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 drafted and adopted in 1966 ever, still haunt the worlds
' and " entered into ' force in conscience. To . quote the
: 1976. These two Covenants, UN Secretary, General Javier-
together with the Universal Perez - de'  Cuellar, ‘Every. .
Declaration and the Optional day, every _ hour, in every
-Protocol, constitute the Iater- - region, the most . fagrant
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The New Nation

i HE observance of Human
! Righta Day -marks _the

adoption en 10-December,
1948, of the Universal Declara-

tion of Human Rights, which,
was conceived ‘‘as a common
standard of achievement
for all -peoples and
nations.” One of the main
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featur=s of the adoption of

the UDHR 13- that it was the
first occasion - on which the
organized community of pati

- =03. F — =

national Bill of I-;uman'R-ighté. '.

" “The Declaration was initi-
ally seen and formulated to

--be non-binding.- But over the

ons made a decharation of hu- |

man richts and fundamental
freednms Secondly,
\articles of the Umversal Deg-
laration
(NDHR) € #ablish the whule
range’ of ~.-civil, political,
economic, sociil and cultural
rights of all people. Thirdly,
_the UDHR is one of the major
documents of history whose
maia strength is its universality

and applicability to all couan-

tries irrespective. of size or
:denlngy, small @8 well as big
countcieg, and to men as well
-85 to women,

| The Deglaration is not a
treaty and therefore is not
legally binding. So, it was con-
gidered necessary tu translate

" it8  .provisions . into treaty
form and to define them in
greater .detail. As a result,

two Covenants, the Internatio-
na! Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and
the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights and-

its . Optional Protocol were

the 30

of.. .Human Rights -

comprise
‘Teview

" last forty years, a.comprehen-
- give legal framework has grown
out of the Declaration’s pro-
- . clamation of common stan-
, dards for all

“nations. Over sixty internatio- -

peoples and all

nal human rights instruments

" now extensively protect human

rights, from the two Interna-

" tional Covenants to the most
recent addition, the Coaveotion .

on the Rights of Children.

These -instruments now
treaty bodies to
-pational - practice,
special rapporteurs to iook.
into country situations or cate-

gories of abuses, and procedure
to take up individual communi-

cations. This gradual creation

of  a comprehensive system. .

to protect human rights rang-

ing from general priociples to -

specific bodies. and detailed.
psocedures is one of the most
striking achievements of the
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" abuses take pi:ir.:e;

for

- United Nations.

- In spite of aif these endea-

~-+yours of the wotld community,

human rights violations, how-

rights record .of our age is
stained by summary execu-
tions-and arbitrary arrests, by
" involuntary

Hing of unarmed demonstra-

tors and detention for reasons’

of belief and conviction. These
assaults upon the most funda-
mental notions “of justice and

human digaity cannot lcave us
They are assaults .
~-upon ¢ach aod every one of us.
- There can be no hesitation in.

indifferent.

our solidarity and no relentmg
in our struggle v

A person may fall victim

to human rights violations
. mainly for two reasons. Firstly,
lack of knowledge or
gwareness of his or her rights
-and  fundamental frcedams
and secondly, for the lack

of political will on the part of

the government -concerned to
promote and to.protect its
citizens. Human rights will
never be guaranteed unti! they
come to permeate the very
political ethos of a nuci:ty.

JHuman rights udunatmu can
play a urucml role over the
"Jong tetm io preventing human

- rights violations. The Umted

Nations General Assembly
a 1esolution, 217, A (l1}) uf 10
December 1943. by - which the

General Assembly proclaimed ..

the Universal Declaration of

.
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literacy and post literacy pro-

grammes. At the Undiversity
level, ‘human rights should also
be taught as a subject " integra-
ted ia - the appropriate discip-

- lineg and in  particular fieids

—

 levels of instructions.

.such as philosophy, .

*  DBesides

political
gciencée, social welfare, law _
and theology, and they should
be- taught as an mdenmdcnt

-gourse, special training course

on I:lu_man rights also be
organized in ao

justice personnel, including
policemaen, lawyels and Judges
Human rights law must be
integrated mto": the training
programme  for the pnl:ce
l‘nrcr:s.

- In Bangladeh ‘to introduce
human rights .cduation at all
there is
an urgent = need for the prepa-
ration and publication of
mary and sedondary - snhunl

uide-books and text books .
or human rights education

and human rights manual for

- the training of judges, lawyers

and officers of the law enforcing
agencies, f .
- -

.

this,
clearing house for information
and reséarch on human rights
should be  established. I'hu
clearing house should: (a)
coliect aud disseminate infor-

mation on .international and

~ national human rights legisia-

I:" - r. | "r.'

B cal advice on

yearbooks,

“integrated -
way to military as well as:

n- '

a natjonal
- the theme,

'tiun adjudication and other

human -right  activities, as

well as information, materials,

ﬂyllabl and  iastructional
guides for all levels and
kim:ls of education, and techni-
the establish-
ment of academically pre-
pared national  human rights

facilitate discussion among
scholars toward the setting of
priorities for effective human
rights research; (b) coordinate

and promote an international

system of exchange ‘of teachers
and researchers in the field-of
human rights and of materials,

" including information between .

trachers and researchers work-
ing in the fieid of human rights
as well as publications and
matérials  concerned  with
teaching and research in human
rights; (c) create a ‘curri-
calum centre for elementary
‘'school teaching matsrials on
human rights, including Kkits,
books and t:achmg manuals,
to help make them available
to teachers.

- The Co-ordinating Council
for Humaa Rights in Bangla-

. desh (CCHRB) can play a very

effective role es the clearing

house on human rights éduca-
" tion -

and”  information in
Bangladesh, The CCHRB is
going to organize workshop on
" ‘Bducation is a
human right”’,
first anoiversary of Humaao

- Rights Day on December 10,

1989.

{he htirﬁan

dmappearauces-
‘El“l widespread . torture, by

and should also

to mark the forty-

Educatlon for human rlghts

Akram H. Chowdhury

. - _—

Human Rignts,
*every individual and evecry
organ of society, keeping thig

.~ Declaration constantly in mind,

1

shall strive by teaching and
education to promoie respect

for lghese_ rights and freedoms.

ax

cunlmulng

In accordance with the Re-
commendations of the Interna-
tional Congress on the Teac-
hing of Human Rights held in
September 1978 in  Vieana,
human rights education and
‘teaching must aim at:

(a) fostering the attitudes
‘of tolerance, respect and soli-
darity inherent in human rights

(b) providing koowledge.
about human '~ rights, in bulh

their nationa! and international

demands that |

dimensions, and the situations -

established fur their implemen-
tation, (¢) developing the indivi-

dual’s awareness of the ways and

means by which human tights
can be trapslated into sociai
and political reality at both
the nationai and international
lovels ; | 3

In order to make-the
programme very practical and
effective, human rights must
be taught at all levels of the
educanonal system,

includiug the family, and in
education = and

as well
as in out-of- schnul scttings,

{

training prosramme mcludmg l




