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¥ T HE World Conference
] R . on . Education for AllL
" held in Jomticn. Thatl-
and, in March 1991, gave
participating countries an op-
portunity for a critical review
of their education/systers and
a redefining of their goals and
.strategies. UNICEF assisted’.
" many countries i1 these cn-
deavours “advocated
strongly for universal primary ;-
education, with emphasis on
education for girls and women.
. ~ early .childhood development
i " and non-formal education for -
those who cannot go to formal
.schools. UNICEF advocacy and «
- support have been for univer-
" salisation of basic education
. through both formal and non-
formal education’ as appropri--
ate in each country and re-
~ glonal situation. N
| : In some countries, inchud-
£ ing Algeria, Iran and Turkey,
. 'UNICEF co-operation with
« ¢ . ,"Ministries of Education started
after. the Jomtien Conlference.
It 1s significant also that the
spirit of Jomtien was reflected
{n new programmes of -co-op-
eration some of these coun-
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tries. especially with regard to
the education of girls ‘and
womern. : |

UNICEF programme co-0p-

v -
r

eration In basic education has '
been mostly catalytic. but fol--
lowing the Conference and the '

World. Summit for Children.
activities in’' many countries

have facilitated some reorder- -

ing of prieritles in country
programmes for the next cy-
cle. o

UNICEF support for early

childhood developmerit. has
contimied -in many countries,
most notably {n Cote d'lvoire,

Ghana. Lesotho and Mauritius,

where it constitutes the only
major UNICEF involvement.,
Other activities in this area In-

clude the development of-

home-based stimulation and

development (Colombta, Ven-
ezuela), the provision™ of.

equipment (Myanmar, Vietn-.
- am). teacher training. lor day

care {Caribbean nations, Nepal.
Sudan), needs
studies for child ™ care
‘(Malaysia, Republic’ of.Korea.
Sri Lanka) and- parent educa-
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Sariigh language, New: School |
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e World Baiilc has selected the New Schibotas ‘one of thie

develaping world's ‘thice.best ‘experiences i the ap plication
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e Venezuelais, in the process ol establistiing
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S 53 tralning. for administrative’ staff. UNICEE and

. . NGOs; wcluding the Save the Children. Fed cration; arc also

promoting it
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tion programmes - (Bolivia,

* Haiy, Philippincs}. )

Non-formal -

- education: .
About 40 per cent of
school-age children either do
not have access to formal
schooling or-drop out bcfore
completing the primary level.
UNICEF has been addressing
ithe need for non-formal educa-
tion' and the riceds of girls in
particular. In sub-Shaharan
Africa and South Asia. UNICEF
has also been focusing on cur-
retlum reform, teacher train-
ing and the provision of educa-
tijon materials for primary

The girls child :
" The éducation of girls and

1

the need to’ increase their -

enrolment and retention rates
in formal7and non-formal
schools have been a -major.
focus in the SAARC and MENA
regions. - Commu-nications

efforts .have emphasized the

education of girls and ' women
as the cutting edge'of women's
" development, dnd a number of
. Governments during the year
- gshowed new or renewed
- resolve to deal with this {ssue.
In Bangladesh, the Govern-.
ment declared -that the
education of girls would be.
free to grade 8. and that all
ncw primary-levél teaching re-
cruits would be female. In
'Djiboutl, the Prime Minister
committed himself to a goal of
80 per cent literacy for fe-

males under age 25, by 1995, °

.. Adultliteracy:
UNICEF continued its sup-

port for adult literacy progra-

" mmes. with special attention
~ to the qualitative improvement

. of teaching and learning ma-

terials, -training and social
mobilization (Benin, Botswana,’
Burundi. Kenya, Liberia, Ma-
lawi., Tanzania, ,Zimbabwe).
‘Literacy programmes for
- women have been linked to
skill-training - and income-
earning opportunities in a
- number of countries, China has
combined functional. literacy
classes with vocational training

~ for young girls. Sri Lanka has

combined vocational, mar-
keting and credit management
. training with literacy activities.

- pakistan and many other coun-
tries have incopporated liter-
acy and functional edu-cation
in development . progra-mmeces
for women. .

LLessons-on health: nutri-

tion, the environment and
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. radio in China, India and the !

. New York (July 1990} and in.

. prove co-ordinatfon of .the )

S i

.,;.ﬂ Il-

o —
= e AR
————

sanitation have been included
in health education in Benin.
Egypt. Mali, Mauritania. Uga-
nda and Zaire, among other
countries. In Latin’ America.
Facts for Life h..s been adapted
to incorporatc the psychoso- ‘
cial' component of child deve-
lopment in health and nutri-
tion cducation. CSD messages
have been disseminated thro-
ugh Islamic learning institu-

tlons. ) ¥
Innovation :
Among the innovalive |
approaches which UNICEF
continues to support are the
Escuela Nucva in Colombia
BRAC schools for older chil-
dren in Bangladesh. mobile
schools with muitigrade tea-
chers in the Phi-lippines.

education for teac-hers and -
students via television and

Maidives, and education for !
peace and conflict resolution l
“in Lebanon. Mozambique and !
Sri Lanka. - 4
An ad hoc UNICEF
Education Advisory Committee
met in New York in July to
discuss UNICEF's role and
strategles in the achievement
of the goal of education for all..
and it was agreed that staffing
in the education scctor should
be strengthened at regional
and country levels. An effort
has been made to devclop a
training package in basic edu-
cation for UNICEF staff, and
orientation sesstons were held
. for representatives and senior |
staff in West Africa, East Africa, |
the Middle East and Latin .ll -
America.’ I

Inter-agency colla- .

. boration: |
Collaboration among agencies |."!
was strengthened at the policy: | i
level following the Jomticn |
Conference. The heads of the
four sponsoring organizations

— UNDP, UNESCO, the World
Bank and UNICEF -— -met in
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‘Washington, D. C. (January
1991). All four agreed to in-
crease their financial support
' for the principal Conference
objectives. . |
The UNESCO-UNICEF Joint |
Committee on Education (JCE) !
held its second meeting in 1!
Paris {26-27 October), and ef- ° -
‘forts are being made to im- I

agencics' implementation of |
Conferénce recommendations. .
Agreement was reached on I'* '5
major priority areas [or joint: |
actiorn. — (UNICEF)}t
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