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' PERHAPS ng utﬂer Guvern—'

mental measwre in  recent
has :produced more
stir, dlscussmns and
debate amung all sections
of our people | than the re.
excdvationr of country-wide
derelict . canals¥to develop a
dry.season irrigation system
with a view to doubling the food
product:on. People from all
walks of l.fe including women

|- have Been' parficipating volun-

tar.ly in the re.excavation. The
President himself. has been
tak.ng active part in various
re excavation - [projects. The

-.canal digg. ng project has ear-

ned both praise¢ as well as cri.
ticism from varicus .quarters.

- But the general tendency in these
' gvaluations have been to-make

b.ased and quick comments

}- without -exammning ' the ‘deta’ls’
" ot the project? In _
understand the true economic
: implications . of the canal = re-

order 1ig

* excavation. project it i3 neces
sary that we carefully discuss
the costs and benefits of the
project.

Banglade.h is a country of

" raing, riveas and canals, Wa.

tér 1s abundant during the
rail:v season. But during the.
dry season; and at the penod

of droughts our agricultural
- produciion depends heavily on
these rivers and cauals for the
supply of ht gation water. The
concern for cunsenmg water
for dry, season'and particularly
the unurecedented drought that
battered gur agriculture last
year, 1n1tmted ithe Government

to launch  this nat on-wide
canal digging and re-excavation
programme. The aim of this

protect is tg } re excavate at
least a canal in each sub-divi-
sion of our country. through
voluntary participation of our
masses. The basic objectives

of the ‘canal.-re-excavation” may.-+

be descnibed .as~follows: First,
preféfence would be gwen to
those canals i which - can be

* supplied . with water from big.
. @ivers. <Secondly projects  of

&

]

o

xcavation and - reexcavation
would be taken in those canals

'which can be*supplied  with
~ waters through -
. the r.vers. ﬁThndlv. thls ,

Drmect”'wuu

link ' canals
frﬂ'mﬂi
11 be taken 'where
the Government could ensure
adeguate number of -Deep and

~Shallow Tubewels.

- The major benefits® of canal
excavation and
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.water beinp a very .

re-excavation

follows,
impertant
pro-

may be described as

input in the agncul ural
duction function, caaal
cavation would easc this’
put comstraint but
water for irriation during the
drv season and hence increase
production f crops. New
lands could b2. brought undet
cult:vation' of toodgra.ns. In.

. creased  agricuitural output
would help industrial expan-
sion " through supply of - both

cash-crops and food-grains 19
the industry and hence accele-

rate economic grﬂwth of our
country. _
Increased output ot food.

~ grains would ' contain theis
price rise and thereby- indus-

trial’ wage, which will ultima.
tely help curb the inflationary
pressure. Added output of
foodgrains .and other - crops
would also contribute -to the
improvement of our balance of
paviments pos tion by increasing
our export of agricul
ducts and reducing the import
of ‘foodgrains In - nrticular.
‘Without going into ‘the income
distribution .cusiderations ¢f
the canal re-excavaton progra-
mme, it can ke said that this
move would be a paretoopti-
mal one pmmded cana] re-ex-
cavation helps to increase total
agricultural profuce. (An' ece
nomic move i3 - .said to be 8

pareto-optimal (mz2, if it make'a'

at -least one person better off
without making anvbody worse
off in an absoluie term). Canal
digging is wuulikely to make
anvbodvy worse off in the .abso
[ute term even if the relative
gap between thée rich farmers.

and the poor and landiess .tar-:

mers widens as has been apF
hended by some, The benefits
of a cana! digring may be seen

from the example given be.”
low: the reexcavation of 14.
mile long Buri-Teesta rives

projects of Ulipur police sta-
tion under Rangpur district
needs 30,000 labourers ana 3. W
crore feet of earth-work. Thﬁi
proiect is expected to bring in
80 thousand maunds of addw
t‘onal foodgrains annually.
remove waterlogging. pmblem
of 40 thousang acres of -
and bring more lard under-

irrigation facilities dur.ng the_

drv season. ‘!

From . the viewpoint of
sgc al motivation aciive par-
ticipation of our Pres:.dent'

—.-_l il .
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-Hohammad Alam-

re-ex-.
in- .

supplying , . masses,

. shoulder with them.
venture may also help narruw

ralmaost totally

taral pro- .
' Subdi

- Zero, i
. mically fru:tfu] measure.

lanu.

- effective a

M:rusters MPs sehior govern-

ment offic: als, and local jea.
ders has 2z definite  beneficial
demﬂnstratmn ertect on the

menial  attitudes of the rural
Th: rural people are
verv likelv to be encouraged
and motivated when they d
the¢ national a; well as [xal
leaders worl.ng shoulder to
Such &

the fjcommunication gap
weer] the Govelurment authnnt\r
and [the. rura. masses. More-

.over for Government. official,

it 1s a very good opportun.ty
to understand the problems of

‘our rural areas. by m.xing clo-

sely with the the
grass-root level.

‘Now, as far as the costs of
cannal digging s coicerned it
ts reported that' the partic.pa-
tion bv the people has been
In - on_ voluntary
bas.s except an insignif.cant
port.on of wage labourers.
exariple may suffice: In Kasha.
daha project K under Manikgoni
vis:on -
the Pres.dent,* ‘two-and-a-hall
mile re excavaticn was cum-
pleted where only 100 maun:is
of wheat - and Tk. 30,000 were

people at

. Spent.

‘The participants in the canal
digging programme  includes:
M.nisters, senior government
officials, teachers and students
of schools and colleges in the

- areas concerned, women and

various sect.ons of village peo-
ple including chairmen and
members of local governments
Canal d'gging is a very encou-

raging .pragmat:c step to mo.

bthE the rural rnasses and to
uiize their time which would
otherw'se have been spent in
idle leisure. To be more clear,
if the labour of the peopne
'could be put to
.excavation when their oppor-
tunity cost of -employment is
it _s definitely an:econo-
, But
to di'vert the rura]l people en-
gaged ' i roductive employ-
ment tﬂ the .canal re-excava-
tion would however impose a
cust on the soc ety in the form
f lost productive efforts.:
~1In order to make the canal
reexcavatmr - project more
few suggestions
might be made. Well-designed
nationwide canai d'ggng p1o-
grammes shuuld be clearly
chalked out and feasibility, re-.

et b Al e T T

An

maugurated by -

jbeople themselves

the c¢anal re- -

~anthor’ey .

ports shﬂuld "he carefullv pre-

“pared and ‘studied by experts

betore implement.ng a sproject -
Second, care must be taken
for the ma.ntenance of the re-
excavated canals. While digg:
ing the canals proper slupes
of the excavated canals

those of the Embankments
must be strictly maintained,
otherw;se, during the rany

season, there is «
that the re.excavated - canals
would get derelict with the
very earth of th: excavated
canal .
sandy .greas.

with rivers also runs the risk |
of heing sited up
sands from the r.ver. An ex-
ample of such a2 case is the
Kiriinasha canal runmiing from
Char Atra to Angaria under -
Palong police station of Mada-
ripur. sub-d vision re excava-
tion of which was carried out
by IWTA acuring 198465, But
this canzal became derelct in
a very short per.cd of time
because of the silt  from the ”
river Padma to which it' was
counected. Hence, 1n order to
prevent . the lnflﬂw of silt
from the mo.her river -to. the .-
connected caral regular dredg-
ing of the nrers mav be nee-
ded.
there to rural

to dESlgn
the progra-=t

motivate the

and 1mplemeat
mmes of canal
at their own init'ative under
the local ' leadership in hm:
wth the true spirit of self.re.
lance movement.

- Finally, along wuh mcreau-

mn irrigat'on facil ties measn- 3

res should be taken to prevent
the relative gap he*ween the
well-to do farmers and the
poor and - landless farmers
trom -widening. Some form of
taxes may..be ‘mposed un the
use of_irrigativn water

the re excavatei canals fur the
r.ch farmers nnd the receiptls
may be re-clﬂtnbuted among .
the landless ancl unemplnved
farmers with a v'ew to.. crea-
tmp: new employment

cautious and judicious
should be made to assessjtihe.
benefits of the. anal reexcava-
tion :n monetarv form be"d: re

determining the nature 'of the

above proposec taxation. b
(The views e thos? uf {he

possibility.

Th s risk s greater in ;
_ Moreover the
Iinking of reexcavated canals

with the’

Tiird fforts must be |

re excavation ?

ﬂppgr. :
_tunities for them., However’™"a
} stidy ¥
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