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7/ Education For All-\~
§ dhe concept of education.and its link to a' cyntry’s -
§ standard of living is one to which We.subscribe. To. thi\end.
< ihe government took up an ambitious scheme for introduciQg
 [ree and compulsory ‘primary, education, especially for girls*
L whose educational needs have-always been grossly 'ne'glecj[ed.‘-\ T
} Unfortunately, due to its financial consttaints, this program- |

¢-me is- still; to. “take-off” in that it still far ftom being a

{ "yniversal™ in its truest sense. Forced cuts in Spending ‘on |
..-education especially ‘at the higher level .has resulted in a -

krcncwcdfocus on private education. By shifting the burden .

i .
.
LY -_# 2

_of the “¢ost "of education to the*parents® and guardians, -
$ particularly at the higher levels,"it is hoped that the aims of

the country will be achieved: -~ [ 7. ;¢ s |
- To this. end the setting up of the privately sponsored
. | .

universities is in keeping with the present policy of éncourag- .
ing private initiative in the educatiofi scctor. Already severai-
{ private universities are functioning and reportedly around
‘half a dozen:more are .now, awaiting clearance. from the
!relevant authorities. But, althaug}f all .thenew proposals -
meet. the requirements of the-Private University:Act 1992,
the’authorities are delaying'permission pending the report of
the Education :Policy Formation C@gﬁgnit,tbe set’up by. the
-government to review the country’s ediication policy. - |
Thousands: of students fail td gain admission in public -
universities due to theshortage-of seats, but whether setting -
up more private universities is the right answer to the present
conundrum is yet to be established. Certainly some students: .
are. taking admission. in -thésé universities. According to. }
‘reports, some 3000 students are now studying at thése private |
| -scats. of learning. But how many more potential students
. there may be who cannot gain admission simply because they.
are unable to afford the high fees being chargedsis not known’
.+ Such uriiversities of course cannot be brushed aside, for }
4 they are filling a demand by a.certain class of people and, as -
“they are certainly more secure than-the public. universities.
Those who'can afford the high fees therefore, prefer to have
j their children here. Besides they do-offer a wide choice of -
{ ‘curricula as prepared by the experts:who have kept in viéw
j the needs of the modern world. The standard of education is
§ -also -reasonably high when compared to that of the public -
_universities and, perhaps of greater importance, courses are -
+ on schedule ‘and free of the horror of “sesston-jams”. The
- plus points are all on the side of these private universities. -
.~ "As these universities appear to be doing a good job in |
‘imparting a-need-based modern”education it 1s-better-if the-
_present system dis not-disturbed, at least until it has béen in ,
] vogue long enough to asséss its suitability: In the belief that
more private universities should be allowed to function until
~this assessment takes place, there should.be no delay in™ |
. granting permission to those that meet the required specifica-
tions. However -all proposals. must also be seen within the, -
concept of the'need to privatise education further and, as the
private” sector ‘universities have proved to be.effective at' |
introducing better and more pragmatic education it may be |
the answer we -arelooking for in..the absence "of any |
{-up-to-date learning .in the. public facilities: . S S
~~‘As-the need for investing in a modern line of education;
-televant.to the needs ofa fast-developipg teclinical environ-+
ment catches, up with.us, what people expect to gain from -
| education-must:now be more carefully studied. People who™
seriously plan.for their childfen’s future have alfeady learned
the futility of looking-for a university in"the public sector
_equal to those in the private. The. path higher education is

.

‘taking in this country 1§ exceedingly dlear. Therefore, under - |
such cni;ditinns;, I_h_e:dqlanping of the nation’s new educational -+ §

:policy will ‘be no_easy, task éspecially. with*the number-of -
economic ‘pressures . on: the government. to cut back on
spending for education. >~ - - f et e .
| .Y 1t1s imperative that we understand that-education is an
investmént which yields Swealth,” empowering.the human-
{-resource with better life-skills to contributé.mere towards .
. progress. We should gherefore ‘concentraté.- cur efforts in -
-providing education not only for the rich but for every single
~child in Bangladesh. .- .~ . . o T
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