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' APART from the unséttled
conditions in- the highest seats of

ledrning in the country; high rate of
failures-in §,8.€. "and" H.S.C. exami-

In. the news for quite some time. The
Ieport appearing in a Bengali daily
. based on elaborate statistics that the
programme of universa] . primary
‘education is going to end. in failure
and 'a front page - picture ‘appearing

~in-another daily of open-air class

being held in a government primary

school due to dejay in repairing of

the damaged schoo] building fit well

Iinto--the texture Of_ the unedlfylng"

story of our education. An interviéw
of some educationists on the causes

and cure of the high rate of failure

N €xaminations and - the poor stan-

+-dard of education published in ano-
. ther daily puts the blame mainly on

what -have been described as poor
» standard

.+ TOOm, teachers’ eye on the income

from private tuition, defective sylla- .

bus and curriculum and faulty sys-

tem of education. The educationists -

interviewed have suggested. creation
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nations and mass-copying have been -

of coaching in the class-
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- 0f proper élfmaté_ for teaching’ in
- educationa] .institutions, employment

- ol ade uate number of properly

‘qualified teachers, _supply of text
‘books and other teaching aids in {

L time and sttigter test €xaminations. :
* ~ All these rhyme well with some

 of the recommendations of the Com-
- mittee -on Examination Reforms
- Which include ‘employment of ade-- t
quate number of qualified teachers, °
regular trainirig of teachers, impro-
~vement - of “socio-economic - status
~ of .teachers, creation of congenial .
. atmosphere in educational institu- -
. tions, instilling of "a sense of disci-
- pline in students and a sense of res-
ponsibility in teachers, o
_ The highest common factor that g
¢merges from these stories is the pre- .
~mium put by both teachers and the
. taught on money and nstruments of
- making: money, The -students are |
cager nowadays only to have a cefti.
ficate by any means and the teachers
arc cager- to earn more ‘and more
~‘through privaté tuition and other
- dubious methods, ., But neither the
teachers nor the students can be !
- blamed solely for. this when money
has become the sole criterion of
-value elbowing out all other valyes i
due to the prevailing socio-political |
conditions, The remarx 'made by ai
‘Speaker at a -recent seminar to the |
effect that high living and" no think-]
~.ing has become the go of the day!
constitutes a telling commentary on!
~ the inversion of - the value-system in-
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aur society., A'dding'.‘no action to
this formulation will .perhaps com-
plete this aphorism, Ways of making
quick money with almost no labour,
b and through - questionable meang’
i must be plugged and reward for
| honesty and hard labour ensured for
Tectifviny the situation. This ig a tall
arder no doubt. But a beginning has’
to- bé made somewhere. As it is

- always wiser to begin at - the beginn-

| 1ng, ‘the battle for restoring the
- health of the sacial ethos is to be:
begun on the educational front.
Sound system of education with the.
major  thrust on %cienca and - the
moral values along with the develop-
ment of agriculture and employment
, 8enerating agro-based industries 1§
i aiimperative which we can ignore ;
{_-only at cur own peril. . _/
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