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INASA award
- for SPARRS'O '-
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SPARRSO is playing a vilal
rola with’ the imageries and dat'a .
it receives from the NASA's
LANDSAT satellite saties and
NOAA's geo-stationary weather -

~ satellites in tracking and monito-

ring of storms and a number: of
other agro-climatic Gields.

The imagéries from satelittes

; New Nation Report

: Bangtadesh Space Research
and Ramote Sensing Organisa-
tion (SPARRSQO) yesterday be-
came the first non-American
space agéncy (o receive the |
presitiutous Group Achiévement
Award !from the National Aero-

uti Admigistra- ;
E?:f?ﬁi%i??am . and the data from rivers and the

The SPARRSO was awar- . Bay of - Bengal-based platforms
"ded & citation from the NASA Contd on page 8 col 4
| onthe successful implementa-  ——0 - ———= e
* tion of its Agro-climatic Envi-
ronmental Mcnitoricg (ACEM)
Project, lanached last year with
the help of NASA, national
Oceanographic and Atmospheric -
Agency (NOAA) and the United | |
. States Agency for International -
Aid (USAID). -
E’Enfcswr Erik 1. Mollo- i
Christiansen, chief of the [abo-
ratory for the oceans at NASA®s
Goddard Space Fight Centre ¢
- {GSFC), handed the citatioa to i
SPARRSO"s chairman Dr Faruq |
~ Aziz Khan at a simple ceremony ' J
" at a local hotel yesterday. . '
i
|

The ceremony was addressed,
among others, by Rear Admiral
- Sultan Ahmed, DCMLA -and
Minister for Ports, shipping and
IWTA, Lawrence B.Lesser,
Charge d'Affaites, the United
- States Embassy in Dhaka, Aai-
suzzaman, defence Secrelaty,
Ms Boonie A.Pounds, acting
.chief, USAID, Bangladesh and : on,
| " Dr Faruq Aziz Khao, Chalrman - g0 p i
|_SPARRSO. N

L

. o Professor Erik L. Mollo-Christiansen, Chief of the Laboratory for Oceans at-the National Aero-’
3 a - Daulics and Space Administration (NASA) Goddard Space Flight Cenier {(QSFC) banding over the ;
. . - . prestigious NASA/GSFC Group Achicvement Awardto Dr. Fasuq Aziz Khan, Chairman, "
Bangladesh Space Rescarch and Remote Sensing Organpization (SPARRSO) yesterday at g loca! .
hotel. Also present on the accasion ars : Rear Admical Sultaa Ahnxt DOMMA a8 Minister of

ports, Shipping and Inland Water Transport, chicf guest at the award ceremony aad Lawrence B,
Laesser, Charge d'Affaires ad interim, US Rmbassy, Dhaka. R Y ence
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tion threatening dssertification .

addition the U.S, Goverament

r | # . . r . | * * . N 1 S - %T . . i‘
Lo ASA a -
. ) ) - i . ' . ;
- -— - achisvoments in futare, he said. i
1 Contd. from page 1 " i . | -
RN | , | helps the SPARRSOS ACEM to g5 e E’;ﬂé‘;"“ﬂf;},’ﬁ,“lggﬂ,“_.‘f;;
- ' . L provide a stream of infnrmat_iuu given Bangladesh a new field of
: - ; for dEterfniﬂiﬂg rﬂinfﬂ]l. humlﬂit? . commercjal and Eciunﬂﬁn oppor- _ "?F
advanced warning - for flood,  (upiry providing us with renewed -
| | : : . | erosion in the rivers, . pollution . - confidence in the production - _
g, . of water and . management of potentials of our Jand, ‘
. water resources, - - . _Hefurther said it is deeply i
| " - The most impﬂﬂﬂﬂt role IHtISf?iﬂEtthﬂt in this fiald the 3‘3
; - these informations are playing USAID -bas come forward to :
' in Bangladesh Is to manage and assist us in providing most sophl. s
b prepare ihventory for its agricul- sticated and modera facilities .
b : | - |- ture, plan land use.and forestry, * for monitoring  analysingjand
.- ' - {| By analysing the muti spectrum: archiving the satellite data on
? imageries, the agronomists could our eavirooment. Thess data on
determine how healthy the rice EEFIW"U!'?. weather, flood, dro- 5
N aro growing, whether they need ught, marine and inland resour -
| il a_tt;-uﬁuu from pg*t attack or, ces etc received st SPARROSO . s
| irrigation and their approximate through the ACEMP facilities :
yield. ‘ . have amply proved their useful - 4
Everyday the SPORRSO ness and poteatiality. .
receives twice such information' Roferring to benefits of US |
' .| andimageries” It passes opn the Space technology  down (o the
] | weather informatioa to the Me- peor farmers in - Bangladesh
‘1 teriological Department, Lawrence B. Tesser said the
, A few days after the ACEM origins of cooperation between
} bggan functiuﬂini the imageriqs the governments of the Uaited
and pictures ~ from. satelilics  States and Bangladesh go back
helped SPARRSO and metriolo. 10 the eariiest period since
gical department to correctly independence in 1971, .
chart the course of the May 25. = Hercaffrmed that the US
- 't killer c¢yclone. The eadvagce 13 comantted to assisting the pso- P
. warning could be provided . ple of Bangladesh in’ follliog |
' two days befors the cyclone, their plans for ecomomic R
whipping up tidal surge, hit devclopment, Siacr 1971
the Baogladesh coast, Due ~ US bilateral support valued at
|| to limely warning and measuresd; more than two ‘anda half |
{| - taken by the government, thou-  Dbillion' "dollars has gone to |
.sands of people were evacuated to.©  Bangladesh, beginaing with the |
il safety and the loss of life was ~ massive hu‘_mamtanan relief |
. " 1 liotted to remiote "offshore island ~ Programme right _after Bangla- 1
| 8nd newly emerged lande along desh  gained  its  iadepen- ‘[
[ the Meghna estuary. Eveathe | deoce and continuing, with
- LANDSAT imageries and holpd ; t2¢ _developaient - of projecs
' track the development:of the [ especially to increase agricultas
Y landmass that is *slowly omer. : ral production and the avajla.
| ging from the Bay along the - bility of food, reduce the popu-
.| estuary. o Iatmn-gl:uwth rate, and improve
1 Besides, the imageries are . CccOnOMIc ,opportunity for the
helping fishery projects and unde | FUral poor.,
{ rliced the dangers of deforesta- Mr Lesser farther said, in

makes major contribution to
- multinational development iasti-
tutions such as the World Baak,
the Asian Development Bank, !
and the United Natiogs Dovelop- !
_ ment Programme), !

Ms Boaoanie, a pounds gavos T
resume of the US AID development
assistance programme in Baogla-

desh which is the.Jargest in Asig -
antd one of the - largest In the
wotld helping implement a wide
vanety programmes in :he areas |
. of population, rural employment |
aed  agricultaral production. ‘
Citing USAID help in acem
project she said that sparrso‘s
capabilities to receive and aznal-
yso data will be of valus . got
coly to Bangladesh, but also to
olher countries of the region.*

A documentary made by
NASA on Seieilites over Bangla-
desh was alse shown og the
occasion., - |

~ in the northern parts of the coun
- yry coupled with  decline in the
flow of the Ganges Padma follos ]
- Wing commissioning of tha .
Farakka Barrage,. =~ -«
Noting such varied perfor- .
- -1 mances and immense potentiali-
L o ties of benefits from the space-
. o - - 1.8ge _ techaology and research.
-+ Professor Christiansen gave a-
- background of NASA's prog-
ramme and said that' jt was
aimed at beanefitting the maakind.
r recalliag great traditions of
Bangladeshi  scientists down
from Jagadish Chandra Basso
aod . Professor. Satyen Bose
| of tpa Dbaka  University, he i
alsojlaudedjSPARRSO scientists
.~ 8 number of whom had been |
" irained in the United States by
NASA to handle the space-age |
technology for the benefit- of .
their countrymen, A
Rear Admiral Sultan Ahme
| thanked the QUSAID and the |
S . - NASA for extending their help ! - .
| : i 118 bhand to'the ACEM project . ° -
: ! and said that it wogld fucther +
r- cement the existing strong ties
I
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of friendship and sipcere feelings

between the United States and
Bangladesh |
He said that by receiving - -

the NASA award the first of
. : -1ts kind outside America the :
- "+ SPARRSO had not only made
national impact but had _also ;
tmade signicant contributions to |
| wards international collaborative f
programmes. The Bangladesh |
~ grverament  attaches  high
| pnonity  tothe progress and
. ' development of SPARRSO and
. 't _look forward for its- greater
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