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Ancient

Faltering footsteps of- pre-
historic man towurds gradual
advancement of higher tech-
nology to control his environ.
ment in which he lived, is
virtually an unknown story in
rione-age artifiacts and about
fossil
axes found in excavatiopn &t
Mainamati in" Comilla, signifi-
cantly indicate the existence of
pre-historic man heére — like
the border regions of West
Bangal and Assam where more
determined survey has revealed
large rfumber of sites of their

. babitation, —- but the picture in
Bangladesh is extramely nebul.

ous. | |
In early historic period how-

' ever, we gre on a compariively’
[ more firm ground,

It formed
part of the eytensive mouryan
empire, in 3rd Century B.C.—
then known as ‘Pundra Var-
dhans Bhuktf’, - comprising
entire triangnlar delta from the
mow-capped Himalaya in
north to the Bay of Bengal in
the south. On east it bordered
o the highland regions of

Arsam amdi Burmah ang on |
West, extended upto the con-

fines of Mzgadha in sonth Bi.

her. From ¥rd century B.C. to!
the end of 12th. century AD, |
part of

northern and westerp
Hangal was successively ruied
by the Mauryvans the Guptlas,
the palas and the Sena rulers,

till the latter's ruls was termi-
nmated by the muslim invadera
in 1201 AD. However, tha

sguthery, and  eastern Bengal
wans ruled independenily since
8th century A.D. by the power.
ful Sena and the dra ru-

—a

. menl of a long spell of peace
and prosperity in the country.

years from 8ih to 1llth centu.
ties, during which period un-
precendente, artistic and  ar~
chitectural activities flourished
in Bengal with the &stablish-

:
Pala rulers were Buddhist a8

alsy the contemporary Deva
and Chandra Rulery; of Sama:

‘tata in south. Under their pat~
romage Buddhist jnctitutions
ficurished rapidaly In the couns
try. Everywhere within theit
ermpire prosperous monasteries
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most  outstandin
Buaidhist establishment, dis-
covered in regular excavgtion,
is the gigentic Temple - and
Monastery 2t Paharpur in Ea!-
shah district, identified from
inscription, as the famous'
“Samapuri Vihara” of the grahd
Pala emperor, Dharmapala
(770810 A.D.) It-is the largest
gingle Yihara in the sub-conti-
neni, Neuarly square in ground
plan, measuring 922 x 9ie,

this grand monastery with 177 '
living cells for monks g

ranged in regular rowg of the

stupd; and temples sprang U™ four arms mi - 1
Remains ¢f 8 number of theses. multitude I;}lncﬂtrh Emap:}ma:nnd ; !

mrmasteries  (Viharas) and

buildings within its extensive

Stupas have been excavated. premises — is dominated by &

and exposed in recent years, - Jgfiy

beoth in the north as.well 83 in
the south, from which it
possible to study the mature
phasre of development ©f the

art and nrchiiecl;m or the

— T

“pericd..

Excavations in Iast-mﬁﬂ. ymﬁ

have revealed a large number:
of ancien: monuments . o the
eariy  bistoric pericd® on,
accourt of which may very)
briefly be nnticed here, - &

MAHASTAN. The exlensive
remains  of - Mahasthangrah,
“the western bank of
Kearatoyn In Bogra district res
presents the earliest city-xite in
" Bangladesh, identifiej with ar-
cient ‘Pundranagara’ of the
Mzurya, Gupwa and Pala  epi-
graphic records. It was an ime
portant provincial capital city
of these rulers from 3rd cen-

H

| tury BC to I2th century AN

The city-ruins cover a fortified,
irregular  oblong  enclosure,
about 5000 feet long and 4509

low moist ceumtry op the trans {} leat across, with an average

—sMeghna  region.
fhe modern
distriets of Comiila, Noakhali

and part of Chittagong. ‘Thé
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compriss | plevaticn of 15 feet from the

Lﬁuri‘ﬂl?ndiﬂg ground.: EXCavie
J SEEE PAGE I _

tion has unfoldeg thickly built
and rebuilt dwellings huouses,
Hindu and Buddhist temples
and the great defence wall, at
<mrigus points of the citadel. In-
cally ¥nown as ‘Khodai Pather .
Mound, ‘King Parasurama's
“Mankalip Kunda™,

Bhita”, “Govinda
Bhita” etc. Apart from the
structural remains, a large col-
lection' of antiquities of ditfer-
ént periodg were giscovered in’
‘exéavation such as: the Punch.
marked and cast copper COIRS,
a] distinctive  glossy hlack
poirery of the Mauryan period

knowit as NRP. terracotta figu-
rines and plagues of the Sunga, ,

F
lﬂupta snd Pala periods vari-
ons meta] and stone objects of
daily use and other miscellaue-
ous minor objects of art, Like-
wise, excavation on a number
of ancient -mounds among 8
’

thickly dotted Tuins
city's extensive suburb, -— cov-
ering an area of about 5 miles
radius-has caposed many lem-

ples and Imonastery Iremains.

Among these the honeycombed
podium of “Lakhindered Medh™
at Gokul and the monasteries
ang shrines at Vasu-Bihar are
notewciily
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closure. Its Jimposing architec-
ture profoundky influenceg ths
subsequent temple architecture
of south East Asia expecially
Burmah and Java, the bas-
ment wal] of the greal terracel
temple is adorned, curiocusly;
with’ 63 Brahmanical stone
images, above which runs —
in lower two traces — rowg Of
terracotta plaques-still 2000" in

tamrle in the centre of the en-l

situ_ depicting the folk-art of | |

the peried. This strikingly rich .
plastic a1t portrays 2ll conceivs
able subjects which people the |
mindg of the simiple rural art- !
ists: human and anima) motits, |
floral and geometric devices,
devine ang semi-devise beingy
and often grotesge composite
‘figures. o
MAINAMATI: Ogp the Lalmai-
— Mainamati hillg in Comilla,
exploration hzs revealed over ;
50 ancient sites doiting the
low hill range — mostiy repre-
senting Buddhist architectural
remains of the 9th to 12th cen-
tury AD Regulir excavation
at a number of sites, locally
known as “Salban Vibara”
“Kotila Murs” *“Apands Rajar
Bari”, ‘Charpatra Mura”  and
“Mainamafi Ranir Bari” mound
hias—apart from exposing Bud.
dhist 'monasteries, shrines and
Stuapa remains — also yielded
a rich collection of stone andj
bronze image.of various Bud-

. dhist Gods and Goodesses,

.coins, Royal Copper Plate
Grants, terracotta Plaques,
Jewellery. pots and pens and
other ralscellaneous objects of

* daily use which reflect the cut-
‘tura] atlainment of the period..-
The excavation has also shied a
' flood of light on the hitherlo
unknown history of “Samatata™ |

.and their rulers. A complete
.geneology of the Deve and
Chandrs ru'ers have been re-
‘constructed from a dozen -of
their *+ Roysl Copper Plate ,
Grants and coins. '
At Kotilla Mura site 3 stupas
‘havg been exposed in a row,
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