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ﬁ clgh! wnuld enable the hnys “and

SC COHI‘SE, In Go \ p girls to leave the schools better. ;

{ Secondary Schools™

Sir, _ .
. .1 fully endorse the views ex-
pressed by Mr.. Humayan Kabir-

in his letter under the above cap-,-

tion. published in these columns
on 21.02.99. Extending the -pri-

mary education upto class eight*

.and the secondary upto 12 has
t been suggested since the inde-
pendence of Bangladesh. The
“. suggestion has been on the pol-

vicy makers' table .since the " .

Bangladesh Education. Commi-"
ssion Report was published “in
1974. The last democratic BNP

secondary schools to the. so-
. called intermediate level (i.e. the

HSC course) and ‘a few high™ § oo 50y oout. ‘high schools),

-{ .the_students might have over-

*schools were selected for the
purpose. But the realisation was

+not known to the public.: The.fr'
present democratic AL govt®

; perhaps, did not discard the plan
. Therefore we are-eager to se¢ im-
plementatmn of the Sﬂld upgra-

dannn scheme. : !
‘The upgradation of “both the

pnmary and. secondary schools
.may have a number of advan-
“tages. I would like to add-some
new ones to the list given by Mr.
Kabir. These are as follows:

1. The UNO+prescrlbed r.:ﬂm— |

pulsory schooling upto 14 years.
Our present primary education
upto class-five signifies school-~

ing at best upto 11 years. Thus, if
the primary schools include |

- studies upto the eight grade, the -
provision would fulfil the UN .

, requrre:ment of schuﬂlmg uptu_

14 years.

© sal pnmary education upto class
" &

2. The cnfnpulsury and- univer- -

prepared for leading a meaning- .+

b Eful life; s
l 3. Since primary schﬂnls are ™,

+ Jocated mostly in the students’ . .
- own villages, they (csmcmlly'
: thé- girl§ students) may have 4~ ¢
decisive ‘advantage of comiplet- .

| ( ing studies upto the eight grade

~ without much hurdles (the pre-~ -
| sent case) on the way to hlgh* ”
schools at a distance, ' *
4. Most girls aitain’ puberty. at . :,
the age of 15-16 and many ado-© i
“lescent ‘males bécome "adulfs at:- !
16-17 years. Co-education at this |
. preliminary -stage’ of "adulthood: -y

guvernment was said to have [ PrOVES dangerous for both the -

" faken a decision to ‘upgrade the -

- groups, If the secondary schunlsj
have classes from 9 to 12 and co- *,
‘education  rermains - stnctly pro-:
hibited at this stage (as is the case"

reé

- T L, T

come this darnigerous age without”
any immature love affairs. When
I they-will enter the co-education
| -degree colleges or universities at -
the age of 18-19, they could bet- .
ter manage their life affairs. - -
3. The so-called lower and .
‘higher secondary (on intermedi- . -
ate) stage of education would*
- éase 10 exist and may" conform to ..

[T — -

our well- publ;clsed -stages, i.e. -
the .primarv, the. secondary and :,
the higher education. 2
. 6. The- cumplemy of the dual'
syﬂtem of examinations in col-. !
leges of the HSC undér Boards ¢
and the degree (and upper) under E
‘the National University would i
be simplifiisd. Thus, the gradua- 4
tion (both .ass and honours) and -
post-graduation courses at thc
district “levél  colleges would
“have smooth-and efficient. stud-
ies in- the absn:nce of the’ HSC:
exam, vacation, (and alsn the

S S D m eimeed! vimmature love affairs!).

[
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! ‘. To relieve the colleges of the

. “extra load of HSC" classes (and

; exam). and for-saving the HSC t
 .from “ being "neglected”,” the- »

, governmen! is'to anrex the HSC -

i courses as early as possible to the

| efficient high scticols; especially.

. the government ones (as Mr. .
- Kabir Sﬂgghﬁtﬂd) | :

Many educanumsts would fear j‘
1{ that. HSC level studies at high f
‘schools would be hampered due
v 10 lack of LfﬁC]Eﬂ! teachers. But
that- worry is urifoundéd. ' Since
v 1991, the government. high. .
5 schools recruited ‘many ‘compe- ’.j_:_.
. tent'post-graduates whose exper- "
;llsewemams latgely underuti- * .
lized in teaching upto class 10.
This point ‘has. been described
. well by Mr. Kabir. So, now nn 1
pmnt remains against the annex.” ¥ -
.ation of 11:12 classes to.the. effi-
i cient high uchﬂnls [The division ;
of teachers "of ‘siich graded
high schools does not also arise.
if the post-graduate teachers are
]1 satisfied . with the presem salary E
and status L .

;_' ) The" government prlmary
.schools do “also have graduate
“and even post-graduate teachers.
"“These later recruited teachers are :-!I
more” than capable of teaching: f
upto the mghth grade. However,

. the salary of the tcachers of such -

upgraded primary schools !
should be increased because the :
- present salary is unbchevably r
- low,
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