ﬁ_;rhe Kingpn of Gur’ dsvelap‘

| ment goal is the attainment of ..
self-sufficiéncy in food s J:he
doubl: ng of food prouduction with,
in the next five years. In this re-
gard the - country-wide .canal
digging programme launched by
President Ziaur Rahman a few
months ago as the first phase of
~ the ‘peaceful revolution’, has
gained momentum. The massive
response of the peo ple to this
programme speaks of not only.
their awareness but also their
determinatlo 1 to become self-
fsuﬂiment in food. *

*4 “

. Expressinu his satisfaction
over the ‘kig sticcess’ Of the pro- .

_gramme President »

. told a group of jourralists on

' 'I‘uesday at Patali Khal Project i1\
Cox's Baiar that the revised tar-

“ get for & gging one hundred sixty
canals would be further expand-
ed to cover 250 canuls. It is really

g " heartening. The President also
pmnted out that those who crifl-

~ cised the programme at the time
- it was faunc hed ‘have now come
- to realise and rer‘ogmue its tre-

- " mendous impsct’ and  positive
2 headway m the countryside:’. |
| It is worth mentioning in this ’

* connection that according to the-
original programme 103 canal
digging projects totalhng a' length

" of -about 500 miles in all the 71
‘sttbdivisions were to be complet-
ed through voluntary latour. En-
thused by initial success people .
from different parts of the coun:,
try specially’ from the snuthern
and south-western parts subse-.
quently pressed for inclusion. in

| ‘the programme new Schemes i In
their areas, The number of
jects thus went up from 103

e

¥

to

144 with the length of the candls T

r'-’r‘

"

increasing to 700 m: les.

It is ence uraging to note th a.tf
h the expanded -national can.ﬂ

Ziaur Rahnl&‘l\a_‘

p*o-

lang whmh had mtherta bee n c'rm-
sidered fallow due to paucity .of
water are now showing signs of -
bemgf turned inte green fields
w1thwpaddy and wheat because of
their coverage undar v:anal digging
projects. .The Pa'sli Ktal pro-
ject is'one of these succers stories.
ccordm; to report it would help
raising three crops. in about six
thousand acres covered under the
- said project this vear and 1In
‘about 40 000 acyes next year, The
- .project has a length of five and a |
half mi]:es and forty six pumps,
dlstnbutaedhfrve of cost havéﬁ;been
+ put into operation fnrﬁrr:fgatian
purposes during the current sea-j
son. Of’ﬁmal ‘estimates to the effect
that the admtmnd crop raised in4 .
the' 4)1'03801; areas would be valuel.
~ at Taka_.one.crore this year - and

| accordlng to one projection at

Taka 30.50 crore next vear gene-
ratés a sense of great -’optlmiam
in the hearts of a fr"“ &

ad: ggmg pm]ects has blth nat;mn-

al .and mtematlonal significance.’

It wnuld help augment and mobi*

hse our interna} resources which
~ the aid-giving friendly countries

are insisting on. The internationa’

donor organisations and friendly \

" countries have begun to take note

of the responsa of the people at

- the grass-root level in the national
; development efforts in which. for-
- elgn ald acts. as catalytlc agent,
Bangladesh’s efforts for mob: 1is-
_ing international assistance for
its ambrltnms Second Five Year™;
‘Plan are now being . better res-
ponded to.. Besides this, as point-
~ed out by President Z:aur Rah- |
man’ it is not merely the econo-
mic beneﬁts that would accrue
to the community or-the indivi-
dual that make the programie
mportant The real -importance
lles In the fact that for the first

\
¢

..?’ time in the history of this land

digging programme wotld now. ~#s, the small land holder and: ‘the tig

_ roughly involve the works for ex-

' cavation or re-excavation of about

' one thousand 1niles of canal

throughout the country. It gives

one cause for satisfaction -that

.~ when asked atoitt actual perform-
ance of the attainment of the;tar- '

get in terms of canal dlggmg m le-
age the President said- that Over s

\a ee hundred miles of canal had.

lready been completed. &' A
+ S0 far thovsands of actes) of

"'w..
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 land owners have been hruught"
to gether to work on the same
pro;ect

It is hoped that the.revised
target for canal excavation and
re-excavation.would be surpaased
ghead of schedule which would

o
'3 riecessitate further _uipward revis

’ sion and maké Bangludesh a shiow
piece of developmeit o7 volur-
tary.mass participation : P
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