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pati year has been full

of uancestainty, tension and
conflict. The international scene
bhas never been, more complex
nor the ‘old concepts .of power
50 diftused. There have been
sudden shifts in the political
balanice and unexpected deve

lopments rooted in a | variely.
political

of forces—economic, pol
social and even rcligious,
There is an increasing uneasi-
ness as to the manageability
of the affairs, and ?ﬁlﬁua
the economic life and.

organization, of] the planet . in
the circumstances now. . preyae

" ling. These undertainties and

unforeseen developments affect
in different wai?’p the “lives and
the future of virtually all na-
tions and peoples and give
rise to deep-sested feelings of
anxiety and frustration which
in turn create a climate favou-
rable to new and unpredict-
able events. _
If-ever there was a time for
serious reflection and  stock-
taking on the state and future

of the community of nations.

it is now. Ir our current anxi- .

cty we have to” some extent,
lost sight "of-‘the 'enormous
0, Madg,

> past

on sg many fronts in-
years. = What we . B‘

require is the 'nct_:é’sz Vs ﬁ
of accommodation (0 fake fuld
advantage of those advances. -

In the upheavals of our time
we can discéan certain general
trends—the cesire’ to  remedy
long-standing injustices or sn-
cient grievances, the |, conmpul
sion of nativpal - aspirations

“anxiety over ‘the possibility of

a viable  future - for this or
that n:ition, the fear of the
designs” cand * ambitions of

fration and resentment caused
by gross economic and social
inequities. A generation of un-
precedented change has  inevi-
tably left many unresolved

problems, old and new. as wel}’

as 3 sense of disillusionment
at the failure to realize many
of the great aims and objec.

.tives proclaimed in the opti- -

mistic aftermath of ‘the Second
World War. -

Most of the symptoms and
problems 1 ‘have - mentiéned
are ones .which the
Nations, if effectively utilized
as the working structure of
the world community of - the

future could jbe of unique as-

sistance in solving. We need,
above all, to press on with the
development of the elements
of such a community on a
global basis.¢+ This is not a
matter of abstract
kut of practical self-interest.
It is also a matter of urgency.

There are a number of obvi-
OUz reasons wlé% the devel
ment of an  effective “world
community will be difficult and
slow. At one end of the scale
wei have th:; complex relation.
ships of-the(greatest Powers,
which are sill to a consider-
able extent risoners of thewr
suspicions

“and of the fearful . :destructive -
i tamnr St gl o g 2 N LR TR

“the other end of the scale
majority of narions and
peoples are afflicted in varvi

Yy acute problems gi

r ted by political and economic

b
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Shackles mdny of th

derelopments elsewhere in the
world ‘While ‘the aspirations ﬂgf
their peoples are high econo-

mic dependence or instability
em to an

oW,

frus-

the

_United -

~of t

idealism

-extent from the delcate
- ance of nuclear Power relation-

re-t Elsewhere the

0f such

—

economic. system - which 0o
Jonger meets the requirements
ef an interdependent world of
free. nations, -For many. of them

. theif. first ger eration of inde

pendence has ..zoingided - . with
Ahe. challeuge of » <o to
térms with _a new- world, a
world in a statz gf ' revolu
%ﬁnmh tech mmﬂclal‘ngi Change '
us the geénera, ionging ior

e and .uity is shadowed

¥ a widesrread unease and
lack of confidence ; wm the
future. y
Between tlese two  poles
many middie and_ smaller FPo-
wers, with'n the United Na-
tions and :
outside it, h:ve steadily deve-
loped a seise of co-operative
responsibilit . «n . many. -global
issues. . The. nt-aligned- move-
mgnt,.is;-,:ni' +ZQ0d ». :;‘Jgamiple of
$ .pasithve-. . Ar¢na . In
hited....Nations: .they..: have
shown by and lage;e mixcure
of -;ld?a.h.m, ‘ i: .pragmatism
whiich .cansti tu}es ‘3 .Mmost con-
structive’ m.iddl> force in the
affairs of the world.. This in
my view, it one of our best
hopes and ussets for the fu-
ture .particulalv at a _ time

sitluation  caused
Power tunsions woul
appear to be Ltecoming a less
dominant factor of the inter.
national “scene as other inde-
pendent political, economic and
saCia] forces emerge.

.The great Powers have spe-
cial responsibilities and obliga-
tions in the United Nations

W the polarization of * the:
wmhqrﬁ on ’
great

system. They aluy “ave a_spe-
- -¢ial ‘need fopr the wor'd OQOrga-

nization as an salternative to
,  kind of conirontation
which, in our nuclear age
could well be fatal ta us
all. The United Nations, and
especiaily the Svcurity Council
has played a vital, if some-
times unapprecizted role for
many yvears in providing alter-
hatives to such 3 cenfrontation
In recent years taie
Powers have on a number of
occasions -availed  themselves
this . moderating mechanism
duzing periods of crisis. The
United Nations hii-also played
an invaluable role in insulating

regional crises to the nec
bal-

ships. This is =~ertainly not
the comprehens’ve system for
the maintenance of interna.
tional peace and security en-
visioned in the Charter of the
United Nations but in the ex.
traordinary and it is to be
hoped, transitiona! conditions
of our world, it ripresents an
indispensable

tUnited .Na-

tions, through thelprocess of

-decolonization,  through  ts

‘pioneenng  activities in-  deve
opment In its current search
for a new international econo-
mic order and in an jncrea-
singly broad attempt to tackle
slobal problems, has been and
15, the centre of an effort to
d new arrangements fitting
and adequate for our interde
pendent world, The objective
alrangements

- The following is the Atinual. Report of the
UN Secretary-General KURT WALDHEIM on
the Work. of the Organization to the General
Assembly, September 1979.

in vasjous groupings .

the

" years ago.
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. safeguard ~ of!
world peace and survival
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¢ The-United Nations Today

be above all to try to make

the fundamenta! changes neces-
sary to lessen the gap beiween
sich and poor and open the
door of opportunity to all. The
problems and obstacles are
uniquely complex and difficult
and progress Is slow but the
focus and the objectives are
there. later in this report I
shall revert in more detail to
this central and essentia]l pant
of our: task.

It cannot be said that the

past vear has witnessed any
striking progress on our matn
problems. Indeed, the lack of
progress especially on the eco-
nomic side, is _distinctly disap-
pointing and in strong con-
trast to the evident urgency of
most of the problems.  Politi-
cal determination and a sense

of pragmatism are necessary
to reverse this debilitating

situation.

Adjustment to change is ine-
vitabiy a difficult and long pto-
cess and we should not over-
look what has already been
achieved during the life of
the United Nations. Indeed
many of the developments
which we now take for gran-
ted or complain about as in-

" adequate would have seemed

quite out of reach only a few
‘What we are trying
to create in the United Na-
tions is a world order funda-
different from any
that existed before. This is no
smal) task, and we must re

" mind ourselves from time to
time of how much has already .

been achieved, as well as of

"the formidable obstacles that

remain.

In the relationships of the
most powerful nations, for
example much has been done
to temper the adverse climate
which coloured so strongly the
post-war vyears. In spite of
ideological, political and other
differences accommodations
have been reached which cer-
tainly contribute to making

- the world a safer and more

productive Dplace. We need
only: t}ﬁng. ﬂinr example, u}f the
positive development in the re-
tatfons of China and the 'Uni-
ted States. This year., we
should remember the conclu.
sion, after most complex ne-
gotiations between the United
States and the USSR of the
SALT 11 agreement which
offers hope of limiting the
growth of strategic puclear
weapons. an indispensable
‘prerequisite to progress on the
general problem of disarma-
ment.

The nrocess of accommoda.

*’t._tipr; is ‘vital to°pogress on the
various acute regional probs,

lems which preoccupy the Uni-
ted Nation:. Intermational in-
siruments are essential and
usefu] only_if -their  possibili--
ties are utilized for achieving
the accommodations—-some-
times cuite small in themsel-
ves—which could make enor-
mous ccntiibutions to world
stability. . ‘

I have been increasingly
aware of the need to encour-

—_ - ——T,

‘ternational

concerned may think

= By o

age by all means the kind of
adjustments which could re
move, or at least alieviate, the |
various regicial tensions which |
are still, in my view, the most
dangerous threats to world
peace, It is muinly for this
reason that I have travelled
extensively in order to get a
first-hand view of such prob~
lems and to discus: them
directly with the Governments
concerned. Very often

course, little can be achieved
in the existing political cire
cumstances but, if a channel
of commun.cations or good
offices can be of help, I feel
strongly +hat the  Secretary-
General shouid be
In any case there is n¢ sub
stitute for getting to know the
problems on the spot and at
first hand. |

It was witlk this end in view .
that I undenook earlier this
year, an extensive tour of East
Asian countries, During this .
trip I had especially the Indo-
Chinese and Korean situations
in mind and I very mucn hope |
that our talks in _the various
capitai, mav provide a basis
on which the Governments and
parties concerned may feel
more ready to reconsider their
positions and to use the pos.
sibilities the United Naions
offers to assist them ia solving |
their problems.

The United Nations has been
especially preoccupied  this
Year with developments in
Indo-China —  developments
which not only raise funda- .
mental questions of Charter
principles  but also have been .
accompanied by vast and tra-

ic humanitarian * problems. -

aturally these matters were
predominant in the discussions
f had during mv visit to the
region. The concern of the in-
community  has
throughout this vear, n
focused both on the political
and military developments in
Indo-China and on their huma-
nitarian consequences. It has
scemed to me that, at the level
of human tragedy now pre-
vailing in that part of the
world, humanitarian concerns
:!nelllst be attended to without

ay.

This view is in no sense in- j
tended to downgrade the im-
portance ~f a political settle.
ment in the area. The situa-
tion which has followed the
iong and crue] war in  Indo-
China not only threatens the

eace and stabiitv of . South-

ast Asia; it could very well
also become a threat to world
peace, It is of
portance that the process of
adjustment start at once and
be carried on in a construc.
tive and forward-looking spirit
by all parties As I have al-
ready informed them, I am
ready to provide any assis
tance which the Goverfiments
useful

or desirable.

In this as jn other situations
that have réeml_v arisen it is
imperative that all efforts be
directed tgwards finding a
settlement in conformity with
the principles of the Charter
of the United Nations, in par-
ticular respect for the terri.

tonnal integrity and volitical -
Independence of all States,
non-interference in  internal
affalrs and the non-use of

force.
To b= continuad .
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