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'  Text-Books

The Text Book Board has since. explained its post-
- tion in this regard blaming the delay, among other
factors, on ‘the non-supply of paper in time. Among
'other reasons cited in the government harid-out is
Jrregular powersupply. . . B
- Be that as it may, the fact is the delay has

| occurred and been responsible for the lacuns
j_ in the distribution of text books - But the probiem | -
[ bear examihing at a deeper level. And there gne
Is confronted with one primary- question.. the de -
mand for hooks at.the primary leve] itself for tha
year 1985 is' three “crore and forty-four lakh; and
the ' Text Book - Board is to make necessaty
arrangements for . their supply to studerits. Apart
from paper or - power shortage the - problem is
bagically one of management : in the most comnlex
sense, SR e s
. “To'begin with, this is a formidable quantita-
Live problem. And where the - ‘quantity ‘remains.
50 unwieldy,-quality +is bound to suffer, And that :
is exactly what has allegedly happened. And public S T
criticism is directed not only' agsinst belated or P o~
irregular supply of books,~but also sharply about |
the quality of books, the. suitability of the sylla.
huses to student age-groups, the “student capacity
Lo receive and benefit by their class-work, to assimi-
late what they.are taught'and a host of other prob-
lems facing-the young children .down the entire ling o
from the primary to post-primary levels. The fact
Is the- Board has bitten off more than it can chew, - B
..~ The crux of the probiem is the mononoly one | | N
Single agency enjoys in the preparation, distribution | |
and supply of books. And . afny monopoly which {
means exclusion” of competition is bounid fo have |
an adverse effect on quality* While. free competition
improves’ quality. monopoly blocks it . Ahd to allow
this to happen in regard to children's. educsdtion is
& serious matter. - - . |

[ concerning text-books and their preparation ete. |
bears comparison with the system prevailihe during - .1
* a” whole period under Britis_.h rule and sometime

Stands - out is the supetrior quality of those hooks.
And it was made possible by an | open competition
Among writers. and ' publishers and the freedom of
choice by the schools - concerned to tnake their
selections .out of g ‘.variet’y- of Publications ' The

. n any society, particularly in-one in the making. - |
Ahd we are a society.very much in the same stage. . | B B ¢
! - Besides, this is a-form of centralisation which g
is out of keeping with the concept . of decentralisa-

tion the adiinistration is trying t6 work out. We

can allow freedom:and:choice at least, where. weg -

can-do so with" d“diﬂfiﬁiﬂt?%‘:whatever,finHfaiméss".td_@ { :
'a generation of youngers. whose educational and in- { .

tellectual equipment has been. entrusted to ug as
tleaders - and administrators, . - L e
- Aboyt text-books there are also other complaints:

among théem are: they make, mostly, difficult fead-

ing for fledglings in education This is primarily a

language difficulty. . And to make books readable *

and therefore enjoyable, specially to childfen, is a '

Specialised skili. The-books are also-cverloaded with - ' 1
- topics and details In most cases they lack a scienti- ‘ | S
SR ‘tic arrangerment of subjects. Most of them are uni. . —
. ) maginhative in their overall make-up- and selection
of Subjects. The propensity to ‘teach’ rather than tn.
delight and inspire puts oyt the young reader. An
unnesessary seriousness-—ard message-mongetring—
spoils much of the humanities, taught. T

.- Specific complaints have .been -heard about

ome groups.of books such as social: studies,
mathematics and science. The main problem with
science books is that most. of the topics have béen |
S0 treated as would ‘call for classroom-demongira-
tion or laboratory experiments for. which few, if
any, facilities’ exist in .most schools. On top of . all
is the oversize_ syllabus. The anxiety to teach nearly
everything under the sun (a permissible hyperbole)
and in a dry.and uninviting style is out ‘of place so
far children and their mental . responses are con-
cerned. The old{fashioned : pedagogic ‘need for
\students to cram long poems plus the cudgelling of
he brains required by difficult (often: ill-nroposed)
rithmetical problems is almost the last straw on the
young reader’s -back, . S |
- The remedy obviously lies in one, breaking up
the monopoly of preparation and. distribution of
text-books, two, a thorough review of the syllabug
and the texts-of the ‘books by a grou Of experts;
three, cutting down the overloaded syllabus: im-
provement .of the language—and, last not least,
redistribution of emphasis in favour of techmical
education. Above all, a streamling of the whole range
of primary to post-primary education with a thrust
on bringing it close to our intellectual and. sorio-
economic needs. Such a renovation will be possible, -
as we have said, only in an open and free competi-
tion in. the preparation ang production of text-
books.. - o -
The purpose behind children’s education is.
primarily to give them g grounding in language
which is the vehicle of knowledge Next,, to stimu-
late a sensitiveness to subjects and not exactly to.
teach them. Not to turn a child into an adult over-
night, but to help him grow into one as naturally -
and.organically as a sapling grows into a tree,
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