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U THE PAMGLADESH OBSERRE® 088 SS.C. examination under the o
- R - boards, Dhaka, Cemilla, Rajshahi and Jessore, Ws——
- L originaliy ‘announced, was scheduled to h: held on
~ March 6. But the 7-day strike including a sit-in
one before the Dhaka Education Board and the
clasht and arrests have thrown into doubi the. pos- N
- siuility ¢t the 'examination being held at all. About
5 lakh students under the | different boards have |
- rot 8t for the examination but are now placed in
great unecertiinty, as well as their guardiens whose
worries have naturally increased about the fate of |
their vnards. Meanwhile,.the government has an-
- nounced that the examination’ will be held on
' schedule snd has- asked for cooperation - from
- euardians -and others to help in the smonth con-
duct of the examination. There are also..reports,
contradicting each other, - about the cespatch of
. relevant papers - and documents to the respective -
. examination  centre - authorities. The situation,
. therefore, has become ' confusing enough for all
- foncerneq and..needs to be sorted out immediately
with only 4 days to go before the examination..
N 1t is unfortunate that & new element of un-
" .certainty should be. added to the existing state of
- disorder on the education campuses around  the
| country, which the administration In ccoperation
- with campus authorities has been trying to eet
| _ right.," And there has been some improvement over
. - -+ | the past weeks, thanks to cooperation extended by :
: -students and teachers'at the trouble spots, includ-
-iIng Dhaka University. It may be recalled that so .
{ar as examinations are concerned, pariicularly at -
the Ligher level, some . of them held over due ;.
T -1 to disturbances, are yet to be held or, at any rate,
. - | the results of some to he annountced. That - such
| . . dislocation, particularly of examination schedules
should flter down to the school level and be al- D
. lowed tc be compounded by teachers’ strike must +
be considered a severe ‘blow'to education. to say
nothir,g of the damage done to a student’s career
Or the finances: of his poor guardians. The school |
final examination, it must e noted, is the first |
. public “examination for &  young man. launching
| tntu a career of higher studies, or at least acquir- |.
ing a degree with which to eke 8ut a living for | | | !
" hinself ard his family. Anything . coming hetween - ‘
‘him and the chance of his doing so 18 bHund to - o |
demoraglice him heavily, - B N 1
It should be possible to spare him such a _
| | trauma right’ at the beginning of his ' career by o
~ B Keeping teachers’ protests on. demands for pay- | '
o | Taises or other facilities from interfering with the - |
interest- of students, which lies- centrally in their
| being enabled to prosecute their studies, take their
| examinations, received their resuits ate, I fact the |
~ultimate ioss is one incurred by & nation whosa
IR literacy i{s one of the lowest in the world, and
o ~whose 1progress “In knowledge and educacion has
" suffered Tepes disruptions over the past . one
deeade or So, o
.~ A&s for the teachers’ demands that havs led
‘to.what,100ks likesdéveloping into an issue pursu-
* -eds by riviliteache ‘sodassociations, cand, evertually:i.
- . takihgron..political ‘€A16lit" of <+ sorts, - the - sensiblar
~+ course would be to make thert a matter of peace- 1
ful negclistion with the administration rather than
{ lurning them: into extreme steps of strikes and .
‘clashes. It would be seen, -over the period from -
1932 to 1986, negotiations between government aad ¢
teuckers have led to enhancement of salaries snd
other benefits to the extent of 60 per cont under -
the new pay structure from March 1, an increass
of government grant to 70 per cent from the next .i
financial year, as well as’an enhancement of medi-
cal ellowance from Taks 6p to Taka 10 together
with the increment benefits of the new pay struc~
ture {rom January 1, 1986. Demands such as the s
equation of the non-government pay scale snd be- | ..
uefi's with those of the government scliouis, aud RS
similar other ‘demands arv, « Teasonably, a -subject |
of long-term policles and ‘have to take into. ac-
~count the limitation of resources in their final set-
tlement. ' - I L
. A fotal amount of Taka 150 crore. would be
toeded to meet the expenditure of enhanc-
ed benefits for ~1984-85 while the tota!' require-
ment for 1985-86 would be around Taka 172 crore.
The porsibility of meeting most of the Jesitimate .|
demaryls, resources. permitting, also lies in the 1
enhanced Third Five Year Plan outlay of 1170 crore
on educalion, an increase of about 623 crore over |
the 2nd five vear pian. oL : I
The immediate need is providing = congeniat |
atmosphere for holding. the . examination without
trouble. Anything happening to prevent it . from
doing so would be a matter of real cancern to
guardians, and students besides being a new prob-
lem adced to those with which education is gl 4
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