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N ONE of his books, Bertrand
Russel tells us the story of
his finding one day at his

: school “a boy of medium size
. ili-treating a smaller boy. [ -

expostulated” but he replied,
“The bigs hit me, so I hit- the
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in every walk of life, but per-

haps nowhere more poignantly

- than in our publi¢’ examination
] halls, In the schools, colleges
-and uhiversities of Bangladesh,

the idea of holding 2 fair exa-

- mination above reproach seems

to have been givén up.

Adoption of unfair means has
how become such a wide-spread -

practice, especially during -the
last two years, that it does not
any longer evoke any comment
evel, from the vocal commu-
nity of our Neeikhet scholars

"and Mission Road journalists,

On the one hand there is the
hydra-headed monster of cor-
ruption of every imaginable

form in our examination hails
- and on the other hand, there
4§ is the naked rat-race for the
‘purchase of examination * re-

sults at any price. In this “the
bigs” are now having a field

‘day in Bangladesh,

Political philosuphers . talk

- about “social- contract” as the
“bond which has brought human

beings ouf of the jungles, out
of the “gtate of Nature.” Look-

Ang at our examination system.

one cannot have any doubt

that the social contract is wor-’
king exaclly .in the opposite

direction—we are rapidly and
inexorably taking a plunge to-
wards our pristine “state of.
Nature”. No examination gys-
tem  anywhere on earth can
work unless. there is a soeial
contract to obey its dictates
and abide by its rules. Unfor-

-tunately by common consent
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turn -a blind eye fo institu-
tionalised corruption so.much
so that we no longer seem {0
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care for the inviclable  sanctity

of our examination system.

It was therefore with great’

"hopes that the nation looked

forward to the recommenda-

tions of the Examination Re-

- forms Commifiee set up by the
- Government of Bangladesh on

Jctober 3; 1985. The Commit-
tee under the very wise and
able chairmanship of Professor
Shamsul Haque, ex-Foreign Mi«
nister of -Bangladesh, took six
months to exarnine the' exami-
nation’® systemis not only of

Bangladesh but also of neighs.

bouring countries and serie of
the  advanced countries like
Japan, It took great pains Lo
elicit public opinion on this
vital issue ‘affecting the life of

" every single individial of the

counyry and therefore the ua-
animous recomm:cdalions of
the Commitiee not-only. reflect
the opinions of its members
but also ‘of a large cross-section

recomméndations of ‘the -Com-
mittee submitted to the appro-

- priate authority on April 36,
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