ﬂlhteracy most

urgent problem f.

"today -

PARIS, Sept. 9: The struggle) ..
,8gainst . illiteracy has becomai
!"nne of the most u rgent prnb-l -

ilems of four times" according’

tn Mamadou Moktar : MBow, .

#the- Director-General of UNE-
CO reports AFP. E

q Speaking here yesterday on
ithe occasion of intematmnal
literacy day, hé deplored the
ftact that, as soon as & society
.had a written language, being;
table to read and write should:
igive some people . “absolute
, power” ﬂver thnse who could
. not, |

i Mr, M’Bow sald rogress {0e
'tward werldwide literacy had
ftallen for short of hopag Al
though rrofections showed the
‘percentage ¢f iliiterates among
the world's population. would’
.drop from about ome-third in
1970 to cne-gquarter-in 1990, he
- said, the {otal number of peo-
ple wha could not read ani
write would actuslly be high-
.er in 1990 than in 19’7& due to:
thn nsmg democrnph_lc cur\rﬁ
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