 1931—61 po.
? pulation of this coun
~ed by 15.2 million (1.52 crore)
- From the last Census Report
of 1974, it is evident that be.
tween 1961—74 population of
Bangladesh has increased by
205 millions.

' Is _gives a 3.1 PC annual
growth rate during the  Jast
1 13 years aad an overall 42.27
- PC "of total population of the

country. If this high growing

millicn in 1990, '

§ menal growth of population we
should investigate the mathe.

population. Peopie do not mul
tibly in simple arithmatic pro.
gression but they grow in the
exponential form. Population
21ows in the way money grows
when -interest is compounded.
Just as interest added to the
principal, earns interest and so
on, so people added ic people
produce more people.

the rate of anual .growth of
population will determine jhow
sgon- a country’s  population
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i now, we will not have suffi.
L cient arable land to cultivate-
to meet our increasing demands -

4 It goes without saying that ..

given geographical limit can.

' as 90 per cent of the total popu

fIn 1800 AD there were only

of years to reach this number
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rate continues the population'
of the-country will be 152.6.

To understand this pheno. -

.matics of growth of human"

From ‘the ahove we find that

tion will double in 117 years,

while. those -of Belgium, Luxem.
-~ bourg and East Germany at

the rate of 0.1 PC doubung iz
\ U0 years, | .o
ASPECTS OF as£ - STRUC.
.TURE AND DENSITY OF THE
"RURAL _POPULATION IN
BANGLADESH - -
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tion of Bangladesh has been
overwhelmingly rural in charac
ter. In 190} 97.57 per cent. of
the total population of the coun
try ~ was rural, in 193] the
proportion. was 94.81 per cent.
because of the magnitude - of
rural population our ecogomic
- structure is agricultural.. - As

such, it would be worthwhile__acres are covered by forest and

to- examine the general age
structure.conditions of Bangla
desh to understand the charac
teristic of Socio.economic . phe
nomena of our couniry which
ls curéctly related 10 it.. -°

. ; ~ TABLE--II '
‘Age  Structure of the popuiation -in Bangladesh [901--81
- .

Year - Children Adult
* % %

1901 ., 42.11 ..  53.48 443 1.00 18.49
1911 1, 43.33 ~  52.60 4.07° ., 0.90 18.04 -
1921~ 4245 . 5370 405 086 18.56
1931 . 4093  +55.53 3.5  0.78 18.93
1941 - 413 54.82 3.95. 0.8 - 19.07
1951  41.50 - 53.50 500  0.87 18.44
1961 .45.10 - 49.70 6.20 1.0 17.53
1971 (est) 4585 . 49.37 4.78 . 1.05 17.00
1981 (est) 4627  49.00 4.7 1.04 -

In ‘Bangladesh nearly half
the population is above 15 years
~and is classed as adult. = The
rercentage of population in the
adult age group in the country
showed a slight upward rise
from 1901 to 1931 after a fall
in 1911. From 1941 onwards
it started to decline and con
tinues to do so. On. the other
sid;:_ that’ of children. has b ¢n
-rising -since 1941 and estimated
to 46.27 per cent in 1981. -

As shown in the table the
low proportion of aduit popu.
fation and proportionate  in.
Crease in minor population  is
likely to continue until © the
end of this century and. the
economic of the. total popula.
tion will continue {0 rest on
less than half of the population
This large minor and ‘together
with the aged population 4as
dependent on less than 50 per
%
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- - Population Growth from 1650=199n -
. '[ar AD  Population iq_.m__i_l_ijmj*
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» years .only *12:8° million.
increase. . | -
b) From 1961—1974.in 13 vears

20.5 million increased Is

T e

¥ about 42.8 PC increase.
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cent of the adult will offset the

.+ gains of economic development

and bring about new socig.eco
nomic problems  in the next
‘decades. - Another serious con.
- sequenas of the socio.religions

.+ structure of Bangladesh is that

w1t does not encourage famale
participation in the economic
activities ouiside the  home.
- .Female activity rate as record

ed.in 1961-census ‘was 11 percent
- ©one of the lowest in the world

This large female population
has further added to the exist

ing economic burden .on - the

. active adult male -population,
that is ,15 per cent adujt sup

port 85 per cent of our popula
tion. )

. of soclo.economic development
of our country has resulted
from its unbalance age  struc
ture and the excess of depen.
dent population. The total de-
- pendency ratio together . with

. median age (see, table) is indi
cative of the efficiency of a
country. When the dependency
ratio rises, median age falis
The lower the median age the

younger is the population and

vice versa. If the dependency
ratio is above 1.0 the country
is supposed to be over popula

.+ ted. . From the table we see that

since 1961 the dependency ratio

——

" and the agricultural. density

“a 'massive population growth

' Since long time the poijulé..- _tremendous pressure oo the

- MAN.LAND RATIO: Total

"acres consist of riverine land.

“cultivated land in the last 13
years goes 730073, lakh acres

- shrinkage (about 10¢ square

“lruction, eteo.

& Remarks., snipud

ot
From” 16850+<1872 in 222 't
om. ! L in ~ . acres m the early thirties :and |

"#2ge holding comes to about

One. of the main problems.

[T —_— - —,

o

has gone above 1.00 This has °
been an alarming situatlop In

In Bangiagesh the average den
sity of population was 923 per
sons. per square mile  (1961)

was -as high as 1300 to 1300 per
sons per square mile with 0.70
acre of Jand and 040 acre of
cuitivated land per capita ((:Oove
of Bangiadesh No. 7 197071,
BBS Dacca 1971) The high agn
cuitural density - togethef with-

potential amply demonsirates
existing land and resources.

land available is 352.8 lakh
acres of which 20.52 lakh

Out of this land area, total
land under cultivation in 1974
was 205,60,000 acres (205.60
lakh acres). About 5.4 million

about 6.3 million acres remain
uncultivated, . _
Each year, due to population
increase our arable land area
diminishes., Total shrinkage of

Aged Dependency Median Age
To ratio

that is 5.57 lakh acres per year
This includes about 62,000 acres

tniles) "due to urbanisation, in.
dustrialisation, and road cons.

71 per cent of the large farms |
(12.5 acres and over) have 10.
v more fragménts while small |
size farms (under 2.5 acres)
have. nearly 2 to 5 fragments.
On an average a farm has 6 to
7 fragments and the size of an |
avcrage plot is only 1 acres
(less than two -bighas). Sub.
division of plots requires cun]
struction of ails (raised demar
cation boundaries) which mn,
sume some valuable portion of

-

- cultivated land. It has been |
found from detailed surveys

from villages that 3 PC of the'
cultivated  land are occupied by
these ails. On this basis about
7 lakh acres of land which -
could otherwise produce much

. required 0.74 million tons of

foodgrains are wasted.
According to the Provincial

Ban kina;i- & nquiryy=Committee’s.

‘Report, i~the average size of
holding .. in- Bengal, was 5.25

the same was put at 4.36 acres

-b:,r the land Revenue Commis. |

sion’ of 1940, From this the

average annuai  shrinkage of |

land holding comes to 089 ac
per holding. At this rate o
shrinkage in seyenties, the aver

1.69 acres: The average per ca.
pita cultivated land, thus com
es 0.4 acres and forest land
comes to §.1 acre which is one .
of lowest per capita land hold
ing and far below so the requir
ed land to support a family.
To be more clear-we have 2
to 3 people per acre of jand
and at the present 1ate of
population -growth there will be
2 1o 7 people per acre-of land
after the end of this century. |

FOOD PRODUCTION-—
POPULATION: Qut of the pre.
sent available cultivated land

.205.6 lJakh acres we produce-
: geariy 1 crore 17 lakh tons of

oodgrains. This total food

. graint praduction falls short of

total requirement of food

grains by 28 lakh tons ann

on an average for last 3 years.

A recent survey (1974—75)

shows that there had been a

2 per cent increase in food

grain production in the country

In 197578 rice production has
gone up by about 30 lakh tons:
This is a healthy sign no doubt

but as compared to our enor.
mous need of the fast growing.
population this is not sufficient
enough. With 3.1 PC  vyearly
increase in population and the
consequent shrinkage in arable
land  this foodgraln = deficit
will go on increasing unless
S0me measures are taken to
check the population growth.
The chart below will give some
idea of our future food grain
deficit and if population grow.
th at the present rate js pot
arrested: this deficit will in
crease more and more in rela.
tion to number of - people.
{To be continned)
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