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HE Sccondary Schoat Cend

ficate and the Higher Secon-
dary Certificate
are (wo very important exanis

nations in the tife of our sfu- -

dents. Quite g large number of
therm take these examinations.
with ease, while to others these
examinations . are sources of
erest  leasion and anxiety. in
these  examinations,  students
usuallv answer questions  for
thtee hours at 2 time: sometimes
twice a dayv. Thev arc furced to
write a lot of things in a3 short
time. Thevy have to marshall all
thetr knowledege and commit it
to paper in a limited tinve withe
out recourse {0 note books. In

- dainz so, many of them are

examunations may

- condition

¢ get away from the

ity to appear in one

exhausted phvsically and. msn-
tallv. Some even develop emo-
tional shuock and neurolie pho
bias about these examinatlons
Variation of mood and condition
of health at the time of the
affect the
performance of the students in
these examinations, Even climatl,;
a nd envipeiment
around the examination halis may
aflect the mood of the stucients,
These are some of the reasons
which inav affect the results of
even good ssudents, It is theres
fore keenly felt that chese examl

- nmatlons are made liberal so that

the examinees mav take up thess
examinations with ease,

At present, if & studznt fails
in the Secondary Schoo! Certl-

. ¢ fcate or Higher Secondary Certi

ficate examination, but  passey
in one or more component sube
fucts, he is contidered unfit for
admission to higher courses of

stugliés, 1t is not unlikely that -

he mav fit quite wel) in a course
of studv, for which his profick-
ency ip the subject or subients,
he passed, mav serye the purn
pase of his admission 1o that
course of studv, It may that
he fs quite suitable for appolnt
ment 190 @ job. for which his
proficlency in 1 ;tl fect ot
sublects, 2 nased, serVe
the purpose yery well,

At present there fe a tendency
passiad
congept of- exaninations and to
think of themm as sources of

Cinformation about some aualiiies

of the candidates, which the
users may svajuaie gocordine 30
their needs. '

Neediess fo say that at presens
g gstudeni who 12ils jn the Necon
dary School Certfficate or the.
Hicher Secondary Certiiicate
examination s required to ap-
vear in all the papers, including
the vaper or pupers which he
vassed before-in cagse ke ap.
pears in -the same exgmination
arain. It scems quite logical to
aliow the student {0 appear
only in the paber or papors in
which he failed and carry the

- marks of (he paper or papers
~which he pazsed: before, . towarils

the result of the exemination
vwhich he reneated. Moceover, if
a student fails In the examina.
tion due to his failure or inabi-
sublect
oniy,  there shoukl be arrpnge
ment for subplementary examid-
nation for him and similar such
sfudents soan  after the main

examinations.
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~=Dr. Abdu! Haqus

Dr. Haque noted cducstionist and formerly
Chairman, Board of Intermediste and Secon.

dary Educstion, Dhaka,

inn this prticle. seeond

in A series, scrutinises the inadequacies of -the

 present end-of-course

sxamination system in

the country, He points out how. the present
- system puts the examinee under (00 heavy 4
- pressure and also feils t0 make s correct assess-

ment of his ecucafianal

attainments, Dbesides

exerting a negative eflect on the ieaching-learning
pracess, The first article, under the same head-
ing, w=s published in these columnsg on Oct 10

examination.

Many educationdsts belicve that
the results of the Secondary
Schoc! Certificate or the Higher
Secundary Certificalte examinza.
tlon are not correct indicatore
of the educational attainmens
of the examinees, hecause thess
cxamiations are taken over a
shory duration of time, I:_hcv
gav that a longer period of tinie
and anxlety-free mind arc ncces-
sar: {0 corrvectiv assess the edu
cational attainment of students.
According to them the  work
done by students in classes urn-
der novmatl condition - durineg the
vears of study prove . Detter
samples of attainment than

“those in the end-ofcourse cum

prehensive examination conduct.

a3 bv external suthorities, like

the Education Boards. Here the
studnts sre npt required to mar-
shall gl their knomledwe and
commit to vaper in a limited
i,m upder strenyous condition,
ere the students are awarderd
marks during their vears of
study by the teachers of each sub-
ject on the strength of the!r
class work, contributicns
{0 discussions, periodical group
examinations etc. Finglly o grade
is awarded in the subiect on
the average of all these mariks.
Here the students work amang
their ' own teachers and fellow

students in their familiar enyi-

ronment over 3  considerable
geriod of time Here the st
dents are always tinder qhser
vaticn and constantly  being
examined by their own teachers.
Rince the clasg’ teachers. pay
contlderable attention to quali-
ties of motivation and uersistcnt_:e
tn making judeement ahrut their
students. hence many  Jxperts
believe thut continuous pssesw
mert of cisss woark by t(he st
dents’ dwn teahcers aver the
period of study is more irust-
werthy than the  gneefor-ali
end-ofciarse examingtions cgn
dugted by external autheritics,
like the Education Boards, Homg
even go 3o far 8s to sap thit
these endof-course - externally
eantrolled examinations shomld
be abolished snd assessments by

sibte to coninarc the overall
achicvement of one  institition
svfth fhar ot another on the
basis of intemal  assessmont.
There i also aporehcuston tha
some tcachers
overrate some  weak  students
snd undertate some gitted st
dents., So selectors {for adnuns
ston- to seate of higher lcarming
or 1or sonomiment o a {uh mav
find it difiicult to  difforentiate
fhe cancidates froip one institu-
tion from thuse of anuther on
the basls of internal asscssmenis.

it ¢ needless to mention that

Internal assessment by  class
teachers to-  he
teachers should have hivh degree
of oroficiency in the rmoden

methods of teachine and ba

highlv skillful in applving mod--

ern technigues of tests to their
studants, -

Perhane a time will come when
.manv of our schools and collegos
will establish themselves as instt
futions of hich “ysputation for
‘brilliance of performance. Pco-
e wijl then have great fatth in
e diplomas jsaued by thos
institutions to their students «n
the basis of thelr own assess-
ments. Till (hat time, we have
12 geek the advantages of the
traditional examinations cocon-
durted by the Boards and (hose
obtained from; ocomtinuoug ossess
ment by class teachers.,

Many educati nitts believe that
the certificates  {ssuod be the
Poards to the successtut candl:
dates should show the wmarks
ubtained by them iii the Board's
¢xaminaticn an well as those .In
internal assessméats  Such . cepfs
licates will give a beficr vrofile
of the students* achicvernent
than those without shewing any
marks, Even ¢ subjects

fch are assessed internally, but’

not included i the Board's oxa

rrination should also be entered

in the Board's certificates, For
the oresent., the final  jesults
{pase or fail}. mav be determined

on jhe resuhs of the DBoard’s
examination, © ,
Since the internal and the

Board’s examinations are taken
bv 'a student under  different

class teachers, based on sludmtﬂ'“-ﬁnditiﬂﬁﬁé"it-, is; rikely ‘that" the

deily progress. perindical. expail--
nations and 4 ¢lass work: ‘as’ a

whole shouisld he depended ypon,

But the methed of  juternai
assessimment is not freeg [rom crl
ticlsm, Teachers of  different
institutions wil] assess the woik

of thelr students eon  different
standards So it will got he pos-

“faarke ‘obtained Wy a'saxdent in
the two examinations will be
different, But if the difference
Is appreciable. it ronires special
aitention, ;

If the mnrks obtained bv a
student in a subfect in the Inter
nai exsmination are appreciably

bizher than the marks ohtained
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mav umvitfinzl .

trustworthv,

¥

_ !

v him in the same subject iR

-the Board’s examination, then |

ane mav lecitimatelv  concluds | |
that either the marks obramned
Pv him ing the internal examinag-
tions were too Uberal or Iic was
not i proper moosd or heaith
while sitting for the Board's
examination or the questions set .
in the Beard's examination were
not to his cholce. It may even
be, that the student qave better
expression of his achicvement by
long term as<essment mnder nor

mal condition than hy assess
ment over 3 shon period of
lirac.

Similarly, if the marks obtain.
ed by a student in a subject in
the internal examination is ap-
preciablv lower than the marks
chtained by him in the QNoard's
examination. then ane may legi-
timately conclude that ithe sti-§
dent worked very hard 40 dn
well in the Board’s examination
and the questions wore 10 Mg
choice., oruvided that the resulte
of the Board'e examination weora
the outcome of his hopest »ffort,

In the case of admission to an
instituticn of higher  learning

“or emplovment to a fob. it 38
upto the discretion of. the mutho-
ritive concerned to -accep!  the
assessment of the class teachers
or not, Their decision will surely
depend on the reputatlon of the
institution concerned.

Finallv it mav be said that at
presenit ourp Seotmdar':;‘ School
Certiflcate and the Highor Sz
condarv Certificate examinations
are exercisine = tremendous In- F
fluence on teaching and learning |
As a matter of fact, the wholc
pattern cf teaching and lcamiag
in the Secondary ard the Higher
Secondary stages of our janstitu-
tions are at present conditiomed
accordineg to the nature of these.
mxaminatsons. Many teachers Al
interested to teach aply those
vortions of the subjects oe
which questions are likely to be
sct, Similarlv  minwy  sjudents
ccocentrate onlv an those por
nuns of the subject from which,

" thev think. guestions will 2 set.

ont the teaching-learning process.
Under such 2 sittiation, student's
intelligence and wpower of free
thinkine cannop be tullv - deve.
foped and teachers canmot elve
their hest  to thelr  students,
Hence the necessity of  refarm
of all these external examinations
cannp’ be overempnhasized  These
examinations should not anlv be
effective ‘iastruments’ to unveil |
the educational attainmrent of
students, bLut  also  exery a
pealthv Influence on’the teacning.
ﬂi:rmntf uwii‘ . :
urther the Interna ASSexs.
ments hy class t:alﬁfm !
20t he cenfined t0 yWarTow
main of the curricula ‘fixed By
the Boards. Teachers should be
*Hee to teach 'with a widér out.”
ok so as @ develop the capa-
city of frce thinkine umongz
thelr students Ali these vapach-
fies of the z2fidiznts thould he
reflected in ihe internal agsess.
ments, Ultimately the internal
zradiogs will establish  them-
selves as the troe indicators of .
the studepts’ atizinment.

:
- This is having an adverse effect |




