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[SSCE

considered the

important public exami{-

nation fn Bangladesh., I

examinations are ' tools,
designed- for varfous. purposes
and to perform wvarfous
operations, none of them can
be perfect’ but some. can be
more precise than others, and
even a good instrument can be
mishandled. Yes, the tools
used in the SSC examinations
are being mishandled as our
proclivity is to imitate others
without stu
The achievement of the

t students can be measured

. chiefly

in three ways, They are:

. {1} subjective judgement, {2)
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- objective -evidence, and (3} a

combination of subjective -
judgement. and objective evi-

dence. Essay-type questions

y are the tools for subjective
judgement whereas objective-

type questions are the instru-
ments for objective evidence,

Now the question is. why they

are used,
Essay-type Quﬁsnons

- Essay-type questions have
got some merits as well as
demerits The merits are: (1)
there’ remains the scope for
(2) it Increases lan-
guage abfility, (3} it enhances

the ability to organize some-
thing and {4) it gives the op-
portunity to express some-

thing as a whole {emphasis on
the wholf:]
some demerits whtch are: (1)
subjectivity, {2) low content
validity, (3]} 1t takes a long time
. to scrutinize a script, {4) the
cost of examination is very
high, and (5} they are not reli-
able. A test 1s reliable if it mea-

sures consistently over a long

period of time and a test is

~wvalid if ft msums what it in-
tends to measure. The most

coveted test is one that is valid
as well as reHable, The

achievement of the students

- made by the essay-type ques-

tions {s, 'in rmost cascs, a

chance business. The students

- ptépare some of the fmportant

_;questinns answers and appcar

most

dying the feastbility.

have also got -

at the examinations. In this
way the average as well as the
below average students pass in
the examinations without go-

_ing into the depth of the sub-
ject matter. Their orientation

on the subject matter is usually ..
sketchy like that of a tangent
in geometry. What is expected”
of a student on passing ‘the
SSC examination? Apart from
the certificate, is there any

true difference between a stu- .

dent of Class X and a student:
who has passed the SSC exam-

ination? That is why, it is're- .
-vealed that due to mishan-

dling, the device has dlmost
become a deceptive one,

Objective-type Quest:wns
The demerits of the essay-
pe questions are the merits
of the objective-type questions
and vice versa. The objective-
type questiéns include: (1)"

multiple-choice questiuns {2) -
matching, (3} true-false, and:
(4} filling the gap. In order to -
make the Instrument reliable

and valid, all the four cate-

gories need to be used to the
extent it is required. In

Bangladesh only the multiple-
choice questidns represent the

objective-type tests. Moreover, '

the students know the items .
_with the help

of the so-called
question bank. What sort of re-
liability and validity do these
question have? Is it an attempt
to make the education easier?

- ACombination of

Since each tool has got '

some merits as weil as demer-

- its, a combination of both the

instruments ts in vogue in the

developed world. -The creative

potentiality is nourished along

with the content validity. The .

objective-type ftems give the
opportunity to ask-questions
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randomly from the whole syl-
iabus wh‘ich represents an in-
strument with high content as

well as predictive validity. Asa

renovation in. our education
system, we have introduced a

combination of both the tools.

‘Aren’t the objective-type in- -

strument mishandled? So, by
mishandling

system of examination in the

name of renovation. It seems

to be for the sake of 'change’.
Since curriculum is a changing

phenomenon, the education- .
ists migh

t have been tempted
to make a change in order to’
get rid of monotony! But we

should keep in mind that
- change maybe good or bad. It

is only the wise men who study

“the feasibility of bringing about
"a change. So, il is apparent the

renovation wili jeopardise our
education system. In order to
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the instruments -
. we have introduced a defective
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and they will give their
judgement on a different
sheet, that s, they will not
write anything on the
script The two scores can

statisticaily

and i’ they differ signifi-
cantly. aé,third examiner

can be:employed for the

‘-ﬁnal judgemeut In this.

way, .the’ € carelessness of a

_scrutjnizer can be traced
. ;.-__nut and there must have’
the™) prmﬁsjon of punish-

mernit:.for’ this sort of
failurt_ or negligence. (it
can be argued that the fate
of .a student can by no
means depend on a
careless :or an incompe-

' tent scrutinized

In order:-to make objec-
tive-type  questions relf-

‘able and valid, ail the four
 categories® ltke . multiple-
~chnice. matching true-

‘ward off this negative trend,
" the following recommenda-

‘tions can be considercd.
1. - In urder to make the es-

say-iype  quesifons:

unbiasecd, a point-scale can

" be used. For example, a
question assigning 10

numerical value can have |

the following point-scale :

Scope of contént —>2,

organizing the content —
>3, grammatical aspect =
>3, and relevance to the

question asked —>2,

2. A'script' must be scruti-.

nized question-wise, that
is, each time a scrutinizer
will be scrutinizing a par-
ticular.questions of all the

scripts. In this way, varia- |

tions in  judging scripts
due to various factors like
mood, situation of the en-
vironment ete, can be re-
duced to a large extent.

-3. A scrpt must be scruti-

nized by two scrutinizers
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“Since each tool has got some merits as well ds demerits, a combination of
+ both the instruments i{s in vojue in the .developed world The creative
. potentiality is nourished dlong with the content validity.
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faise, and filling the gap
should be used to the ex-

. tent it is:required.

The multiple-choice ques-
tion are of six categoifes.
They are: (1) knowledge,
(2) comprehension, {(3)
application, {4) analysis,
(5} synthesis, and (6)

evaluation. The questions-
.representing analysis, syn-

thesis. and evaluation are
categorized as higher than
application through which

" the intellectual potential-

ity of a’ student {s mea-
sured. ‘A public examina-
ton must have to be stan-

dardized and in doing so

there ‘must be a good

.combination of all the six

categories of the multiple-

choice questions.
The stem of the multiple-
chofce item must be made

‘clear, specific and short in

order to avoid unnécessary
cnnfu fﬂ o
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7. . There must have checks ;

and balances against |

answering multiple-choice
through|
guessing. And in so doing -
a series of questions can

+ questions. .

be set. In order to justify

full marks, a student must
have to answer all the .
" questions in a series .
In this way, it-

correctly.
‘can be traced out whether
or not a
comprehend

series.

8 In order to make the |
' item

'reliab!e and valid, all. the |

muIti le-choice

choices need

fo .be

correct.. So, 'a student 1s |.

required to trace out the

best possible choice.- Since |
‘it 1s not possible to ask

questions of higher than

application with the three. .'

~other types.of objective
items, the multiple-choice

- item must outnumber the
other’ items.

9. True-false questions shn-f

uld cover the.minimum
portion of the objective-
type items since it is the
least relfable of all the
objective items.

10 The filling in the -ga itemk 1

- ‘can be made reliable with
. some false or unnecessary

gaps. It is more reliable

than the true- false 1ypf: |

~ {tems, ¥

'11. ‘Matching item can be

made reliable -with -thc
choices outnumbering, the
' questions, that fs, there
~must be more than one
choice. for each question..
"It °'is mote reliable than

‘the true-false and filling I

the blank items.

12. The following cumbinatinn -

can be made for a quesfion
paper : essay-typ
per cent, short and guided
essay — 15 per cent, mul-
tiple-choice — 25 per

- cent, matching — 10 per
cent, filling the blank —
per cent and true false -~

N 4 per cent. -

e — 35

student |
the - first -
(majur] questiorr in the
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