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There are deep-rooted

" inequalities afflicting .the
| Bangladesh education sys-'

tem and the more pro-
nounced among these are
the gender prejudices. Girls

and women are the most
group

disadvantaged
among, all other sections of
the society in relation
the access to education. The
situation In reality is a

genuine causé for concern

and makes a stinging in-
dictment of the apathy and
indifference of the past ad-

to"

ministrations and policies

of successive governments.
The overall national lit-
eracy stands at around 30

| percent but development

planners estimate that the
illiteracy rate - among
women is as high as 85 per

cent. ‘The figure would be,

still higher among rural

female populdtion alone.
-Further there are _.mmwn:m_

disparities. For example il-
literacy is higher. in the

. northern &m:_nﬁm than in

the southern and eastern

regions. In the North fe-

male illiteracy may peak at
g5 per cent in economically
depressed and impoverished

Kurigram.districl.

- Statistics relating o
schooel enroiment -and
school attendance are

equally disturbing. One es- -

timate says that about 60

" percent of boys in the age

group of 6-14 years at an all
- Bangladesh level are al -,

tending schools on a regular
/ﬂmﬁm. But almost half that

/

.- ing educalion. In the

‘reach .
“ higher education .enrol

- Was mn:mmdmm

rale is m_uﬁznmgm to girls in
the same age group. It is said

- thate30 percent of the school
. going girls go to schools or

attend any centre in the
non-formal sector.
The geneder disparily is

more pronounced il one

considers the rural popula-

tion separately.
If we look at higher edu-

" cation which is a privilege

for the top 10 to 15 percent
of the population, the pic-
ture is no less bleak. The
represeniation. of women in
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and the Philipplines have =
. surpassed the 80 percent

mark.

How does one explain the.

inequalily picture. Research

analysts point to a multi-.

" plicity of reasopns many of

higher education is desper- ..
alely- low. Another interest-

-ing aspéci of the female ed- "

ucation picture.is that the
majority of women who
the doorsteps . of

themselves in arils courses

-and a lesser number of them

go for stience and engineer-
latter
{wo areas, some noticeable
improvemen! in enrolment
in recent
years. |
Statistical data have re-

vealed that poverly may.not
. be.the only or

the principal
factor behind literacy for
women. For 12 counlries
with per capila GNP’ of less”

!
/

than 1000 dollars have fe- .
male literacy rates of 60- flecls on many aspects of -

. percent or betler. m,o:ﬂ of

them—Sri Lanka, Vielnam, .
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.ithe Dominican Republic

those are socio-cultural

Hrmﬁm should wm a new ncESSEmzs. in education nﬁEnwmm”
promoting equality in the roles and rights between men and
women. Improvement in a girl’'s access to school is linked to @Q.Q.ﬁw

5 social forestry, drinking water supply and greening @.. S:n.nﬁ
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“which stand as the founda-.
/ tions of Bangladesh's patri-

archal society. The existing -

“girl's education at different
/ mﬁmm_mm. unequal access to

‘non-traditional’ courses,

) gender slereo-iype in the

___

~cultural norms of gender -

‘behaviour and the accepled
‘domestic’ and 'reproductive’
roles of women have been

found to maﬂmﬁ.m_ﬂq affect the

education of giris. Such pa-
ke a

{riarchal values
negative attitude to.girl's
“schooling, maintaining
‘them in school should they
evergo start, the mobility. of

girls, especially after their

puberty have kept m_ﬂ_m and
» women in their-place."
This gender prejudice re-

the educational system in-
ciluded among these are
inadequate facilities for

“__.

‘curriculum’, negetive atti-

tudes of teachers and poor

representation of women in

position of authority and.

xﬁain_. in _._:m ma:nm:unm_

departments. ,
Shouldn't something be

“done 1o change the situa-

tion? The demand for equal

~education for girls and

women is a demand for so-

" cial justice and an equali-
larian system but because

of the prevalent hardened.
prejudices there is need for a -

'special alltention 1o mmzﬁ_mn

Issties.

& '

Females must be given

/ full access 1o’ educational

#

facilities which fostler per-

sonal reflection and devel-.

- apment. Education should ’
enable girls and women 1o
gain a grealer social under-

sianding an awareness of
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“tion include the mqm:m_u__zk
of facilities for schooling.
within easy reach of. mﬁm;
necessary for.access. to, .w:m
retention of girls 1n: mn_.__._. 014
It is important (& res rmﬁd_
that the involvement of3
girls in sibling care m:&,_f
o domeslic chores and other |
It _m obvious that the edu- soclo-cultural constraints . ;
cation of the m_.‘_m child and - make a primary school even
“~"a kilometre- away beyond
‘the walking distance for |
them. There should be
# sthools and facilities in all,
. centres of habitation. <"
_ﬁ_ It may seen strange but it
"i1s a realily that the educa-
@ tlon of girls is linksd to the
RN avatlability of water, fuel,
_:m woman rmm to be Smima " fodder and child-care fa- |
within the larger contest of -. cilities lo individual- fami- '
/. development. The govern- .Hes. A young girl in m&:mmm
ments policy on educatien . spends a lot of time every
must address the structures day in the collection of fuel -
and altitudes which tend to, sand in fetching water for En
“family.
- In fact, _Qﬁucﬂmﬁmzﬁ :._
a girl's access to school and
" hér retention in the class-
room is linked to efforts in °
. social forestly, drinking wa-
ter supply and greening of
‘villages. It is important {or
Bangladesh education to be- 3
1

their _ucm_:a: in mcﬁm.w
Education should provide
girls and women with access
to important sources of In-
formation,. particularly in
the field of personal and

soclal health and. _,mz._:%
planning. -

L

ﬁ_.nqmna women's m&:m:@
and have either perpetuated
! or strengthened the patriar-
- chal institutions which
“tend Lo pert women in a sub-
ordinate position. There

- should be a new commit-
ment in education towards
promoling equalitly in the
roles and rights between®
men and women. Specific «
. areas of concern which re-

" quire .immediate attention -
and action to rectify 'the

. gender Inequality in educa-

come more ‘girl-friendly’.
,There should be an :T.,
- creased visibility of Ecﬁmf_
" .and the projection of a posi-’.
live image of the role of.
women in society and his- \_,
iy

tory.
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