{//Condition ef rural

primary schools

_'Pﬂmﬂrj" schgols are thd
main edycational jnstifutiong

in 5o many gareas of rural.

Bangladesh, But it Is very
unfortunate thgt a° great
‘number of primary - gehools
are in a very miserable con-
ditign in different areas of
the country, Very discoura-
ging reports aboyt these
schools are often found In
different news papers, We
have almost been accystomed
to reading news headlines

like: ‘schgols without ben-

ches and tables’, ‘schoo] with

"only ohe teacher gr'‘went of -

teachers I school’ ‘class-
"rogm withcyt roof’, ‘classes
in’ open space or under trees’

‘s¢hipo] Having no teaching =

- material’ etc,

No detailed de,criptiﬂn of
] the above reports is necessary
; ~ 08 the- headlineg them seclves
are self-explanatory, Every-
body c¢an imzgine under
what an envirnnment our

" tura] children c.arry on their

studies,

. The .majority of thene
schools have na pucca build-

1 ,ing and are generally heysed

ain thatched of . mud-walled

hoyses haj.rmg' ro0fs of tin or
1 hay, . During
storm or cyclone the roofs of -
these ‘schools are blown away -

Bny sirong

. Hrst of all and the walls are
alsﬂ nnt spared in mpst caﬁes
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LETTERS FROM READERS

Furniityre are never. adequa-

tely supplied to these schools,
But when the schogl houges

fre destroyed very ordinary

_or cheap type of furnityre.

that a primary schopl gene-

- palred by the authorities con-

. tance,

“lem of these sck

rally possesses can no more

.- {be p‘rﬁervhcl ang got wasted

in rain znd sun, .

The scpﬂﬂl houses and fur-
Niture once demolishagd or
destroyed are not easily re-

cern_ed. even afiér repeated
remmnders, The small ¢hil-

~ dren become SEI'IGUS victims

of the circumstanr:es

In maral areas almest all
thg children go 0 their
School by walking a lﬂng dis-
But eyen in theip
sChools they can hm‘dl fot a
tolerable atmosphere (nut to
52y, an encouraging atmos-
phere), Specially during the

Suminey. and rainy - season
the syffering of the rural
school children reaches -an -

extreme, .

Under the - circum5+ances

we feel-that the main prob-

absence of proper school
building wunt of teachers
and furniture and dearth of
teaching apphances etc, We

'think that fhese sthao] bui)d.

fore hope that.

ools are the .

ings should be constructed
at least with pucca walls and_

tin roof, if Pucca roof is net
PoSsibhle,

There s no dearth of train.
ed primary scheg] teachers in
the country, S we do npt
understand . why g6 many

.'Poﬁt& of teachers ‘in these
sch{rﬁls should remain vacant, -

As the condition of " these
Schools Is not being improved

_‘me rural chlldren lose afl °
~ their interest in educatton

and - this is . causing great
harm to th: nation. We there-
the authori.
| look
problem and try to

tles ' concerned would
into the

| Bmprove ‘the condition . of

rural primary schools as far

as possible )
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Educationalh \
programmes \

" of Radio and T.V.

The Radip Bangladesh and
Bangladesh Television have
been broadcasting and tele-

_casting 2 numiber of educa-
tional and motivational pro- -

grammes- on education, agri.

_L‘u'[’fure health and family
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which wijl perform the func-

|
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+ Programme

| count!?
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plaﬁziing eic, But ] weonder It1

the Radip or T.V, authorities!

Impact of the above pro-

grammes

~. have ever conducted any:
., evaluation t¢  determine the

on the intended-

audience, i.e, mainly. fapmers

ang the rural people,

In certzin countfries like
Pakistan India, Radip and
T.V, Departments have gepa-

rate LiStehers Research and

Development

Cell which carrles out perio-
dical evaluation on the im-.

p2ct and achievementg of
their programmes, publishes
reports  ana
meagyres for further: im

vement, I don't know it thE
Radio Bangladesh and BTV

recnmm.l:&d?i

Ii

have any such Listengp Re:-

SErarch CEH or Dim If
there j5 one what role is It
playing In reducing the liste-
ner-broadcaster cﬂmmunica

tion gap?

I strongly feel that in o
like Bangladesh
where a major motivational
and educstional iask ig being
done by the radip and TV,
het-works, the Radic Pangla-

dech ond Bongladesh Teleel.
* 80n should have g separate

Aistener|viewers resgarch cell .
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tion of evalyating ragio]

- T.V, pragrammes implemen- °

tation of the audlalice’s aons-

 tryctive cuggestions, publica.
tion of reports, formation of
radio-clubs especially in the
—~rural areas and perform all

. Other related activities
As a radlo and TV, lis.

_tener or viewer, ¥ have mark-
ed one great faplt jit gur -

broadcasting syStem., When
educational programmes are
put on the air ' the commer.

- Clal ge
b vice competm with it '

~2nother channgl,

S HEﬂcE fhe majority of the

PR _qﬂ“""l—mﬂ.._'* - -
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mtqud listeners actually
listen to the commercial ser-
vice because it offers more
attractive programmes like
Alm songs dramg g'e. The
broadeasting time of the
educational angd motivational
programmes of both Radio

-and TV, seeqy not syitable

for the mtended audience

There are many more
drawbazks which nesd im-

medlate redress.
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