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A CHANGE in the emstmg sysSteT
of examination has long been demaas-
ded by concerned quarters in order. to
raise the standard of education and
discourage copying. It has been sugg-

~ ested, rightly, that the traditional sys-

tem of examination is not a satisfac-
tory method of testing knowledge and
educational attainments for mote than
one reason. Firstly it encourages cra-
rather thanﬂcomprehensmn-
and puts a premium on the ability to
reproduce blindly from the memorised
text to the neglect of creative thinking. .
Writing of this propensity of the ex-
aminees to faithfully transcribe in the
the passages learnt by
rote, Rabindranath Tagore caid in one’
of hls celebrated essays that this con-
stitutes a subtler type of cheating—the
book ia this case is tucked not:under
the. shawl but within the skull (i.e,
memory) to be coplad uncamprehen-
dingly. -
" The second reason for change is

perhaps even more pertinent ‘in the
eduation.
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gie government. is trying to in-
trodOCek bjective type questions in
SSCexamination from 1992. He said
~ that ”B'jectwe type questions would be
set in the examination of class VIII
from next year. Under the changed
- system, the minister farther said, no
; student can answer the questions mere-
I:,r by copyiog even if he gets all the
text books on the examination table.

The chan e m& and it will be
\ welcomed, However, as mdlcated
habove, the system of examination is -
not the only thing to blame for the *
.prevailing ills*in the education field.
For instance,Ywhat about leakage of
question papers? Objective type  ques-
tion papers are} not proof ,against |
leakage; if anything, leakage will be-
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' ¢ome more tempting in the new sys-
| tem; since just ticks, crosses and very
‘ brief answers will carry all thedmarks,

With essay-type aoswers the examiner

:. cao somehow fmake a pationgl or

examinee and get an idea whether the
latter is writing intelligently or dupli- -
cating blindly. But with objective type
g questmn the marking of scripts will
- become mechanical. Further, quiz
| type questions will make it difficult for "+
- the examinees to copy from book, but
it will not perhaps stop them from

{Fiﬁ’fb 'qngBIStlc assessment about thc\

openly, on a mass seale, i a defiant '

and blatant manner. Of course, this is
e fault of the examination sys-
1'and is a clear evidence of detem-
n of dlsc:phna and erosion of
valaes, but it is nevertheless felt that
a changeaver to the quiz or objective
type of questions will make copying
from books difficult” or uorewarding. |
Finally, objective type questions -mll
wean the students from note books
and compel them to give more atten-
tion to class work and also compel the

AL~ teacher to give more attention to
y teaching ®.

copymg one another.

h Fmally, excessive reliance on quiz

+ lype questions majiil the skill with
Ianguage Ag it is,% ”Iﬂq guage profici-
. ency is not SufficienrtiVRe mphasised in

« present-day educatiod and this is par-
ticularly true of English.” To organise
one's thoughts into a composite essay
is a relevant academic drill, not to be
neglected. But some students even
talented ones, may begin to view the
J - quiz type. answers as a scr:ptor:al
| Iabour savmg device, . .-
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ObJQCtIVE type qut}hhns are a
demable option but not a panacea.
Change in the examination system can

ive results only if there are simulta-
c(geous lmpmvemeuts in other ﬁelds of
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