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Wldespread corruptlon in

bwldmg rural schools

* ™. By Touﬁque Imrose Khalidi " -

The education’ department

officially the biggest spender of . .
tax payers’ money, is not using
the resources carcfully and ju-
diciously if a recent inquiry re-
| port is any indication.

The CL uiry ' has raised
about quality of civil

works. expenditure nf money

“and supervision by engineers.

Much of the money allocated

"'.- r‘.fn- - r - -

for the suppésﬁdly most- -priori-
tised sector is spent on teachers’

a}' (poor though) and on physi- -

infrastructure (poorer). But

" negligence and corruption have

turned thmgs worse than any-
body woul

tures to house rural schnuls and

‘colleges: - - AL
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The officials. mvnlved failed -
to ensure-quality and paid bills
for non-existent wnrks the in-.

quiry found.
The inquiry, canducted by

. three faculty members 8f BUET

Jilg- T
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_and engineering colleges, cov-

ered 100 ‘schools, colleges and
madrasahs in -15  districts,
which were already built or be-
ing built by the Famlmﬂa De-

| partment o the Mimstry uf Ed-
‘ucation. -

The inquiry said its-findings -
only corroborated complaints
made earlier by many Senior
prulject officials. -

n most cases, the m?uixy
found, there were a lack of wis-
.dom and judiciousness in the

" selection of sites for physical

structures. “Structures were
built on lands below the level of
roads, or having slnpﬁs or
ponds adjacent to them." &-

“Same type of foundation
has also been used for all struc-
tures :without taking into ac-
count the difference of soil
quality in different places. In
many cases, the foundation did
not reach three feet below the
ground and cement plasters °
were not-done six inches deep
down the ground level. In some
sites,” the measurement and
depth of RCC casting felf short
of the schedule.” -

In inany cases, the inquiry,
said. it was found that the ve- -

randah and floors had.devel-
oped cracks and caved-in. “It
happens when sand is used in-.
stead of earth for foundation or.

when the earth is not properly .

compacted.”
n some floors, the casting

of patentstone was less than 25}

mm and of low quality. Cement

- casting was found toc be less,

than 75 mm iIin thickness in’

some cases and of poor quality.

. In most floors, polythene layer

or brick flat soling was not” |

used. .

~Some ceilings were found ~

danip, indicating water stagna—
tion ori the roof.

.- “Walls were found to have -
“cracked along the roof. This

happens if the walls slide down.

“The quality of cement plas-
tEr on walls, .beams, columns

and ceiling were found to be of
poor quality and ‘contained

. more sand than the standard ,

llmlt
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. The investigators also com

plamﬁd about furniture an
electrical fittings which wer
found to be of poor quality an
did not adhere tﬂ the standard
sel in the tender schedule.
. They found that it was not
-possible to know how much
;money was paid to the contrac-
tors since the accounts were not
properly maintained. There
were differences in the expendi-
~ ture on works, based on the
same desngn spemﬁcat_inn and
material.

“For many schools, contrac-
tors received payments for flat
brick soling which they had not
done. There were also inconsis-
tencies between the measure-
ment books and the works
done. »

“It was-learnt that many
school buildings' under differ-
‘et projects were completed in a
hurry It is not proper to carry-
out works without adequate
manpﬂwer that may have re-
sulted in the defects observed in
the buildings inspected.
= oncerned officials and
forhiployees themselves said that
ﬁ,due to insufficient manpower
“and rush to complete the works,
it was not possible for them to
supervise the. construction
works regularly and properly.
Almost all the executive engt-
neers in charge of the sites in-

pected had, their. families liv-

in Dhaka that made it diffi-
cu t for. them tﬂ perform his du-
ties.” :
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pefhaps imagine
whentit comes to raising struc- -
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