NATORE Apr 9 Girl stu-
i dents have been-
; droppin out - of schools in. the

, district . 1nder1ng govermnmen -
- t's efforts . io . promote female

educaiton,: reports UNB, :

Teachers said” poverty. early
fmarrlage “andg social  inhi-
bitions including supérstition,
. were factors behind-large scale
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5~5+::':hnr:u:znl drnpuuts of girl 5tu~-
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E = The: guvernment mtmduced
¢ " stipends - for female students in
_sthe- district under Female
?PSEEDHdHI‘}? Education
; Assistance’ Project [FSEAP) to.
i ,attract gn“ls to schnnls

& . ﬁstudent of class VI get Tk.'

i* 300 a year stipend while class -,
aru:ji’ir VIl student get Tk. 360
et Tk 920.
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enrullment of girl sfhdeﬁté;'

Intreasmgly %" high schools in.the district had -

less students 'this year, than be -

i fore..The- sltuatmn in the ,town. jLsr_rurume only 40 per.cent of the .

“is also chsgraceful said a- girl
;schuﬂl teacher.. :
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A sunrev mnducted at Nnba-i

“Bidhag: ’C‘rlrls School.

promir E:nt
educational institution in -the

. town, showed. t_hat about 200

a
nun~gnvemment '

girl students were enrolled in

: this school in 11992, only 54 of

‘3 them appeared-in the SSC E!{-
anunatmn this year.

M A Haque, fheadmaster uf

-._: the school _-attributed the :

.~stipends whm:h1

. ' alarming drupuut to early mar-

‘riage and. lack of. social and
' pconorpic security.

‘He also said -
" that the students of this sc¢hool -

~were mainly from poor- fami-

hes w1th cunservative back- '

gmund whicn encuurages early
marriag _ : >
Accurdmg to an . “official.

10,000 girl students enrolled at
- 45 different . schools inTSadar
‘thana of the dlstnct have been
attending classes. = %
Qpportunities for - admls-
sion of girl students are’also
litnited ‘as -theré are only two
_girls’ schodls in Sadar thaﬂa of
‘the district. . E
. Moreover, -there *are allﬁ-
“gationsof- curruptmn-sand ir-
-regularities in dlstnbutmn&uf
is discouraging
poor ‘parentsito¥send Jtheir-.
" daughters to the schools’
. As a,resultiithe partmular
northern districtfis"
behind uthers m”fﬂm
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