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The publication. of books of - Last year UNICEF agreed o 59

-“Bangladesh School Text Book
. ‘Board has sufferéd a major set.
. back due mainly to irreguiar

supply of papér from the coun.
" try's three paper;mills managed
- by. Bangladesh ijemical Indus.
 tries  Corporation; (BCIC) This
.15 not.the first time that dislo.
cation .in publication- of text
_books has been cihused. much to
~the . inconvertence: of. the stu..
“dents.* This is almost a regular
ﬁature every. vedr. '
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. ¢ The KPM which was. ke.

. .this year = for supply of 3.300)

. was del
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xt books.

supply paper for publications of -
books by the Text Book. Dpard
from Class 1'tp Class.1V under
its universal literacy programme’
The Karnaphuli ~ Paper Mills
(KPM) run by the BCIC got the -
rder from ~UNICEF to sup-
ply 3000 metric tons of: differ,
ent  varieties of paper worth’
gver two million ;U.S. -dollar,
‘equivalent” to about Tk .gix?
crore, 2
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closed -for three months at vg
jrtous period last year failed to
supply the: total quantity of pa.
per to Text Book 'Board. %he_
JEPM  was dué to supply the i
fotal . quantit
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§ o & - was kept closed for Balancing
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isupply of .paper. f{rom
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- paper suppty
i o II* om g Col. 3}  gate in blaék% 'rlna.'ﬂ{ie:tI it is atleged
. poge 1 Often - they. cannot  comipicte
the production of books for the
shortage“of ibinding ©DapLT, the
publishers -regretted, L
" The BCICi .is a top-heavy ©I-
ganisation headed by ifs Chaijr-
man who is:holding the position.
for the last eight vears.
The pmport of paper is nOwW
banped in the. country s the
crisis .38 acuytely. felt by the pub-,
tication in‘dq;trr.v.' -
" Meanwhile¥ UNICEF is trymg
to obtain. :special . agwmmenE
- permission “for the imuort o
paper fatv the Text Rook Board.
On the other hand the
‘pension of “production in the
paper mills :for Balancing, Mo
dernisation .- and Replacement
MR) undertaken by BC allsu

m time ‘to time 1s not
pecessary - according {0 - mifi
jedgeable source. Some pub

shers viewed that the BMR mea
sures ‘are taken periodically by
BCIC as a measure to manpu
late the market sg that paper
can be sold at-a higher price 1t
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Modernisation “and Replace
{BMR). , :
A senior officia] of School
Text Book - Board told me that
.khe blame cast upon the Board
for -delay in production of fext-

ks is largelvy due to 1 e

£

masnt ¢

urce. S
Other factors

responsible
' Some other factors:responsible
for the delay in . production of
text books are. 1 r power
supply, workers unrest .and
general apathy to publication of
books by the publishers follow-
ing lower rate of profit provided
to them: The publishets, appo-
inted by the Text Book Board,
are reluctant to produce the text
books -in time as thev earn little
profit' of i, a- Text Book Board
source said.
Qeveral leading pu
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blishers of:

of paper. to the. city - whom 1 interviewed g alleged. v -
Text Book Board by December .;gied tlh:t.'the Text Book Board “gowe publishers resented that
last year.. Till now the BCIC . ajways supplies them the mand pgrIC has soifar failed to exporé |
could not supply over 30¢ me. & uscripts at .the fagend of ~the ,ner in ‘the world market ans
tric tons of paper. ' . year and as such the productiol -eyap. could not m~ke sngmﬁmg
As- a result, the praspect of ig delaved. ' —mw  — i . progress to meet ‘e local /7//
getting . further order -from :“—— “Nmand. . o

UNICEF for-BCIC paper has
become bleak. The UNICEF has
also invited international' tender

4:
.\

‘metric tons of "paper for the!

. Bangladesh Schog! Text Book.

Board. When comtacted an offi. |
cial] of BCIC saiq that the (]_f'-.'i

lay in supply cf UNICEF paper

" to the Text Book Board was]
. wmainly due to dislocation in pa.’

per production at KPM for, shor.?
tage of pulp. Moreover, theréd
ay in receiving the pulp
from Canada owing to dock wor,
kers strike thefe the official
added. With regard 1o susspen..
sion of production at KPM' for
three monilts last year the offi.
‘cial pointed out that the mill

—See voge 12 e 4 ./




