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*also, can.be the relisious
- Communicators, our tradi-
tional “*educator’”, who have

HOW much more important

‘been newly empowered by the

modern means of

ern com-
munications for

cducation?

. And how can they contribute

far more toward the goals of

" ' empowering people with know--

s
+

 ledge and learning skills ?

MOBILIZING ALL
CHANNELS

. - In the area of child protec-
- tion and survival, substantial
.+ achievements have been made

already. If we want to trans.

. late these experiences to the

- eduction_ field, we see quite

cleararly . that *“‘education for
all’”" caonot be accomplished
by the education sector alone,
nor by governments alone. If
we want to take this goal seri-
ousiy, a major alliance of new

partners must be brought into -

the act.

Nor is this a task abplicable
only to the Third World.
Surely, the strongest benefit of

global eathusiasm for ~ Basic

Education for All will be felt

by the worlt’s poor. But, as
an Iindication of problems in
education shared by developing
as well as industrialized coun-
tries, besides the 900 million to

-1 billion illiterates in the Third

World, there are close 1o’ 30

rates id the US and Canada.
Furthermore, rich and poor

nations.atike share such prob-
fems as drop-outs,
otherwise irrelevant. curricula
and low quality education that
Is inordinately expensive, to
name but a few, :

dated or

We are all faced with.a

common challenge: How do we

million fuactional adult illite- .

. families.

- breakthroughs are occurring in

overcoming.

. usly, much more evaluation

- and research and dissemination

of l,he_ results are required.
One’s imagination is piqued by
the massive Integrated Child

these problems.
How do we go-to-scale -on'the

lessons being learned? Obvig-

Development™ Service in India

wh_ich reaches .20 million
children, ages 0-6, in a com-
bined programnie of health,
nutrition and non-formal pre-
schooling, = Or by experiments

Committee (BRAC) a -pog-
governmental organization, is
working with
among the poorest of landlesg

‘ Daily  attendance
rate 1s over- ‘95 per cent and
the drop-out rate js only 1.5

per -cent. The Bangladeshi

Ministry of - Education hag -

fitst three yéars of schooling
t'ur_the:; children’s education.
This has boosted: enrolment

from 25% to 90% of the child.en

of the age group. Some appar-
ently brilliant innovation, in

the government
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Throughout the. world. tem for the purpose of empo-

wering peaple hwilh knowledge
to their well-being 7
}}{hat can be done,.by peugle
like us and by thoge whom
0 help

acilits : through
=-wh__1ch people will hav5'5¢vet$al
times the knowledge —relevant

‘they do

Our efforts to increase the
commitment to relevant educa-

relevanpt

. We can -influence,
facilitate processes -

kriowledge—tha
‘today? 5 ’
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tion .in different forms haz 3.

moral dimension 'as well asga

| _ X _ practical dimengsi P
such as the new primary school . Y ston., Perhaps
model bei[_lg dcn:eluped in Ban- | iig‘;ﬁérdsltﬂﬂ?ﬂ the moral dimen-
gladesh, in which the Bangla- P .
desh Rural . Advancement After a decadc of gestation

the United

_thif_ Cﬁhi:;i.- The
 wiich  provides an jmport
Internationally-agreed st;ndaal"?lt
asserts the right of the child to
an education, and also to edu-
cation about child syrvival

.also pioneered a2 satellite - 8nd development issues.  Chil-
system of ‘feeder schools at dren’s rights, of course, traq-
Bhaluka.” Communities have slate in_ reality to adults’
been involved to provide for the coponsibilities.  Thas, the

Convention assérts the respon-
sibilities. of Statés to geveral
specific measures in providing
an  education for children
based on the recogaition of :

"*—the right of the chiid to

Nations- General
Assemblg has now passed the
Convention on the Rights of

Convention,

better prepare children for schoo-

training of teachers, fostering.

- education, and with a view

§-

Jing/and schools for children so

to make the formal education
system more relevant and less

expensive? Developing countries

must discover how to make the
:formal - gystems both

of parent participation, and

. development of relevant curti-
. cula and . effective pedagogy

may well be- replicable at low
COst in many other settings,

BASIC CHALLENGES

We face two basic challen-

ges. First, "how can . basic
education be universalized?
How do.we putthe all in
“‘education for. ali**'? . How do
we reachthe people at the

margins of society with . basic. "

T

life skills? .
. . The second basic challenge.
18 how to greatly increase the -

~ to achieving thig right
progressively and  on the

basis of equal opportunity.”

Furihermore, " the Con vention

asseity the responsibili ‘
States ° woof

“To ensure that all seg-
ments of society, in particalar
parents and children, are

, _infun'neq. have access to edy.

cation and are gsuppo ]
the use of basic kncfﬂglerézg :::[;‘
child health and . mitrition, the
advantages of breast-feeding
hyg;enq and environmental
sannation and the prevention

. of accidents.’

s .
T

effectiveness
. knowlgq5e£cgmmunicatiun Sys-

: _ COst
| ‘effective, and, even miore
‘ - importaotly, more relevant,
_ and capable of retaining

| ,stodents, while the industria-
- Jised couatrics must seriously
e face the relevancy issue, and
<4 . also must take the Jead—with
“f crcativity—in discoveriog how
to modernise these new revolu-
J .tiozary commuagications me-
t . -Chanisms for formal ingtryg-
£ i “.ﬂﬂ1 v - =
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100 countrigés have now endor-

. will comprise

‘the same “efforts.

- channels of

November 1989 by the UN
Assembly - perhaps
symbolizes a new favourable
world environment for bring-
ing the issue of human -needs
and human devélopment to the
forefront. There is now a very.
distinct possibility’ of a Summit
Meeting of World leaders on
children next year. More than

sed the "1dea of holding the
first evér north-south-east-west
summit exclusively on chil-

‘.dren’s -needs. -Such a summit
‘would be -an - uoprecedented

historical opportunity to mobi-
lize national and global efforts
in favour of giving children
and adults the opportunity for
basic relevant learning, -

-As we enter the final

" decade of this millennium we'
may ask what more

precious
legacy could be left to the 21st
-century than the'education and
health of those people who
, the socivries of
‘the future—that s, the chil-
-dren of today. Perhaps, In
fact, there 13 a preater gifl.
‘But it will be ° given through
Thoe single

greatest gift  of this century

~could be crystallized during

the coming decade. It would
be to mobilize and restructure,
in the 1990z, all existing
_ education—of
communication—for empower-
ing people, including particu-
larly those curreatly largely
unreached, far, more than ever
before, with the vital retevant
knowledge-presentiy available.

If this is accomplished, socie-

ties of the future will take for
‘granted that education is
everyone's
ponsibility. Such an cthic
.would help ensure the well-
being of children for .genera-
tions to come, and it would
offer convincing evidence that
we are progressing as a more
just and humane civilization.

_ As regards the gther d‘imcr_!- '
sjon of the practical side, it.

of the existing

—_— .

The adoption of the Child

e

_. Rights Coavention “on 20

/

concern and res-

{
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regions perhaps, the economics

' of trying to achieve Education

for All presents a rather harsh
reality, One of the basic pur-
poses of the EFA initiative
however is to try ~ and get that
reality transformed. Why

‘should basic education not be
‘affordable’ ? The short-sight-~,

. with

edness of cutting back on basic
education. budgets -.that are
already low must be realised
and -must be fought—and aot
just by the ‘education sector
alone. The countries .of this
region can afford many things.
But they can not afford poverty
and poverty cannot be fought

by people incapacitated through

lack of education.” Therefore,
education .must be given its
proper place on the potlitical
and developmental agenda.

, Also +from a- practical
point of view the wealth of
experiments and expecrience in
the countries of the region is
almost unparalicled. However,
there has .been only modest
success in  bringing these

experiences to all the children

and adults. Can we come up
enough  constructive,
positive approaches for dealing
with the enormous issues and

challenges that we face in going

- to scale in education for all

in thé same way as we have

such as the. protection against
preventable
the . framework of primary
heaith care? In order to do
this we must sustain the intel-
lectual and practical energy
that has for so long been direg-
ted towards the questions of

~ *why’ ‘what’ to the questions of

‘how’, The question of *how’

may not be as glamorous as.

. the other twg. This percep-
tion has to be changed if we -

want to achieve what we say
we want. “ N
For, in the end education

- gucceeded in some other areas

is not only a human right, advo-
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cate by educstionists.. With-
out it the inequities and the
disparities that ‘create and
maintain. uaderdevelopment

"will increase and threaten not
only the survival and develop-
ment of entire nations but also. .

-
,?— . the hope of the creation of
"~ more . just and eguitabie rela-
= -~ * tions between the nations of
IR\ the world, -

e T | - . A strong message of endorse-
may be mentioned that in ment of the. following three
many countries of this region, . main goals for the next decade
and even more so in othér _  of thé global initiative on

Basic Education for all, should
be sent to the worid conference
on education for all'in Thai-
land next March. . '
(a) at least 80 percent of

'ﬁ-“

=

. ptimacy school  age children .-
achieve a minimum-level of lear-

of

ning as defined by each country,
(b} the . illiteracy rate of
adults reduced at least by
half froi the 1990 level with
priority given to women-and
giris and the productive age
group of 15 to 40 years, and
' (c) ali members of society
have regilar access to basic
know!ledge skills and informa-
tion disseminated systemati-
cally.and widely through all
channels of communication,
aad education for improviog
living condition of people.
{d) the meaning and scope

- of education be broadened to

diseases Wwithin -

include incalcution of-societal
values so that scourges of the
society like drug abuse, AIDS,
destruction of eavironment can
be prevented .

The Thailand Conference
on Meeting Basic Learning
‘Needs has the potential to be.
corae the turaing point in the
field of basic-education, much

as 1978 in Alma Ata was the

" pivotal moment for those com-

mitted to “Health for All.”” It
is a formidable challenge—one
which we could only dream to
meet with the intensive leader-
ship of exactly those of us

gathered here today. Can we

bring the benefits of modern
progress-through education-to

all ? ‘For the future of our

chiidren-and of our world
together, I think we can.

[The  writer,

paper at the  South: Asian
Regional Forum on Edu-
cation for All, Dhaka,
receatly] .
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: who is
Director of 'Programmes at
UNICEF, presenied this
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