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Toilet complex, which recalls
the arrangement at Paharpur.
Its otherifeatures are more or
less similarTtofall such monu.

tments . in®Bangladesh,
e D NTIGUNTIES -

The collectionfof* antiquities
from! SitakotYhas been ~ rathet |-
disappointingw/Even potsherds
are very rare AThe few.interest.
ing objectsirecovered from the
excavationj ~including ~ two
bronze_images ™ -of Bodhisattva

Padmapani--and Manjusri and
a terracoifa *-mould of-a fish,
pre -lost - from-the. “Dinajpur
where were preserved. The
paucity of antiguities,.lack of ' .
gultura] debris and aﬁgpg;e_,,_nt i
any. trace of violent
tion 'seem to suggest that the,
site was abandoned after re. .
‘moving all the useful objects

sometime before its cal.
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’ f:ﬁagar a branch of the Karato- -
va flows through thls plain W
about 400 vards to the east of
the ruins. The well-known earth

work Jungal, also ‘passes: thro-

_ -
‘destruc.’,

that the outstanding Import:
ance of the structure Hes. They
primacilv represent the folk art |
of Bangladesh. Their suWiect
Buddhist and

oo

matter include s
clcﬁmnxgnnhh;dsm::;w%ai; Hindu iconography, mythology! ‘fh the arca 1?” near the site.
Bangladesh, besides Kotalipada ; animal fables dancers warrlors. . C:“C-ﬁﬂtf&t n of 7' Buddhist
in Faridpur district which  &crobats .ng:ucmgtunlden mﬂ%ﬁ! riﬂl':f'l 1?;“; r:una& ﬂtrllli - :ht: ;?Egll;'!

: .discusséd, a Women an nen { ¥
-wcenl;‘?:; ﬁiﬁa E: mgdi gt Halud - birds trees and olante symbols ?;‘f #}Eﬂisurﬂ E-tl]]ﬂ feet bv 700
glihar an extensive Buddhist aend a2 varlety of other objects (o0, © " 2 height of some 311
site near Paharpur in the Raj- in bewlildering profusion and ned' Ilﬂ ;‘:’35 more EJEtenswe
shahi district, Patharghata, a ;ﬂl_lﬁdl{.siun. :I']!;ev are 56t 11:1 the ae Et i;re. e}?ﬂ-t ul'.:atelv.r u:i-;tnllr;-

roup of ancient-mo pear -building without anv coherent: tﬂhem“l‘Mt Lsturbed e i she

. sequence. "An examination of

chbibi in the Bogra district _
nd £3:mP save $lr Mor¥imer

and Ramkot or ancient Ramu -
near iCo's Bazar in the Chit.
. _(.SEE COL IV )

area. The tex?uselq:i mﬁrllgments:
" - i two monasterics 184" 5. with
el s e T vanss | 0 cells and 160 X152' with 20

. - cells respectively and a . semi-
Artistically, thev are the same! eruciform  <hrine.

- i T — ———

"PVHE gubject matter protray- crude but lively and givorous|{ &' \ 125 X 88 ‘
-y &, ed in the relife_isours whell creatlons as noticed-in. Maina. :‘:‘ﬂth decorations of terracotta
‘ming: it Includes almost every matl owing little or nothing to '“‘-‘E; alllsn situ’ on the. base’
\think {that can be found : academic tradition. Thelr fea.' TNt ol the three lar- l

in the life and inagination of ~tures recur W rellefs from | EFtI"ﬂ.ffh e Ii_lve mounds on ghe*

the .{ Bengal country- -  Muinamati, Mahasthan Sab. , Site-_'the other, tWo _ remains]

sided human divine * Bar, and many other sites ly- .. .o . cavated ey

and semi-divings, mwthical and; Ing scattered all Oour - <the} -~ ANTIQUITIES A
tmaginary creatures, birds and- country and ddistenvy appron)- . 1

: The Jast three seasons’ exca '
oy .Of_ the 8th can .tuneswmiu-n at Bhasu Bihar 1._ric:i'_:1€d;
| ) o ‘a verv large number of impor-
. _The terracotta plagques of jtant and. valuable antiquitses |
* Paharpur; together with thos®ipumbering well over 1200 from
:t; 1_;iett_:.sntl111;;1;:'::1.111ti and gr{ﬁr *::gtacis . strmiﬁei leveis. bﬁMenﬁtéagable
stitute an unusua qiiracs ‘among them are about ron-
tive and distinctlve school of ze images and manv fragments,
sioed b 15 e B S 10 i ot o
LT 5 ‘sealings, compi¢te and manv
oaly of Bangladesn e found | mom oeocuonty Sarved bas
¥ v : with excellently carv as- -

its finest and EIIIIIE;'&{ expresslon. | reliefs, 3,;‘;11 % 'lalg.e ugﬁn:bgf I'ﬂ:l:
o ; } ormamen ricks wi otrat|
orEien S o, ) s Koopeyt oty M
iHes at'Paharpur in the Raisha-|, #ijen T.sang asserts that a Etgﬁﬁmm?“"imriﬂg I“&iﬁ: 4
bi district, not very far from! geupa in the vicinite of Pundra-liron nalls few terracolia tovs’

- ‘ }Mahasﬂilan It has been identi-\ pagar and a nearby magnificent -'am?a larste rumber Of t':rthen-"*
fied with the famous Soma‘ Budahist establishmant with|ware pots, pans uytens:lg and

pra Vihara' built by Dharmapa- | gnaclous halls and. mmulti-stort-: gi; lamps. As all these objects : |

animals, flowers and plants and naly from
various other objects sacred or

porfane. The human and divenl"l
il figures give precise information

L about | contemporarv fashions in
dress 'and ornaments and even‘i
in. hair-stvles: thev also throw !«
- some sidelight -upon moral, spl-
ritual {social and economic com [
.ditign jof the people. |

~ The ‘excavated . remains of the
tjargest known Buddvist monas- |

tery of the sub-continet, and for \
: that matter of the ancient world

il.-.'n, the egreat Pala emperar j.n,f]
about 800 A.D Nearlv a thol * g9 monks used to reside, were

sand feet square, this giant es
tabliskenent  with 177  cells
opens on to a great countryard
where | stands the bnckwork
pvramid of the central gtupa
;still 70 feet high. It is a struc-
Jture of remarkable desizy and
. splendour, roughtly pyramidal
iln elevation and cruciformp 1D
- plan, claborated respectively bv

 peceding stages and  salient

angles. The surviving  stages

- Bulatory passages which pro-

. duce a great diversity of light

;and shade. The main amm

|
bi

* the great Asoka himself. The

L
o

‘)

lare three in number with am-

|

ed chambers. ‘where more than

established bv no wother than|
extensive Buddhist ruins of:
Bhasy Bihar near Mahasthan
that we are dig€eine un at pre-
'sent ic undoubtedly Rluen T;i
sang's PO-SHI-PO Vihara where
he himself, staved for some
time In.the middle. of the Tth

L

sized monasteries of the usua
type with an Mtached seml
cruciform shrine that we hay
uncovered here could not ac
comodate 700 monks nor could

have come from strtifled levels
of .the excavation, th¢v are ob-
viously of considerable impor-
tance and sigificant as deben-
dable evidence for historical de-
velopment of the site and cul-
tura] and chronological studies
of the reszion.

The Bhasu Bihar bronze  lma-:

gres, recovered almgost exclusi-
vely from the cells of the two

cent. AD. But the AWo modest | mynasteries of the site,-unlike

. *
-

the terracotta bplaques ®hith

onlv are fbadlv correded and
cannot be proverly studied be-
fore their chernical treatment
Preliminary $tudies; however
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came from the - shrine area’

F

E'.

the cross fpontaip large four-  they be dated to- the 7th cen - |
Ipillared shrines. The deep.cella  tury AD. Diggineg is <till con SPGW that ln techaiaue  style
at the centre Wwas presumably ' fined to the upper levels of the clear afinitles with the bronze

intended for relics.
The wails of both the lower

stages 'are decgrated by sculp-
tured panelgy which

{form the -

special feature of this building -

These ara of stote anl terracor
ta. The stone panels are set-at
irregular intervals in the lower
stage, While the terracottas are
get two courses higher in the
same Wall and also in the wall

gecond) remaln ‘in situ’
many fallen specimens and frag-
menis were foun
bris. The stone reliefs. datable
from the Tth to 8th:centuries
AD. include éniv one Buddhist

represent Brahmanical and se
ign\ﬂar figures. The show Influ

~ca of both the Cunta class: |

‘cism 'and the local folk an.

iye series

fore.

™
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of the isecond stage. 63 of the |

and .
d in the de-!
4

tmage. a Bodhisattvb. The rest .

;

§ It 15 however, in the extensi-
of terracotia panels j™

. eally enough unmistaka

Mangalkot another _
vered Mahasthan site near the
The dominant Deva-Pala
tradition of the intervening two’
centuries does not !
have anv ' influence on thig art,
and this. must be reearded- as
an extraordinary survivaP of
i Cupta tradition in Bengal long

' The Buddhist Mopastery at

of the Lving in ‘the midst of
a picturesque countryside with

1 ~ small villages and wide open
. corn fielus Iringing the SAL

- forests this laree mound pro- -

minently visible for mil;s aro

« und was assotiated with various
. local legends and Hindu myths
| Its discoverv and ideut. fication
rojs due to Mr A. X, M Z gariu

i huge anclent

site roughly datable.tn the 10tk
11th centhries AD, Before we
have reached the lowest levels
and uncovered the earliest ré
mains here and excavated the
cle mound at the
nearby village of Bihar we will
not be able to axertain if Hu
uen T-sang is conect or Whe
ther hf' has exagee~:led or not

Thege historic rulns lie in the

heartf of Varendraz thr quasila

prising that such a remarkable

site could be lost for ares. Sur—— -

Alexander Cumingham ..disco—i
vered and identified these jun-
mulecovered brick ruins during'
his investigations In the area’
tn 1870-80.. The site locally call
ed Narapatir Dhap, lies in the,
midst of a vast undulating plaln:
o! cultivated . fields about four
miles north-west of Mahasthan.‘{
A small _siuegish __ river_called;

- iy a o T -‘

ble 1n- Ssizes and

newly-diser

esting bri

nasteries,
seen o

ruthlessly
troyed

ranged in
an open ¢

_astructures

g i

toya river, They

verv recent times;

-_gells whicCh

images of Nalanda. Their fea.!l

tures are somewhat diferent
from those of Maittamatl But 1
ic .the remarkable terracotta
Made of finer clay and still excel
lentlv preserved, these terracot
plagyeg that attract most ngsles
tas are quite different frorfgghe
Mainamati-Paharpur = se :

they are heavv and large In'siz~;

mature in form and stvle. and
very wellexechtivd. Howe# W

at  Mainamat{ and Paharpur is

L =

ST at

missing here. These 10ty-1 Wh “of apparently contemporary,
. cenpary rellefs show, paradoxi- cultural mounds of vfblgﬁ’

importance

| = of | Gubta stflee 50 in number spreaciing’ over
i/ 2;1 mcllf::esmthiasziiggh r:rﬂa}:kaule ¥ 2 considerable stretch of thm::'i
life.cize terracotta figuree .trom | countryside along the Rara-

conceal inter- |
ck ruins of temples,

shrines and probably also mo.

thus demeonstrating

the archaeological importance
of the area. Unfortunately al-
most all of them have been:

damaged . and des-

for brick . quarry in

most of

t Egzr uitit was thuught_ to haw.--g them are l:mw ‘beyond any -sal-
. - v Vvage -work, .
) SITAKOT MONASTERY Large.scale - excavation here.

in 1972 has revealed the plan;

{ . Sitakot another interesiity an-  or . large, 215 feet uare
cient monument in North Ben-  Ryddnist’  monastery with 4l
gal has been recently exposed o)is and two entrances, A 8-. -
vy archaeological excavauon I fear wide common verandah on

' the. Nowabgan) pouce siatiol  yhe jnper side cotinetts -these,

are formally ar-
four wings. round.
ourtyard, 139 feet_by

135 feet, The eactern® wing has
not yet heen‘fully_pncuvered.;
" There is no indication of any
central shrine’

] or subsidiary?
in the cnurtyard}:

- which is very miuch unlike the
. Paharpur-Mainamati .establish.

' a retired. Secretary to the Go- ments and alike those of Bhasu'
| veajmen:. s , g lated Bt:illmr. This mqnaste?r has an.
" takot not an isolate other interesting feature, a:

| l'mwnd: Jdt belongs to a  series ' ( SEE COL 1) ' {
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stone and 2000 of the ferracotia ¢ eritic highland of North Ben!’ ) .
. : | . .th v ex siviene d

b 'ﬁrﬁn tathmze aanm;f n l'ian ; mmI, anard hthanta cﬂlrenlunfnnnciem -pun -tt:rﬁd;IaI beg -.rizg;gf:g :tﬂf:s of ‘the
e e d R0, 1 ang  dravard B [ It 1S sut gone art so much in  evidence,
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