perched picturesquely on a Tow
hill-lop |
dhist “Trinity"’ ~or the Three
i Jewels i.e. Buddhs, Dharma

and Sapgh, built jn the tradi-

xticnal tquare ground plan with
circular drems and hemispheri-

cal domes &nd to bear
aré architecturals:;l;ﬁmen in
the Sub-Continent. I
. At Salbon Vihara, a massive,

'ﬂ : planned &0
! equare monastery of the Fahar.

tpur type, consisting of 115 liv-

‘ing calls for monks,” buill
varound a spacious courtyard

* with a cruciform ilempls in the
center, facing the only eiabor-
ate gateway complex on north,
was discovered in the excava-

tiop of 1957. . _

., Ixhtiyaruddin Muhammad
Khilji the redoublable Turko-

_man General of Delhi Sultan

" Qutbuddin Aibak, - conquered

i part of West and north Bengnl

; ot old
pengal 'wag gradually subjuga-
’ ted by the muslim rulers. Ben-
! g8l completely broke away

i m Delhi tutelage and be--

i came independent under Sultan
Fakiruddin Mubarak Shah in
'.1338 AD. In 1342 he was ousted
by Hajl Shamsuddin Dyas who

*'sat up an enlighiened dynasty.

:Chiefly two more illustrious
‘houses: The Hussain Shahi and
the Afghap Karranig = succes-

gively, ruled Bengal indepen-
dently till it was again sub-

jugated by the Mughals in 1575
‘AD. During about two hundred
years . of independence mainly
Gsur and Pandua ,in west Ben-

gal, Remained the Capital of

SR A g

~ representing ihe Bud- -

J—

' moauments ’\3
this period are located in - waEt’
region. Hovever, w 1th, the Mu-q
ghal conquest in 1575 ‘and esta-
. blishment of their Capita} at
Daéca sJahangir Nagar) by is-;
lam Khan in 1608 AD. & new,
phass of development of “art

— b H

and .architecture in the pro- i
vince was - ushereq -which,

broke down the countries old! !

regzional isolation in thesg fields.’

The building art of the mus-
lim period may, therefore, be
breadly classified under ftwo
phases: the Pre-Mughal aid
the Mughal. During -the period
of itg isolation ang independ-
ence from Delbi strang Te

. gional elements manﬂésted ift-;-

self, while 1he advant of the
Mughal in the province as rul
ling power and enforcement ot
political centralization, :
ed a uniform provincial - Mu.
gha] style in -architeciure. -

The eafliest surveying Isla-
mic monument in Bangladesh

1s the traditionally known
tomb of Sultan Ghiyasuddin |

-Azam Shah (1409. AD.) at So-
nargaon near Dacca, It is a
dimple black bosalt monolith.
yesting on a panelled table of
the same material with keel-
ed top, bearing = ornamet.tal
motifs on carved stones, close

- -
&

ly resembling similar decora-
tions on the great Adina mos.
‘que at Pandua. -
' Chronologically a group of
" important monuments, erected:
in far south at Bagerhat bor-
~ dering sundarban forest in
+ mid-15th century by 'Ulugh-
~ Khan  Jahan — anebulous
great, colonist, . -

is.a starkly plain -single —
domed square. struclure with
round facted tower - .at - four
cerners, — reminiscent of the
,simple but austere = Tughlag
' architecéture at Delhi. The step
ped cenotaph is
adorned with encaustic tiles of *
various' colours and also with °
{ bold inscriptional bands recor |
. ding the name and date of:
demise ‘of the warrior saint,!

_—_—-——_"‘_
- .

Khan Jehan n 1459 AD.
This great colonist is mdi;j
ted. by tradition, to have laid 3
cut the afflient township of
Khalivtabad (Present DBager-
hat) and adorned it with many ,
i mapnificent mosques, tanks
ip_ridges and roads. Among the
surviving remains of his work!
ithe" most imposing brick-mos-’

3

-

i desh (160’x- 108" is commomiy:
. known by its highly misiead-'

ing narhe of ‘Shait Gumbad’ or °

60-demed mosque’, but in re-
ality, it iz roofed over with.

! monument of the pre. mu

pering tower and simplei butf
grim  appearance of familial
Tugiak monuments, of: JDel

— easilf dstinguishes it from

y other monuments of the
region. 1t has gently: curved
carnice. charcteristics of pre-
mughal monuments, brokKen by
‘a small triangular ped:ment in
"the centre .and'mihrab’ . €me-.
bell;shed with finely sculpiur-
ed teracotta foliage and bold

" pose’'tes, — are its other strik-
I ing features, In this distinctive

group there are many f-dom:.

i‘ed 10-domed and singe-dom-

od mosques sgcattered over a
large area, even as far afield

i as Bakerganj, Jessore; Patua-

khali, and Chittagong.
Dne of the most graceful

I
phase fs the “small  Go'den .
Mosqué” ' (Chota Sono M=sjid)

at Gaur in Rajshahi. built dur

ing_ the reign of Sultan Hus- *
gain Shah "(1493-1519 AD) Ori
ginally it was roofed over wi'h {
15 gded domés .including the |

3 ‘Chauchala’ domes —"in the

= middle row, from which . it

/derives fts curious narmhe, The
oblong building (@x52) i
encased in Rajmahal - black,
stones beautifully. carved with?

" Brick mosque

claims

our special attention. His tomb ' riod, Its oblong prayerchamber

attractively |

que, — the largest in Bangla-|

infricate floral patterps over

-y

o P

| the easiern facade "' K:1.7%
. rabs opn West wall. 1t has gra-
cefully curved carnice, an;
omate ‘Ladies Gallery’ . oni
north and an elegant -arched:
gateway on east.. , . )
cat:Bagha in
Rajshahi, built in" 1523 AD by
Sultan Nusrat Shah is another
splendid specimen of this pe-

[ W T

(75'x42) is spanned by 10 low
domes and the wall surface

" profusely decorated with tradi.
tional terracotta art of Bengal,
representing rich foliage, gra-
pes and resettes —

i especially marked on the ‘mih,

1

| rabs’: There is a ‘Ladies Gal-!j
lery: at the north-west corner
of the prayerchzall and the Car i
nice. gracefully curved.

. Jami Mosque at Kusumba inl.-

the "game- district, - built in
1558 AD. is another elegahnt,
monument' of the period but’
encased in black basalt, Tts
oblong prayer hall (58°x42), ‘

carrying-8 hemispherical dom- |

. s -above on stone pillars. has

3 intricately ornamente3 ‘mih-
-rabs' on west wall, depicting,
in carved rellef -—grape plant, |
Creepers. resettes and other

EE PAGE IV |

‘Chaurhala’ Bengali domes ,

T
in- the middle row, The’

intericr of the oblong  sab-
ctuary is divided into 7 longitu
dinal aisles and 11 deep bouy3
by a forest of slender stone
coltimns, from which spring

t
i’?’? low squat domes including ,

.\ rows of_.arches supporting the & ..
. domes, Massive slightly taper- CM g
ing walls and round . hallow :'f_“'".-'“-' »
| corher towers each capped BY - % ?
a sma)l dome — strongly re- 1 * ’
L-Einiscent of somewhat similar 't"*”’;‘,

1?“-‘.-




