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to be one - ofthe most

It has hlstn-

. . ugrically ~been a grim « 1eservoir:

-

oft cheap labour on which
the. eceunnmy depended. Now

it increasingly becom-

.marily in foundries,

the wssleland of an 'industrial
society in dectine, that . has no
more use for the labuur of thou

' sands of its residents, and which

no longer needs to provide the

minimal standard of living, so
" long associated with the welfare

state, Working class. people
have never been™ considered
.worthy of quality education—

their 10i¢ has been pre-ordained
as labour in industries and ser-
‘vices. Benefitting the least from
an economic boom and suffericg

the most in times of recesstion,
the black working class of Bri-

tain bears the full brunt of this

still pervasive -ethos but their
gituation is made worse by the
deep rooted racis:n that hasa

strangle-hold on the social fab-
ric of the country. The gquarter .

miillion strong Bengali commu-
nity in Britain of whom some
- 50,000 lilve in East London is
particularly affected.

In the post-war period " in-
creasing numbers of Bangalis
began to be recruited in Britain
as chicap labour Working - pri-

and the
rag and catering trades. Subs-

tantial numbers of singla Ben-

. gali men found themselces in
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-Stepney Green ?:hnnl was in
. _focus[when - a fourteen 'year P
¥ oM Belbrgall boy was brutally éﬁsetion oa 22nd November,
¢Maten up and stabbed, In i

1985 Daneford - Schoot was in

-the nedws and the

Against Racism
. organised an

e

- racism
E inner-London

N demenstrstmg

inner-London
., wude demonstration
- three huoodred schools and
three thousand Gve hundred
. people demonstrated against
- events at Daneford and against _
racism in the ILEA as manifest - as more aod more tension
jn its schools.. This was the
. first time that the
in schools led to an
wide strike
(although unofficial’ because of
uaion refusal to endorseit)  the.
the streagth of
aati-racist feeling and reflecting

East Locdon in the fifties., . It -
_ was not.anti) the
and carly seventies, after years,

~mid- sixties

of battling against racist immi-
-gration policies that men could

bring their families to join them ..
in the U.K. It was in this period
that the sense of & Bengali com-
maunity in Britain began to emer-

- ge. The emergence of the Ben.
gali community brought about-
a substaatial dependence on
statutory services, particularly .
in terms of huusmg, social .
services and education.

The way in which racism

in education has  affected the
Bengali community in Britain
is the subjest matter
paper. Young Bengalis are
coming out of-schools without
even & brsic education. They
have no hope* of eptering hig-
‘her education nor can they find
.employment. The tradilional
employment sectors are satue-

.ated, The level of achievement .
Aamong Begali childcen is among
%>"the worst, a fact htghllght'ed in

EAST ‘Loodon is eutisldered“-

.. deprived inner-city areas: *m 6
wpof Britain,

of this -
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the Swann Report of. 1935
It has beenabsolutely clear
to thuse of us active or intere-
sted in the field that the funda-
mental cause of wnderachieve-
.ment is directly related to the
manifold manifestations-of ra-
cism in education, not least of
all the high levels of racial
violeace allowed and toleiated
in-schools up and dowa theU.K.
East London ig a vivid testi-
. mony to this situation. In com-
- munity of over 200,000 Bengalis
growing by 9000 per year, more -
than. a quarter are settled in the
East Loudon Borough of Tower
Hamlets. Within the Inner Lon.
don Education Authority, Ben-
-gali speakers constitute by far
the iargest group  for. whom
‘English is a second language.
In Tower Hamlets more than
half the primary school intake
is gpngsli and over half the -
" babies are born to Bengali
mothers. A good number of
secondary schools have between
a 50-90"/ proportion of Bengsl: 5
pupils., . -
The way in which  this
yourg and growing community
is developiog is deeply affected
- by a system of education that
marginalises and - contains.
them as opposed to imparting
learning and knowledge.
| [nternal barriers include
matters such asthe level of
motivation towards education
geaerally, . the level of
pareatal involvemeént in edu-
cation, the attitude towards
educating women, the level of
general m:anlll:sr.:lss,tmrn*+ and
awarencss of educational i issues.
No one will dispute that there is
: seupe for improvement .in the
¢xisting situation - within _the
commaunity in these areas, How-
ever there is a strong t‘eelm
about. the appareat failure uf
the education system and more
"and more parents and activities.
are becoming directly involved .-
in campaign groups and as
governors of school. School
students are making strenuous -
efferts te urgamse themselves
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Campaign
in schools

in which

schools.

builds

issue of . East London.

actions

" the magoitude of the problem racist their

faced in Daneford and other
schools. Daneford had become

a Aash-point

- because of the long:standing
racism ~in ’ that

v and the level

fundamental
precisely

school
of physical

Aeffective one and .

Daaeford , school has changed . |
substantially and a permanent one temporary accomodation
forum with the- community has
énsured major
within the general constraints.

In mote recent years there
have been setions incidents at
Hotpeth and St Paul Way
The cycle coatinues

up in the sehmls of

The ILEA and other Local . fess”.
Education Authorities exhibit -
an uowillingness to challenge

“teachers and other senjor
staff, no ‘matter how obviously

actions are. Here Jies themost  ~  housing

ILEA'S anti-racist policy. The lived
policv is on paper and there is .
no mechanism to ensute its
- implementation, if, asis most

- black children is the

. gang .warfare,
- gituations.
+ Because the day to day

racial tensions in schools are
. allowed

" the cumulative impact can

and concealment,
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‘against the pérvasive racism in
schools. More and more young
' - women are entering community

work and becoming active. The
Bengali community is a dyna-
mic one in spite of the stultify-
ing odds it faces.- The funda-
mental obstacles toa good

education for Bengalis is exter.
.. nal to the

community - - but
greatly infiuence the . state of
the ‘internal’barriers. The pat-
ental involvement question
exemplilies this:

. Whereas it may be consi-
dered by some that Bengali

pareats do not care much about -
- their children’s becauss they

don’t- maintain ‘coatact with
their schools, what is much

- more perlinent as a causative
factor is the often unwelcoming
‘ and hostile atmosphere of these

schools, exacerbated by a lack
of bilingual staff. The fact that

notices dnd letters to  Bengali

parents are very often in  Eng-
lish does not help.
External barriers to educia-

tion for Bengalis can broadlv be
. subdivided into {1) Racial Vio-

{ence (2) Institational Racism

"RACIAL VIOLENEC
. The first and most obvious
barrier to the education of
level of
racial violence - and  har-
assment that they encounter
in schools. - This problem is

most acute in secondary schools
| and is a cause of great concern

in Bast Londoa.

of the fourteen
schools ia the
had serious problems of racial
violence including  stabbirigs,
and miagi-riot

At least half
secondary

to festar and grow,

often be horrendous, It is this

., process that inevitably gives

rise to flash-points where the

issue of ractal . violence peaks

and blows the lid off an insti-
tutional policy of containment
In11934

becomes

cult situation.
.the fact that

v ~ Bengali children -are homeless
racism in the

' .- because of-

b ﬁﬁamst Racism in Schools an plaaning -_and. allocation of .
led tomass: .  housing. This  often meaans

.- that for several years after -

1985. Since then the climate in ©  ‘coming to the UK thousands”

 to another,
improvements

times. - This

" families-

' selves

of theis head"

attitudes and

weakness of the

physicai ~and

the Enghsh school system -

impossible.
apnsltmg laek of support for ; ~
usereemmg " the
“handicap aad the mshlhty to
cope with the major chaoges

. ~encountered by pupils, - render
intolerable. an already diffi-

of children are shuttied from

after being forced
to ehsnge school
has taken 2a
much .more serioug turn as
Tower Hamleis council has
décided to évict 100 Bengali
because
supposed to  have left homes
ia Bangladesh making them- |
“intentionally home-

‘Hundreds - of Bengali-~
-ehlldren -may now find them-
‘se]ves on the streets or taken
mtu caré by the state. There
is also the factor of the
daily racial harassment abuss !
and attack families- faee in

estates and
strects, Only- thnse who
in . constant:fear
understand. the ‘great dsmsgeit
this causes  ia terms of both

5

~ Kids wete comiag into school -

racial violence. Pupils were:
. kept at home in large numbers
by parents as physical security
. became - the prime concern.
Stabbings were taking place in
; the eamdnrs aod mini-ciot,
" situations were breaking out,

with weapons. The ILEA

. Tesponse was to_say little and

. do less. It was the arrest of 12
teaehers and activists 'in front
. of the ILEA Divisional Qffice
in Tower Hamlets protestiag
at the situation at Daneford

. that brought horhe to many for
" the Gust time the intrapsigence .

and racism of the ILEA and
the brulality of the police

which assaulted and arrested ™

people atbitrarily. County

" Hall, the offices of the ILEA,

was strungly lobbied twice by
hundreds of pupils, parents

. aad teachers.

. Crucial connections bet-

- ween anti-racist teachers and

members of the community

. ,aad .support from other boro-

ughs , made the Campaign
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often the case, the manage: rity. Finally;
ment respuns:ble for imple-
menting aoti-racism, in fact
constitutes the most formidable
bd'r,ner to anti-racist initia.
tives. Can anti-racism- be taken.
“ seriously if authorities -remain
uawilling to set  up structures
- which willmake its imple-
mentation & priority irrespec-

ment and their

racial

tive of the subjective inclina-
tions of heads and other -
managers ?

. This brmgs us on. to the
issue of ingtitutional rselsrllls..
The negative imopact on the -
edueatlegn of Bengalichildren - Hm educatmn
begins tong before the child | 1.
comes to school. Racist
‘immigration policies force fa-

milies'to remain dividedfor  and- the

fo spite of 'ge‘ner_sl .
- . loud ooises abouat the under-

achiévement of Bengali youths |
disproportionate

The ‘?ﬂ

Jinguistic

Add to this
thoiasands of

gseveral.

they are

ek

mental secu-
there. 18 the-

. appalling housing - situation of -
many Bengali families, the atate |,
of their immediate environ- [

overall socio-

economic deprivation. -

Havmg made the point
that in the ultimate analysis
violeice in
- and educational establishments

can be tackled only by an
institutional commitment to
do so, wehsse to consider
“other aspects and .manifesta-
tmns of msﬂtutmnsl x racism |

- schools

many years. The process of / |evel of harassment they.face—

gorting out interviews aad
red tape can go on for several
years, invariably. discupting
normal ‘family 1ifé and edu-
cation. The loog deilay in
coming to the U K. causes
children to' come at an age.
when smooth trensumn intu_

m—ﬂ

fsllmg us.

Tu be mntmued

there has been no research
.done on the educational needs
of the community and the wav
in  which .the
Eaglish Education system ls

Eum-eentrie |

gal_l_ K
of’ London

botough have
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