| 'teehnielans in every sector.” | . ', _
. The . stagnattdn of teehnleal ‘education in" |

\Ltten tlen

" number increased by oniy three during the last
twenty five years. Pakistan which had a 51mllar ]
_number of polyteehnles befere 1971 now has about

flfty Even Sn 'Lanka ‘has ndtably .expanded

training and edueandn opportunities for its’ mid-'. i
| level - teehnleal manpower during the last two
decades. The*nnly exeeptmn in this regard seems to
| be Bangladesh All of these aspeets and much more
were - dlseussed reeently in a- eeminar jointly °
] organized by the Centre for Pnlicy Dialogue (CPD] _
and the Instjtute of Diploma Englneers o '
~ The 'seminar noted that eeuntnes at different' -

stages of deveélopment such as India- Paklstan

'Slngapore South Kerea and Malaysia expérenced . |
§ varying degrees of’ eeenernie growth and
deve'ldpment by prnrnetlng the ereatlnn of- mid— ,'
j level-technical manpower.”In fact; the mdustrial
§ revolution - in-. Ger:rnany ‘and " other Western
.. eeunmes Was triggered and sustained because they |
had - ereated -large numbers of mid level -

]

Bangladesh -therefore, is: rnest undesirable. Time

has come to recognize the very great necessjty of 'i
techrneal education ‘as supportlve of the goals of* |
faster. ecofiomic ‘growth fer Wthh Bangladeeh is N

o~
st:mring e BT ‘

Not only at- mterrned:ate levels that scope for
teehmeal education in Bangladesh has-shrunk. It °
is a ‘pity. that during the. last twenty five.years,

Bangladesh could not set up another full-fledged
| university like the Bangladesh University of °
( Engineering and Teehndlegy (BUET] at Dhaka!. The |
engineering college at Khulpa is néw called an

engineering university. But this description ‘is

I superfluous. and hardly befitting in .view of its .
} actual capacities to train students.at higher level
lin engineering and other allied branches. °

‘A great deal of resources are now being spent on

| expanding primaryand seeendary education in the-

country. Even madrasha - ‘education’ has been

recciving higher ailocations: ih comparison to the -

past. In contrast; spendlngs on technical education

- have remained stagnant. There Is an urgent case |
| for redrawing our’ priorities -and- to give greater

to teehnieal edu PO e o ]
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