A Case for Text Book 7]

_*Marketing-*of*-text Ijt_)if}ksf for classes V1 tt;.; _IX"—ha_s )

just began. The good news is that the stude
now hope to get the books well within ‘the month

j and that'too at a price 18 per-cent less. than the

{ Previous 'yé"arS'.Buj: " that is stil a ho'pe' and

depends. largely on ‘the efficiency of the bi"nrding‘ )
Section, TilhSaturday only one 'per cent of the five

j crore books were reddy for sale, as much as 60, per
} cent were aufaiti_ng 10 bé bound. Any. dislocation at

! any point s'tartingﬁ-fromv ﬁhé binding section to the
. retailers’ end n}ight cause unforeseen delay .in
+ reaching the books {o the students. | ~
¢ - We hope that - will not. happen, specially -after
i the court case moved by the book publishers' ang

nts can

n the part of some quarters

publishing and  marketing .of

' | .resulting in inordinate delay- for the books
.to reach the end users. This time the challenge was - -
f €ven greater because many books were required. to

" add €W materials - besides going through cover
‘changes. That .led to a dispute between the fext

{book board and the samity. So'if the books can'be

delivered-to the traders for retail sale in time after

all such rows and “additions, this will be

considered a major achieveément by any standard.
After all, ‘there “is no. point s_ilbjccting the

students to unﬁ'ecessaljr trﬂub_les and harassment,

That exactly had been ha‘ppeljling* over the past 1}

years. Students could not procure some of the text N

books" even after half of the year was. over. This |

time we wish the ‘colossal lossin terms of lessons

in classes--or the lack of it due to unavailability of |
text bﬁoké--could- rbe' éverted. What we _nepq risj -rl
sincere co-operation Betwe?nf and among all the
rélated quarters to tide over the minor problems. |

- Obviously, the publishers’ and traders samity §

has a point. Books - without warranting any- |}

-addition tould be marketed in their earlier covers. ~

Covers are less important, what matters is |

! content. Then of course, the siaimity too- has no

} right to be reluctant to go for- the changes in. cover,

| if’ that ensured durability of’ the, . books or

{ otherwise improved the quadity 'of the same. In |
that case, some provision for compensation could .

' be considered without letting: the students to suffer. .-

I Now  we will'ask everyone concerned to speéd up ‘_I
his or her‘sh'aJre_ of the t:’:ls_k SO that the marketing" .
of tekt books and their availability for the -
studerits are ensured in time. The scope for. .
ﬁumipul’ation with marketing of t.ext.fboc_rks_ must

be climinated once for all. ' o .
L-“I'-_h——-h-—_,l-




