The present.school system of
Bangladesh is 5 years of primary
education, 5 years of secondary
education, 2 years ‘of higher
secondary education and 2-5 years
of Higher education leading 1o
first degree. The general colleges
‘offer higher secondary, degree
(pass), degree (honours) and post-
graduate education to our
students. In them study almost all
the higher secondary students and
81.0% of students of higher
-. education. The rate of failure of
- the students of those colleges i

public examinations is vefy high.

-, The standard of education in them

1s not satisfactory. High rate of

failute causes huge national
wastage raising doubt over cost-
effectiveness of our college’
-éducation. . -

According to the ‘statistics of -
1990, there are 8 government and -
. 359 non-government higher
secondary college in the country.

In the government colleges, there
are 108 teaches and 3,332
~ students, and that. in ‘the non-
government colleges.are 5,385

and 1,39,972 respectively. On the -
the number of

‘other- hand,
government. degree colleges 1is
190 of which 36 offer degree

(honours)/post-graduate -courses

too. Number of non-government

degree colleges is-291. In tizz

government degree colleges there
. are 6,707, teachers and 3,25,277
stirderits and that in the non-
government degree <olleges are
6,076 and 3,55,331 /respectively.
- Yearly -per student recuring
" expenditure of the government is

Tk. 2,161/00 for government

.college and Tk. 699/00 for non-

government college. Allocation
1o college education 15 about 5-
6% of the education budgel.
However, the performance of our
college students as evident in the
public examination result is vety
low. Percentage of failure and
third divisioner is extremely high.
In this backdrop the standard of
our college education can be
judged.. |

If" an ~evaluation of the

K perfﬂrmance of students s

_undertakeri, it will be scen that
the Degree(Pass) courses show

that the failure rate is very high.

Distribution of performunce
“shows¢that (1) a very small

number pass in the 1st division

(1) some in the 2nd dwr:mn and
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(1ii) 2 big number pass in the.3rd -
division with a huge failure. The
.distribution of pcrfnrmant.L at the

public  examinanion 1s nol
normal. For the 3rd divisioners
and failures, the opportunity cost
of education is-very high. But
standard-of our education 1s more

lower than that evaluated because -

of unfairmeans at exammnation

- and grace marks by the boards of

education/ tmiversity. This result
15 only comparable- with a few'
third world countries. On the

. other hand, very rcceniy our
- public Service Conimission has

expressed deep cornern over thé

standard of our college graduates.

Even the privaie business

organizations are also dissatisfied

with dur present college graduate.

Standard of our college education,
is very low and we are now in a
greal erisis,

Problems of college

.+ -education |
Our collégds have a great role

in laying foundation for higher
‘education and to produce mid-

level personnel for various jobs.- .

[n the wake of its low standard, it
15 very much nmcséary of identify
1(s pmblcms and take steps.to

develop national talents. The .

possible problems on the way of
its standard arc discussed below.

Need for Improvement
of Curriculum and
- Programmg’ -
The present H.S.C. and Degree
(Pass), Curriculum is h1ghly

book-based and theoretical in
character. It even does not

cneourage analytical thinking and
development of skills. It does not

include physical exercise, games

and-other co-curricular activitics

 :which are essential for physical
dévelopment and emotional’ .
The .
curriculum fails to satisfy the -
intellectual, ‘physical and social

cathariss of the students.

needs of the students. It also

leaves scope for the students to .
- g0 aslray.
- imprnvcmenl

There is need flor
of cnllcge

.~ pood

LY
curriculum and enrlchment uf

~ college activities.
In Bangladesh politics by
college student has ‘a long

-tradition. Students political
' organization work as a front of a

main political party. At the time

- of natfonal crisis they have played

very commendable roles. Bul
presently student politics has

gone wnlem and one group wants

to prevail on others. They trouble
college =~ administration 1n

~ decision-making and often extort

money from the businessmen on

"gun point. The teachers are not
even fair in dealing with the

students belonging to political
parties. Violence and killing leads.
to closure of the ‘colleges. But

“ place of violence cannot 'be a

place of education. We need o
free our colleges from violence
and feeling of unrest, We need to

pruh1bﬂ studerits political fronts.
in colleges and need to establish

numerous club activities for
enhancing all round development
of students. Club activilies can
engage the students in pursing

‘fruitful things and studies. It can
provide an educational outlet for

pent up emotion of the youth,
Human relations

enwrnnment \
" In developing human resources
i  human;
environment is essential for the
college organization.-But in our

.colleges environment for good

human relation is lacking.
Teachers's are divided in matters

- of principles and ideals. They
~ often belong to clique group to
push personal objectives, other
-staffs have little respect and love

. .for teachers and students and vice-

versa.* There is little
communication between the
colicge and guardians. This is
unhealthy .and should be rémedied.

For the difference in
developmental stage and need, the
psychological and~educational

needs are different for higher -
secondary and higher education.

For the same ‘teacher it is

relations

difficult to maintain the same
high standard of teaching in -

those two levels. In other
countries too, college is the place
for higher education and not for
upper secondary education. In
order to impart education of high
standard 1o more matured students
it is necessary to separate H.S.C.
from colleges, on the other hand,
from the view point

- degrée (pass) course 15 Inadequate.

"But for our economic and social

‘system for the evaluation of
college éducation is a summative

" unfairmeans in examination has '

-curricular,- Coi-curicular " and.

‘high °
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reasons it could dt least be raised
to 3 years instead of 4, with this,

the present system of honours .
degree will be useless. Honours -
.can only be awarded on the basis

of marks or grade obtained.
The present public examination

one. For its absolute importance,

becomie rampant. For evaluating

all qualities and comnpetencies of

the students it is' necessary to
have system of f{ormative
evaluation too. And an evaluation
system should evaluvate . the
performance of the students in

social activities. |

Teaching profession d
standard of educalional.
qualifications and professional
commitments. The present salary
structure of the college teachers is
inadequate and cannot imbue
teachers to make great

professional effort in the job. In

terms of real worth the college
teachers of the 1960's used to get
15- to 18 times more salary than

the present one. Without adequate
reward system (salary) it will not .
be possible to attract qualified .

and competent persons o “the
profession. On the other hand the
present ‘best teacher” award as the-
incenfive system is good but no

adequate 1o encourage research

works in colleges. To promote
better teaching behaviour and
inculcate researches in cnlleges
both reward and incentive systems
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