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j’ and chisels,

! Excavations at Salban Vihara
have exposed a number of sub-
sidiary buildings including a
-community dining establish-
ment, an oblong, a pillared and
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f square shrine with exquisite-
ly moulded plinths, two cha- |

pels and a number of votive :

stupas inside the monastery,
and an interesting shrine w=ith
& massive ceHa, columned tor-
race and colonnades outside,

The ddtter monuwment differs
from both the cruciform and
chlong types and seems {c re-
present an individual style not
hitherto observed, probably in-
dicating a further stage in the
process of transformation of
the Buddhist stupr a2 Hirduy
tenple;

Kutila Mura Stupas: EKuti's
Mura, the second excavated
gite, is situated in the nerthern

. paxt of the ridge. { Its ancient
remains, the most  monumental
in Mainamati, occupy the high-
est mound in the area. " Two
season’s diggings ibere have

revealed the layout of three

principal sfupas on the hili-

top which dominate the site"

‘With a commanding view of the

cournitryside, and a number of
subsidiary stupas, voting shrines
and chaitya halls built ground
theen, -al! enclosed by a mas-
slve boundary wall, .Excavation
work here i3 still ‘incomplete
- 8ug much remains to be clear-

i
ed ye' including
monastery.. _

In form and style, the Ku-
tila Mura monuwments differ
basiczlly from _those of Salban
Vihora and other sites, ‘They

represent the traditional, while

Salban +Vihara and others, an-

evolved style.. The three main

Stupax here standing in a row
apparently represent the three
Jewels (Tri ratna) of Bud.
dhism: - Buddha, Dharma and
Samgha. The foundation of the
middlie stupa: - was laid in the

form of a Dharma-eakrs,, its
hub belng represented -by s
deep shatt, and the spokes were

formed by eight box-chambers

wiiere inmumerable tiny terrs-
colta and clay votive stupas
and gealinge ' were enshrined.
Associated with these relics
were found large pieces of a
clazs of fine Buddhist sculp-
fure in soft grey shale not
known {rom . any other sitfe.

The foundation shafts of other -

stupas also contzined similay

.. | er-plate ts, sho

finnumerable ferracotta and hack%ld;m:ﬂay's orver tma
an Extraordinarily
;&nd terracotta. . . '
;epigraphical records,

an ditached relics of tiny votive

- (1242-1258

more than

géalings.

The Kutila Mura mmitunents'

fall into three main periods,
the earliest dating from the
Khadga times (Tth century
A.D) or even earlier. The ter-
minal date of the site iy sug-
gested by an interesting find,
a pold coin of the last Abbasid
Caliph, al-Mustassim b'illah
AD), recovered
from the debris of an .upper
level of the site,

No fewer than five .epigra-
phical records discovered 1n
this very area refer to a cer-
fain ‘Ratha-traya’ (three-je-
welz) establishment in the vici-
nity of Devaparvata, the Saina-

‘taia capital, which was un-

doubtedly . iocated on or near
the Mainamati ridge.” On the
basig of our present knowledge,
we may reasonably suggest the
identification of that establish-
ment with the Kutlla Mura
monuments, - _
Charpatra Mura: Charpatra
Mura. the third excavated site,
is sttuated near Kutila Mura in
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(7ilii8th cent. AD). N.K Bhat-

neaint stupas st Butita Murs snd the basemnenis of 8 row of vollre stupas at their

— e -

|
!
,i
|

n
e

' were damaged

tied remaing of Chandi Mura,

tasall identified it with the bu-

a medium-sizad isolated mound’
at the southern end of the
ridge on insufficient grounds
and on no archaeological basis

at all.
. Ananda  Vihara:

and monasteries pil.

stupay

around, Anands Vihara  was
evidently the centire of the lo-

cal Buddhist establishments

‘And the focus of the last gread

Buddhist university of the gub-

continent which developed hemm
onward,

establishment to- |
gether with an old water tank,

the lai-geat in the orea, was pre~ -

from the Tth century
This glant

sumnalily. built by Sri-Ananda-
deva, the third and the greatest

ruler of the Early-Deva dynas- -

ty, whose name they still bear,
somoetiime, dt the last quarter of
the 7th century AD. The re-
mains cf this large bullding
complex including a magnpifi-

cent' central shrine ,and a num»

ber of subsidiary structures
beyond repair

} by the military contractors and

1

had rich decorations

brick-hunters  during the Se-
cond World War and disturbed
further by the ‘builders of ithe
Cantonment a decade or B0
Iater, The gite has indeed been
so thoroughly and systemati-
cally stripped that its later
phases are now almost entirely
gone, Most ruthlessly plunder-
ed wasg the central shrine which
of orna-
mental and moulded bricks and

terracoita

- Largest -
among the Mainamati monu--
ments with a concentration of *

have just
stone-plaque

Vihaia is

stapes, but

- Contd.

| destroyed {to build a military
. parade ground there, and we

from the same area. - ;
The excavation --at  Ananda

obtained indicate that the site
may reveal interesting informa-
tion regarding
Early-Deva but aiso the earlier

-
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- Mainamati

'from page 7

recovered a fine
inscription also’

still in its gnitial
the resulis already

not only the Fich

ge-inscriptions, over 400
seales and sealings,
large and valuable collection
. HARUNUR RASHID, in th's third.

- e .. o ms

gold and silver coing,
a dozen Neolithic stone axes

Of sculptural pieces in stone, bronze
instalment of his article, writes
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stupas and the northern part of the Maina-

mati ridge. Here, in a short geae
s0n Oof a rescug operation dus
ng &  military constructinni
work, the remains nt sn) -
Interesting small shrine, 195
feel by 355 feet, were uncover-! '
ed. It has two distinct parts?
an open  pillared hall in theJ
front and a cella st the back!
The exterior of the latter was’
givent a vuriegated effect by, a’
combination of symmetrical pro-;
jeciions and offsets at lateral
and vertical planes. In this mo-I!
nunent a few important ob-
Jects were discovered: a. brass
'pot and four ccpper-plate’
grants, three issuted by the last
two Chandra kings (1ith cen-|
Jury), and the fourth by Sri-:
Viradharadeva, a local Hindu
ruler of 12th-13th centudy AD.
belonging probably to the

Later-Deva dynasty of eastern .

Bengal,

The plates mention a ‘Ladaha;
Madhava' (Vienu) temple. On
the ' basis of our investigatlnna{ﬂ
and the available evidence,:
thjs temple may mow fairly bef
identitied with the excavated
shrine at Charpatra Mura. It}
was apparently built by Chane
dra king Sri-Ladahachandra-
deva (c, 1000-i020 AD.)) in the!
beginning of the 1ith centuryi
AD. Two of the land-grantsy
were issued by him in favour:
of that temple. :

Mainamati's Palace Mound;

The ruins of what is popularly
calied Queen Mainamati’s pa-

b e

e erleraald

%29  lace, the most extensive in the

afea, le sprawling over a}
large unduvlating mound situa-
ted at the northermmost end
of the Mainamati ridge, Exca- .

- vation was discontinued here:

after the limited initial stage.
In view of the present strin-
gency. of our Ilinancial grants,
there is na prospect of resum-

ing the work soon. This ir un-{
fortunate, specially becouse
there are indications that if
systematically excavaled, thisi
extensive settlement-gite may
reveal cluea to the location and!
identification of Devaparvata,?
flre Samatata capital during they..
Rata and Early-Deva times! -
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wer levels are well construect-.
ed with better materiale and
excellently preserved. The es-
tablishment appears to have
8 very large number of subsi-
disry buildings which are yet’
fo be uncovered, ang
work remains {o be done yot.
The Finds:

The Mainamsti
have .yielded an exceptionally
harvest of valuable anti-’
Quities including

much
excavations

11 lengthy

plaques running |
round the basement. A hoard |

of 63 gilver «vins, 2 copper-
plate inscription (the ‘Calcutta
plate of Bhavadeva'?) and in-
numerable terracotta plagues
ang bronze images were remo-
ved from here. Except 2 few of
these antiquities now lying in
the Indian Museumn, <Calcutts,

| there is no trace of the rest

4

another copper-

Incidentally,
was recently

plate inscription

' discovered at Rupban Kanya
b Mura, the adjacent site, partly

d
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Xhadga and Rata.periods, the
remains of which are at pre-
sent hidden beiow later strue-
tures at Salban Vihara and
plner site. More significantly,
a3 our discoveries. and tield

observations suggest, the pre=-

sont investigations may lead to
the solution of many of our
unresolved archaeological prob-
lems. But the digging opera-
tions are seriously hampered
by acute paucity of funds. The

very limited scale in which the

-work is being carried out at

present is distressingly out of
all proportions to the size and
magnitude of the site,

. The work done sufarims

- revealed the outlines of a

large, 630 feet square mon-
astery of the same BS ex+
Dobed at Salban It
haz similar rows of monastic
cells neatly arranged in four
wings round s ghrine standing

copper-plate grdnts,  shorter
image-insceriptions, over 400
gold and silver coins innumer-
able terracotta and backed-’
tlay seals and scalings, - more’
than a dogen Neolithic stone’
axes and chisels. an extracrdi~
narily large ang valuable col-
lection of sculptural pieces in.
-sto:nfe. ‘bronze and terracotta
sémi-precious stone and ter-
racotta beads gold, silver and i

bronze crntments architectu-
ral pieces and decorative ter-
racotias, metal and' earthen-
ware pois, pans veses and

utensils oil Iamps-and a variety
of other materials of everyday.:
use, all housag now in the lo-'
cal museum. The majority of
thege objects come from Sal-
ban Vihara, the most thorough.-.

1y and systematicall, excavats

majestically in the centre of .

& wide. open courtyard. Tho
single entrance of the monas-
tery in  the
norih wing, like: that of Salban
Vihara, is set in a massive
fromt facade with gaurd rooms
on the flanks projecting out-
wards. This establichment js
considerably. larger and more
elaborate thay  that of Salban
Vihara, s outer walll is equ-

centre of the

ed site near the museum. The
collection fromh the other
sites where the operations are.

either incomplete or still con-
tinuing is smaller, but by no
means less important or in-
teresting. Together, they con-
tribute significantly to owr
‘knowledge of ancient Vanga-
Samatata, covering a period of
about seven hundred years
from the sixth to thirteenth
centuries AD. The primary-
significance of thHis collection

- lies in the fact that it repre-

- ally massive but less monoto- -

nous, due vartly to the sim-
Ple but pleasing decorations of
g series of offzets and mould-
ings funning "round ite entire
ouler face. and partly to the
ornamentation of the plinths
end crnices with carved - and
moulded bricks. The verandah
will i also embellished -with

_projecting mouldings. Deep

diggings both inside and out-
gide a few cells have revenled
~ thick accumulation of cultural
debris associated with a sue-
cession of repalr and rebuild-
| ing phatos  indicating s long
period of intensive occupation
* at the site. The building re-
b mains, particularly in the 1a-

L e e~ et

- shion. Wé

sents the only avzilsble strati-.
fide material from South-Faxt

Bengal providing, (or the frst
time a dependsble archaeolo-'
gical basis for the reconstruc-;
tion of the history and chromo-|
logy of this region. In ocur l-
mited space here, it Is impos-

sible fo desl with this vast ma-
terial eveny in a summary. fa-
will, therefore,
fouch upon the most impor-

tant objects only. Among these
objects, however, three parti-
cular groups: the epigraphical
Tecords, Neolithic tools and
sculptural finds are '
standing interest and deserve

a4 special mention,
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