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Higher education: .Do we necd
higher education? Of course we need
higher education and research for
development of the country. But for
a moment, just for a moment, think
what will happen if all the univers;-
ties 1n the country aré closed down.

Some may say there wilt be very little.

impact, some other even may go
further to say that there will be no

_vmpact on our education at all if the

universities are closed down. We
need primary education more than

‘the university education. Again

another group may argue saying that
our  universities are  ‘“political
grounds’ of the potiticians. The vast
majority in the campus; students,
teachers and administrative staff are

sincere and pursue their education |

sertously. It is the minority groups of
“outsiders’ used by the politicians
who spoil our university education
system. This does not mean higher
education in the country is a waste.

Of course we need higher education

and research for our socio-economic
development. But universities should
be left in the private sector with
provision for scholarships for poor
mentorious students. i

Religious Education: Although
“human development” is the slogan

.of the day, neglipence of education

sector as a whole and bias towards
“religious™ education continue to
persist. In Bangladesh growth rate of
madrasha is far greater than that of
secular schoois (Anu Muhanimad).
~Medical Education and Health:

Government has withdrawn automa- -

tic absorption in jobs of the doctors
after their completing MBBS. 1 think
1 tisa national loss. Aithough we
need plenty of doctors in the coun-
iry, many go away abroad. Tt costs
quite an amount to produce a doctor,

which is a burden on our taxpayers. .

In the health sector, for 120 million
people we have about 25,000 physi-
cians in the country after 25 years of

‘development.” Some of therh are not

in the country and majority practice
in the large cities. The largest con-
centration of the .specialists and
physicians is in Dhaka. Poor people
of the country cannot reach them
Unless policy and system are
changed, and clfective . measures
taken, the situation will ot improve
and the general public, particularly
the rural people will continue to
sufier. Private practice of doctors in
government service shoutd be con-
trolled and monitored properly.
Information  Technology ~ and
Education: The importance of in-
formation technology is great in the-
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field of education, research and de-
velopment (R&D). Advanced tech-
nological developments are taking
place very fast in this respect. It has

started reaching Bangladesh as well,

though slowly. Computerized “Inter-
net’ and E-mail services'are by far
the most important for education and
research, as well as in commerce and
industry. _Our telecommiunication
system iSMiot that efficient as yet in
this respect, but ultimately 1 think
the system will be upgraded.

Education® aid Politics: Our
education system, particularly uni-
versity education is not free from
politics. Politics is not separate from
education. Ultimately, it has to be
separated, otherwise the prospects of

our education will always remain
-bleek, But how it can be done? Itis a

very very big and complicated ques-
tion to deal with. It depends on the
political system of the country. Wil
our political parties and politicians

like/want to do it? Without their
determination and sincere good will’

it cannot be achieved. Our President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmad com-
mented in this issue suggesting sus-
pension of student politics. But can
‘our democracy’ achieve it? I think it
should start from somewhere without
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further defay. The President has
spoken about it. The good result of it -
ts that the people have started talking

about it as well, though' the result is

yet to be seen. President said good

words. but good words arc not

cnough unless they can be translated

o really.

The President had revealed certain
facts while speaking at a centenary
function of a school at Jamalpur
district on the 3rd April 1997 (Pingna
High School field), blaming students
and teachers while sparing the pa-
rents and guardians for the malprac-
tice of copying and doing other
things including violent activities in
examination halls. Teachers are said
to be annoyed by the President's
remarks, but I don’t think they have
any valid ground to be so. I think it
would have been proper to bring the
parents and guardians into the pic-
ture as well.

If the matter of banning politics at
university campuses and all educa-
tional institutions can be taken up in
the parliament and a law enacted and
included in our constitution, then it
would be the first sign of good will
and mtention of our politicians and *

, political parties. But can it be done in
a society where education and poli-
tics are two sides of the same coin? |
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