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The Text — book Scandal

\the Mrnrstny of Educatlen or the Education Directorate to
}_ he criticisms which are belng voiced of the Curriculum’
fBoard’s performance in the matter’-of _text- -books.
/ approved and circulated by it. The charge that many.of its’
‘products dre not. only seriously flawed but a discredit to
the country’s educational pnlley has -been. repeated over
and over again during. the fast S1X mnnths or 5o, and those
: who ventured fo entre:se these books have offered ‘proof

plamt agamst the: Currteuium Beard was to be ltghtly
__dtsmtssed as aifrwnlrty C

| The main foeus ef these entrcrsms has been _the
.text-book-entitled Enghsh For Tedaj.r Book Eight meant .

to substannate rt “Yet, unfertunate!y there has been no N
response from anyone in.authority, as theugh the com- |
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There has been ne puhhe reaction so far erther frnrn |
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for. higher secondary elasses Those who have written have .

said time and time: agatn that neither. its contents nor its -
~language is fit for prescription.-What at best can be. ealled

]nuraahsne exerelses which no'newspaper worth its name-

. would cdre to print, written.. by obscure. men : whese.
' defi iciency in Enghsh should  be 2 reproach. te the
- proféssion they pursue, are betng forcibly thrust down the
throats of - teenagers whe have. reached an age when they .
sheuld he exposed to standard wntmg i Eaghsh

‘ “If English has to be taught it needs to be taught well
and effeetwely We shall.not- go-into the reasons why it

_— deserves to be retained: on-our syllabuses but it must be

'emphasased that neglect of. English as long as. it eont:nues
to be taughtrrs no sign of patriotism. Let us by all means |
. promote. Bengah at -all levels, butthis- must not be -
- rnterpreted as an exeuse for low edueanenal standards g

- -We have said before-and we repeat ‘that edueanenal
o standards are -determined- by- the: kind of text books-we !
adopt and. the qualrty of teachers .we- ~employ. *No
educational refnrm whatever the. mntwe and lnS.pll‘aIIﬁH ’
behind 'it, will yield the results expected if the quahty nf i
text-bonks and teachers ‘is ‘allowed :to decline.’ - i

f We are berng told that far- reachrng referm ef ther-
enttre system of edueannn is in the’ offlng But if such -
reform meant only-changing éxamination s¢hedules or.the: |
markmg system.or, the tnelusrnn of. one or two attraetwe
sub}eets nnthrng ‘much will be’ gamed ‘Most of our
reforms in the past have been of this kind, and what they
jaur:hrevet::l 1S there for all. te see.. Our standards have SO’
) | - idetenerated that a nnwerslty graduate today seems much - -

less equlpped to fmeet the ehallenges of hfe than scheotj -f-
leavers fifty. years ago.” - .- : - |
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The ~authorities - may weli plead that the aetual'-r

t | respcrnsrblhty of " taking care nf standards - has- been 'ﬁ

distributed among a. number of orgamsatrens meludm githe .~
‘Curriculum Board . That- may well-be correct, but- then’
.Boards need to have their: work and perfnrmanee re-
viewed, errtreaH},r from time to time. If the Curriculum
1Beard ieaps to the-. defence of «a pubheatren merely
heeause it spnnsnred it, it would- be demenstrat:ng a
narrowness of nutienk unwerthy of.an aeademle body.-We

these so-called: expertggwhe hive Jet it down by palimnify - §
-off on it a book llke Englrsh For Teday Book Eight. In the
interests of its own ‘reputation’ and- integrity. theé Board
-should. in our Judgernent throw this book outimmediate- *
ly and reestablish its eredentlal as an academic mstitution E
Ycdncerned with .the ‘'maintenance ef the highest possible i
educational standards rather than wnth the:sale of a book
unwersally re]eeted . The: ‘stakes?’ are -high. . A whole !
. generation of young ‘mén ‘and wemen are. being fed on a |
: book which. no “person with any knewledge of English i
cenld defend, and which wlll harnper their. rntellectual
_ development for good. | /
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do. hope it will ha?a{e the Sense not: taadent:fyatself wnh [
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