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alue of Hrn. envi-
nt has been underes-

\_4ated for too long, result-=

ing in damage to human
health, reduced productiv-
ity, broken social struc-

“tures. and the undermining

of iong-term development,
. Theory of ‘optimal de-
velopment' offers a flexible,
disciplined ethical frame-
work for analyzing resource
management issues over
time, in a manner that
takes the welfare work for
analyzing resources man-
agement issues over time, in
a manner that takes the
welfare of future genera-
tioris fully into accounts.
The main  message of
World Development Report-
1992 was that promoting

development and protecting

the environment are mutu-
ally re-enforcing-with
many ‘win-win’, links be-
tween the two. From ‘the
World Bank’s point of view,
however, this does not
translate only terms of ‘the

! protection of the’ pristine

only in terms of the protec-
tion of the rare orchid, im-
portant as there may be. For
us, it is very much’ about
people. 1t is about recogniz-

ing the need to m.?m to people

the rights to clean air and

| water, and fertlle solls.

Today, such rights are .

denied to a vast part of hu-
manity.

a) One billion peo _m__:._,m,

on less than a dollar day.
b} One billion people don't
have access to clean
water.
¢) 1.7 billion people have
no access to sanitation.
d) These three figures

together result in two to -

three mitllion

.imminently avoidable
infant deaths a year.

el 1.3 billion people,

mostly in-cities in the de-

veloping world are
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breathing air below the

r..
1

Environm

standards considered
acceplable by the World
- Health Organisation.

) Seven hundred million"

people, mostly women
and children; sufter from
indoor air pollution due

to biomas burning stoves

that is equivalent to
smoking three packs of
cigarettes a day. .
g Hundreds of million o
poor, farmers ‘have
a_m:nc:w maintaining
the fertility of the soils
from -which they eke out
a measer living, =
To this stock of problems
we are adding a flow of new
challenges‘\due to popula-

tion growth that averages 90

rmitlion persons a year,
Collectively *this means

that, over the coming gen:

eration, food production

will have to QGEW

that are less dependent on
esticides and chemical
ertilizers than we experi-

-enced in the previous gen-

eration. _

It means that the cities of
the developing countries
will have to cope with an in-
creases of at least 160 per
cent over their current sizes.
The management of our
natural resources should be
don¢ in a much more
thoughtful fashion than
that practiced to date, which
led to the ravages and despo-
liation with which we. are
all fallure. .

But sound environmen-
tal stewarship is rooted in
sound developmental and

environmental strategies,

which must be based on
properly iidentifying the
right priprities, and these

are very much country spe- .
- cific. The key point is that

environmental priorities
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will vary trom country to h
‘country. Beyond air pollu-

tion, other forms of pollu-
tion could be a major prior-
ity.in some of the cities of
the developing world. This"
is how we hope that the Na-
tional Environmental® Ac-
tion Plans (BEAPs]), . which’
are now being promoted in
many countries, will be
done. _

We have to recognise that
rational activities do have
global pay offs and that this

is an area in which much
can be doné to promote the

global agenda from a na-
tional sovereignty decision
making framework. There
are, of course, global activi-
ties recoghized as such, and
it"is Jor these -thal special
instrument live the Global
Environment Facility (GEF)
have a special and cultural
role to play. L

- On the global side, the
GEF has been designated as
interim {funding mecha-
nism for the clitnate change
and Biodiversity Conversa-

tions, It is also likely to
come into its own as a
promising instrument of in-
ternational
prefiguring the

tnterna-

tional cooperation between

the North and the South and

“the intensive collaboration .

of the different agencies of
the UN system. .

In the developing world,
we are talking about new
household formation, peo-

ple will be coming into age,

sroups that will be demand-

ing jobs in the market place,
generating economic activ-
ity, and creating more
stresses on the environment

cooperation, -

~ tion %_m:n_.ﬁm & in pollution. '

~that the richest 20

~ already affected by the pat- '

terns of settlement and ac- -
tivities of ‘a rapidly expand-
ing population. So, the
coping with the root causes
of high fertility. becomes ab-
solutely essential, _

It is important to remind |
ourselves, as the UNDP’s .
1993 Human Development
Report did so eloquently in
the now-famous-
‘champagne glass’ graph, "’

of the world receiyve about 83
percent of the world’'s in-
come. The poorest 20 per-,
cent of the world receive 1.4,
percent. There is a huge dis--
parities both in consump-

For the average of the poor--

. est 80 percent versus the av-
erage of the richest 20 per- ¥ tition between East and; .Most of the people from|

+

cent. The average person in'.

the South consumers about

percent of the proteins and
about 6 percent of the paper,
9 percent of steel and 8 per- |
cent of the energy. that the
average person in the North
consumers, AN

On energy consumption
levels ‘the difference be-
tween Switzerland or Japan
for that matter, and the
United States is also about
one-half. The ' percapita
consumption of energy in
Brazil, China, Costa Rica, or-
India is very small fraction

of that. The percapita con-_
sumption issues must be-
looked at as well,” & these
argue for changes in -
terns of the North as suc

. Such disparities .&nﬂﬁﬁ

and

/-Low income countries with:
.a large population could
trade permits based on pro- \
' portional population rights

ercent

. free market principl

unanswered

at- |

as !
they argue for sound prac- .
tices in the South. .
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encourage is to think in
terms of tradable permits.-

to use environmental mn..-,ﬁ

vices with some of E-f.,-
richer countries. While this

is not currently on {the'
agenda of international ne-,
otiations, there is some-.

ing there for us to reflecti

on. .
The subtlé trail of aﬂl_.
original wildcast nature has,
been saved, has grown, and -
finally blossomed _wu the:

, the:
cornerstone of all our mod-.
ern economy. The free mar-
ket economy is beyond far

L

the most efficlent system.

the .fact that in-the compe- .

West, the liberal economy of © whom votes were
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leaders
ers -

b

‘tion s riecessary and should

.citizens. The poorer the
The collapse of, the commu- - - people, the more they put;
nist world is mainly due to: their hope in their leaders
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mmcnm or services. If a donor
ased value system were.
used,” we would find such,
things as forests, species,,
clean water, and eduction to,
be tremendous value. There _
are of great value even
though people are not will-
ing to pay much for them

clearly,  our present eco-:

. nomic system of ecological |

value is flawed. .

Economy is described as
a circuit, work and goods,’
capital and money circulate.
from enterprises to homes’
so thdt everyone gets richer.
This serves as the principles
for all evaluations of eco-t
nomic situations. But econ- .
omy is not a circuit, piles
nﬁ. The precious goods van-|
ishh while value less rubbish!
grows inexorably.

Environmental educa-:

be given to both leaders and

rather than in themselves,'

eing.so- _

the West was due much more” licited were from sprawling .

- 70 percent of the calorles, 58 ~ .efficient then the planned | Nairobi slums, where suc
economy of the East. Once : attitudes are prevalént, Now

the East-West competition-
is over, a close look leads to-
uestions. The

twenty years later, voters
are still being bribed to vote
for candidates who are op-

triumphant ‘free economy' Pportunist and are unlikely,
has resuscitated naturali tc promote ' democratic

selection, as merciless in¢

. the stock exchanges as it is

rinciples and : practices
ike honesty, accountablil- ,

in the jungle, .and fierce JIty, transparency and re-

competition insfead of de-
clared mutualism and stim- |
ulation. o
Market-based economies
is primarily concerned with |
quantifying the flow of
goods,. service and money
and defines value according ;
to what people are willing to!
pay for something. This is a
receiver based system of
value as conirastéd to one

-that quantifies value ac- .

cording to what was in-
velved in the 'produciton of

sponsibility. It is leaders
with such qualities who are
more likely to create-on en-
abling environment that
could address the issue of
urban poverty and unem-
ployment. But populations
change slowly mﬁ% tend to |
live for now. In our part of -
the world they tend to vote®
for leaders who have en-.
nacﬂmmn& dictatorship under,
such leadership, it is diffi- .
cult to promote protaatiss:
of the environment. ~¥&~
- : i .




