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| Boro and’ Aus crops benefit from the new network.
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” Pertaining to canals
" We have got off to a beginning on the country. .
. wide canal digging programme. There. is no turn-
ing back from it- The stakes are high. The golden
gate to averting the continuing food @nd money
-deficits through: doubling cereals output based on
j round the year irrigated agriculture is to be enter. ,
l'ed Fresident Ziaur Rahman's zea] should prove in. i
 fective with the tenor-seiting messages limmed on
iit, His exhortation at the inaugural at Shivalaya
‘meade two points—we shall have to build the coun-. |
try ourselves, ncbody would.do it for us, and |
| the hands that brought us national independence
in 1971 should be equally effiective in this war 1
!-01'1 want. - . -

that * puts . to .the severest test our )
| technical,” crganisational and participatory capsbi- |
[ lities -long practised on generally conventional
projects, barring a few. The canal designs ought
to give priority to the depth factor which 1 to
say that thesé need be dug- deep enough to hold .
. 'water against all cdds and even during the leanest |
. part of the dry season, <lfthe canal béds are .
 sufficlently deepened we will have ensured three

. advantages in the way of building a permanent
. and dspendstle water,  reserveir sysiem, ‘Water
| pumped into the canals {from nearby rivers. will
‘hold.in them just as rain splaches wili eventually
' cottle ‘there. But more significant, . the sub-soll
"sources of water will be within the reach of “the
Eeét‘nal ‘beds dug to -sifficient depths . with some
ifDI'EF:nOle,:dge shout the subterranean. - - . -
. ..As of now, the major rivers, their distributaries .|
jand the tributaries are keeping low levéls dhd yel |
" the coursés of the canals that are being excavated |
ean normally issume flow conditions with water
i pumped -into. them from' those sources. Bad mon-  }
‘‘'scon, in fact, a drought, is predicted for the next:
| year in this Teglon. Thus low levels of surface,
| sub-soil and rain’ waters are likely to persist in the:
future. ‘But the canals built with massive hum
) effort have gotl {o be'in use immediately after |

these .have been built - so . that the next crucial |

" The current digging exercise, by and large,
E'relates to moribund courses having original earth-
+ filled links to some proximate tivers. Hence giving
" some of the new canals their initial flows by low-

“1ift pumping devicss -shouid  not pose any imsur-
mountztle difficully. But in no case should this
preclude. our’ making thorough hydrographic and

r

ksubterranean. goclogical ,  studies on the projects...

pAS - anintegrattipartrof- theséhprobes, we mightasia)
twell delve”ifito” igoal ~ historles and traditions™to |
t gain.a.sense Of perspective  about the work on

'hend. Northern districts long back in time most
- probably had advanced irrigaticn networks large-
\1y independent of rains. ' SR

. The -canal . digging = programime ', when,

#taken up with . full intensity will bring’ to
light whai cur. waler requirements really arevand-1

'wa shall know where to direct our efforisiforgh
l.avb'lvmg a Icnm'prehenSive water management§ and ;

utilisation system. .~ 3 S
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