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ito be around' twenty-five per cent. The literates include

.

although a substantial number of univeisity graduates are
“there in-the employment market. Even if computed at’a
! rate of ten per cent the gross nuinber of educated and
* gkilled - hanpower stands at around ten million.  And
| compared to relatively less populated devéloped .coun-

' “The current rate of literacy in this country is reported

Y+hose who are dropped out at even the primary level. .
Many of them get de-literated over the years, when they -
' havé'nio occasion to go over the pages of a book or'a
# newspaper and_even. to write_ a letier: The effective

l literacy may thus be far below the recorded percentage, |

; tries, Bangladeshi- has a fairly -big ;édlicated_: mass. . . - .

| éngaged in gainful employment. “There is 2

" And, not all the educated and ‘skilled manpower is -
| opsiding of
i emphasis on the level of education in this country. People

! ‘tend to line up for admission to universities and colleges in .

 preference to. institutions for. technical and “vocational

, training. There i “also a..demonstrated insistance of

_kindergarten schooling as.against that available in primary
" schoots. Urban people have showed their preference for

-

_ English’ medium schooling and that-at ‘a relatively high

" cost. As 4 result, a sort-of ‘a- countervailing trend- in

education continues side by side with. the one officially

- - In the.given cbntext-'the authorities’ seem to;have

-

 attached higher priority to setting up universities seeming- -

ily in preference*to primary ‘schools. While the eighth
{ university is'under consideration and is likely to be set up
{ at a tremendously high-cost at Khulna, the network of

i'priii_lar):' schools has _yet: to cover all the -villages in the

- country. Even .0 municipal afeas, there are not. many

. government-run primary schools. At the secondary and.

highe"irsecoﬁd_érf level the situation is not any better. in
most of -the places, local initiative lies at .the ‘root of

.rl-.;.

_ establishing a secondary school or a college.

All these -are largely the outcome of the {ower priﬂi:ity _

. attached to education.-Some estimates put allocation for
+education -to be somewhere below five per- cent -of the

- revenue budget. Though the dévelopment.budget covers

the expenditure -on physical facilities, not - all- of the

\ p;ﬁject_ed?.facilitiés‘ are completed in time.-Many of them

= -

- are staggered due to non-availability - of the- réquired

amsount of money in time. -Libranes and books remain

L
=

! quite inadequate due to shortage -of conds - for their

acquisition and maintenance . Above all, the teachers and

periods -of time at the cost of. the interest - of students.

| fat:ul'ty_members_nﬁr’é either not recruited in.time or are

§ sent abroad for training and education- for very long

P The cumulative result is now quite obvious. There is

%edﬁcat‘eg unemployment compounded with 2 mass illitera- .

cy. The allocation for éducation is much lower than that of

B

neighbouring -cﬂuntries'iilpluding India. Unless the educa-

tion sector is pulled up with added allocation, the literacy -

» raté will not go up to some eighty per cent reached, for

“example; by Sri Lanka. And the burden of the guardians "

costly, institutions ‘will not b reduced. One woul
' b T TR W T e -c:;iis-rftaﬁhf} ATt

say that the social benefit of

‘to get their children educated in privately-run parallel, but.

jg’reatﬁrﬁihj‘fﬁ;-thh’t#‘“‘rfEnffﬁihéfj‘i;_ sector=1t-is" time=ali “the
tissues relating to priority to and funding of education were
. grappled with. They have to be debated in Parliament and

“other academic and institutional forums and that with a
view fo striking a balance between allocation for educa-
 tion and that for other sectors.. e e

‘maintaining more than one -stream of education at the
| primary level. The profitability of running kindergartens
is ‘open to- question relatively to the. goal -of ‘universal

-primary _edugatian:--Likewisg‘jmadra‘sgh education at the

One may reiterate that ither_é i« no tenable reason for
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primary level has'to be brought into-line with the goal of -

* gainful education.. What is.peeded is the ddoption of a

practical curriculum for all the children of the country in -

- preference. to one for diffefent forms of education or the

‘other group.-It is needed to lay the rock-bottom founda-
“tion of education, if necessary, by augmenting allocation -
and integrating the existing divergent types and systems of =7
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