THE ultimate goal of develop-
ment is to reduce poverty and
improve the standards of living.
Poverty has been-defined 10 a nUI-
ber of ways. Butl think, perhaps the
| most eloquent definition is that of
Robert McNamara, the former Presi-

dent of the World Bank, who de-

scribed absolute poverty a5, “a com-
dition of life so limited by malnutn-
tion, illiteracy, squalid surroundings,

1 disease, high rate of infant mortality
| and low life expectancy, as to be

beneath any reasonable definition of
| human decency”. The World Bank
has recently used two poverty lines to

1l estimate the number of poor people

‘1 developing countnes as under:
1 Those whose annual consumption
is less than 370 US doliars per per-
son, per year, arc considered poor.
And those whose annual consump-
sion is less than 275 USs doilar per
! person, per year are considered ex-
tremely poor. The usé of upper
poverty lin¢ of 370 US dollars gives
an estimate of 1,116 mithon people,
in the developing countries, are liv-
ing in poverty. Of these, 630 million
| people, were classified as extremely
. Bangladesh cOmES in this
category. And according to UNDE,
estimates, the number of poor peo-
ple 1n developing countries is ex-
pected to rise further to 1.3 billion,
by the turn of century — and likely to
hit 1.5 billion mark, by the year 2050.
. However, the overall success in
the task of ending poverty, illiteracy
{ and inequality of opportunities has
{ peen quite limited in our country, as
well as in India and Pakistan. The
development, particularly in agricul-
ture and industries over the years,
; has been substantially and systemati-
cally outclassed by many other de-
veloping countrics. This is because
they have persued diverse economic
policies. South Korea, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, and
China, may be cited as the best
examples. These countries have all
been able to achieve a radical reduc-

tion in human deprivation while im-
F;E:lfl;g social security. It has been
founc that despite substantial differ-

10 economic policy these coun-

ad much i ,
terms of sucin-emnnn commean in

parti 1} o
bas; 1r?;t:“-uIﬂﬂ‘;l}*. T'F[_ﬂting to ::papn_hmes,
ucation apd heﬂllltsrllun of
o : ~Care

-_---——n..."

key government T¢gu

tax rates o taﬂgjb

———
T - iy
- i e e -

it e 2 édﬁﬂi%?ﬁw
!E} rea Q’ -@;,ﬂ‘il-... D YT

- Syed Zillur Rahman

Pakistan government, has put 1ts
prionty
specially in the industrial sectof, 10
maximise
carve out a firm place in the interna-
tional | competitive ecopomy, 10
promote the
Prime Minister Sharif's government
has decided to practice an “gcOnmIC
growth oricnted

than
approach. Fiscal reforms have been

already made 10 support production
and export-uﬂcmed economy.

system.

Regrettably, there is one field I

which Bangladesh has clearly done
worse than even the average poorest
countries 10
sector is elementary education. The
rate of adult literacy in Bangladesh is
simply deplorable.
like Philippines, 7ambia and Chana,
which were no
1adesh a few decades 280 have left us
far behind in the field of basic educa-
tion. Needless 1o emphasis
teracy is an important social achieve-

the world, and

Even countries

better than Bang-

that k-

-

ment. It plays a crucial role in facili-
tating SuUCSESS, in
haman endeavour. Adult literacy 1n
the People’s Republic of China with
over a billion people, 15 80 per cent.
And social opportunities ar¢, in fact
influenced by a variety of factors.
These include the state of education -
and health-care. Economic develop-
ment therefore, should be seen in
terms of expansion of opportuniiies
that every individual in society en-

jOYS.

other fields of

The effectiveness of thé: upenin_g

up of the new economic opportuni-
ties and of expanding the possibilities

3

of good use of tabour and skill may
depend greatly on basic education

and training facilities and infras-
cructural availability of energy, pPov-
er, clean water, SWErage and rapid
counmunication link. The UN body
of Economy and Social Council
(ECOSOC) at its 1997 substantive
session in (Geneva, which concluded
on July 25, endorsed “micro-credit”
to generate self-employment and
contribute to empowerment specially
of women-fotk. The UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan proposed mic-
ro-credit as an important element in
the global quest for new TESOUTCEs
for poverty eradication. He recom:-
mended that the micro-credit lead-
ers, financial sector specialists and
lators should
create the necessary facilitating
framework for linking micro-credit

to capital markets. ’
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Mcntinn may be made here, that
Pakistan in its efforts to achieve
radical changes in the macro-
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exportable surpluses, 10
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approach”, rather

“revenue generatiun",

But with all these, what 1S most

important for development 18 provid-

ng opportunities 10 the people 10
improve the qu ality of their fives.

~ Various €conomic arrangements are
of central importance to the presence
or absense of social opportunities.
But the opportunities offer
well-functioning market may be diffi-
cult to use when 2 person is
icapped by
Then again a person with some back-
ground of education and good heaith .
may be unable to take initiative 10

finacial .restraints and

ed by a

hand-

illiteracy oI ill-health.

economic

ratios of skilled labourers.

Development is @ Process of sell-
reliant growth, achieved through the
participation of the people, acting in
their own interests, as they see them
and remains under their own control.
It's first objective is poverty allevia-
tion, providing. productive employ-
ment, and satisfying the basic need of
all people. As also sharing fairly, all
surpluses accrued. This implies that
basic goods and services, such as
food and shelter, basic education and
health-care facilities and safe water
suppiy, must be accessible to all and
sundry. However, highsounding pla-
titudes, cosmetic pians without being
backed by practical action, cannot
bring about the desired resuit. This
can be only rewarded by rigid plan-
ning, service before self leadership,

dedicated determination and pplitic-
al will, otherwise this huge human
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