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7 - Re-examined

_ The 25-member Examination Reforms Com- |
Jmittee Las completed its labours on time and has
produced a reformed system of examination bhased
on their findings over a period of 7 months since
- Uctober 1985. As required by the nature of the
task il set itself, the technical and kindred efforts
‘seem to have been devoted to putting right what
the committee felt had gone wrong with a tradi- |
Ftional system, Here was a problem which has long
]tried the imagination and skil] of the country’s
educators;, social sclentists, teachers and even; |
[frorn time to, time, politicians. At long last how-
fever something- tangible seems to have emerged, |
inot, hawever, without raising the further question
how far the answer provided would square with
" jthe academic, intellectual and pragmatic needs that
!a national education system should cater to. TI}e

tend 10 separate the components of a tota] system

iroin each other and try, mostly ineffiectually, to
solve the problems besetting it, '

‘ Examinations at all stages, from schéo! to ]

university, mark the close of g studen’'s periodic

courses of study, as a means of appraisal of

- his knowledge and skill in the subjects he has stu-

died and the use he could make of it in building

‘8 career for himself for the rest of his life. This is

ing concerning educational . reforms our emphasis
has been on a radical change of the content of
education, from general to technical, and quality
«. - of  education at - agll levels of it

remake it exactly in response Yo the pressing, |

pragmatic requirements, to enable students to ac-|

qQuire knowledge - and- skill that will directly | !
‘help them earn a living without much of a depend- |
£1C€ on public jobs for which the demand nust
‘ramsain much larger than Supply, particularly in o

5y the same token, failures 1. examination, which

cation system itself. In & sense, a-therefore, exami-
nations with all the reforms introduced into them
€an do precicus little to set things riaht. |
: JTEree fundamental questions to be address-
el 5o far as the national éducation system, iIn.
cluding that of examination, is concerned are:
one, stimulating 'in the young, virgin minds the
credl’ve impulse, giving them an  opportunity to
think independently on any subject and express.
ing theiv thoughts in appropriate langusage: two,
complementary to the creative. occupation should
ke the acquisition of skills, trades and the level of
efficiercy acquired in them in the course of train-
ing urder the system of education; three, in hoth
cases the common need would be to build a. base

& Sense of despair and also tend to rowdy hehavi-
-Our at examination centres over - ‘irrelevant’ ques-
tions, or if, as a result, the number of examina-

tion failures has Increased beyond s proportion,

the reasons have to do more with the education

Eystem itself than with the System of examination.
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