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Prof M. Miah™
Prof Moniruzzaman Miah, Dean of Faculty of Sc:ence

DU talks to our Correspondent -of Education - . Affairs on
university’s autonomy, teachers preoccupation with private -
consultancy jobs, academic calender, session jam and

- s—— b

'ects aca

N.N. Why did you swtich

to suggest ‘thati am against
students politics. It is for

- them to choose their own
- course of action but, time
has come. I believe, to evolve

a natiomal consensus on one.
issue. And it is that n0 one

o,

- over from pink to white panel ?
do you view your success ? -
Prof M.M. I must cnnl’:ss
you have really put me in a very
§ embarrassmg gitaation. by ask- '

. ing me this question. OQur
- . conception of  University

T

Autonomiy does not merely

-consist in keeping the univer-

- clous external _
also ensuring - a decentralised
and democratic administrative

-

1‘

t

asked me, let me tell you that
~we, the whites, believe that-

sity insulated from all perni=
influences but

freedom. Election are a natural

many other issues here, ' o ;

"

teacher’s publication are not

like baubles. Most of these are
published in professional jour-

nals and therefore one ray oot

the publications of some of our

Prof. MM. Look, a univefsit§ :

should do anything as would
lead to clgsure of the Univer.
sity. and everyone cocerned
shuu!d see that It continues to -
function withﬂut let or
hindrance, |

system within the university come across them-ralways. In N.N: Should UDWEISNY
it}’:elf.'- I irmly believe thisis Tact, I am sometimes surprised Order “,f 73 be amended by the
indespensable for acdemic by the number and quality of  Govt without consulting the

- teacher? What about autonomy

coroliary to the process of younger teachers. And .1 of the University?
democratization. We also would reckon that our Prof M.M: After 15 years of
take part in elections but, teachers are putting out experience since the Dhaka
wo always try to keep elen-‘ quite valeable researches,and  University Order, 1973 began

tionering at a low key.
entirely our internal matter,

However, since you have

there is. ample - scope for
ameliorating the entire gamut
of the administrative- machi-
nery * of the University ;
but our association with pink
was, we felt, acting as a posi-

. tive hmdrance to doing our bit

and contributing towards that.

Hence we had to part company.

- As regards our success,
am ' quite

This is

Prof. M. Mizh
used her prerogative to declare
a day's holiday so that the Bri-

tish peoplé could enjoy the
matrimonial pageantry. -This
was a very exceptionil occassion

a sizable number of
teachers now have a niche in
the academic world. However,
if all of us could not fully ex-
ploit our potentialities and
put forth our best is due to the
fact that we are caughtina
vortex, so to say, of heavy tea-

ching load further compounded -

by- .the session jam,
uncertain academic calender,
administrative duties of a
large university, paucity of
funds for research and lack

the DU

- of institutional and infrastrue<— -

‘tural support.

No less impors™--

to be implemented many ﬂf us
feel that certain provisions
of this piece flow -need
improvement. But any unila- ,
teral decision on the~ part
of the government without
prior consultation with the
Unwersnty Teachers Associa--
tion will simply serve tutreatef
bad blood between the govern-
ment and the teachers. In any
case nothing should be done at
the ¢expense of avtonomy of
the Universities and academic
: freedum of the teachers.

pleased with the and no one else than the Queen - tant is the il 1; NN Should teachmg of
| | _ prevailing politico-
+yosdlt of the recently\held —.ouig do it, And here? If - socio-economic climate of the -E“gl‘fg be reemphasized? How
we got 11 seats and the blaes  Some  bigwig  dies /you ' country which has remained in 80 't A€ WACe eReRve In, Lhe
ba'gad 22 "qualitatively we are havea holiday, ifyou win a state of flux and which touches nee ot traine s’
~DAES » quallialively acricket match you close.  everbody. Prof MMk If academic

1

no inferiar, for, five of us are

among the top ten vote getter,
and the total percentage of vote

cast in favour of all our candi-
dates is only slihily tess than

. that for.the blues.

T

. N.N. Do you think grou-
ping among teachers. effect the

. down, and if there is a freshers -

reception in one - deparftment.
you have a day off. This
practice must stop. Students
should also be’ more respon-
sible not to interfere with the
administrative decision uf the

uajversity, .
' clnsurc duc to

- N.N. People say that some
teachers of DU are extremely

busy with private cﬁnsultancy

O you agree?

Prof M.M.Yes, it |5true But
they are tﬂmpted to'do it for
several reasons.One, since
funds: for researeh are not

standard has suffered at any
~ stage of our education system
and if { am asked to identify -
the singlemost important cause
of this, I would say it i1s the
firm national policy on lan-
guage. Can therebe any two
opinion that our mother tongue
should be the medium of ins-

_ students too ? | Yes. the d  res ; ) f
Prof MMM, No, I don’t fiood hala put a spanner into ~easily available, consuitancy truction at ali stages of our
. think so, although lndwidualﬂ our scheme of things for the offers them an. opportunity education system? Aund should

¥

teachers and students both may

“try to take advantage of & situa-

tion like this. But so far such

~ matter has not come to my
"~ knowledge.

N:N. With '}uur academic
' calender will it be possible to

;. Streamline session jam at you

+Taculty? How many years

will’

current academic year, Soon
I am - going to consult the ,
departmental chairmen ‘to
assess the situation” and find
out ways and means of adjust-
ment to the proposed calénder.

MNN. Your idea about the
standard of education at DU—
is it better than the 608 7-. |

of dotng some research. ‘Two,

the extra income earned he]ped

- them to Jead a more . comfort-

able ' life to which . every
human being would normally
look forward. Please permit

me to mention that the country -

. also benefits from, the work of

“the loca.l cnnsultanta because,

_r, ,the samé Jﬂhf done hjr 2} fnrmg-

we differ onthe point that-
English for historical and vari-
ous other reasons be taught as
the second language at the
secondary schools ? But only
fulsome announcements have
been made in this _regard since
,cJong and therefore not much
prngress has been made.
Hanv case, I Delieve there is nn

it take? How do you planto “Piaf M.M. Well, today we- - .ner.. would,, cost ten to alternative to planned and sus-
adjust unscheduled clnsures . have many more academlgall; twenty - times more with tained efforts towards tackinga '
due to flood ot other reasons? - .par equipped teachers than no better résult.” However no ~ problem. That is how I look at

Prof M.M. [ do believe that

session jam can be eliminated

within a span of three years,
proviced we plan to do so. An
academic calendar of the type
we are trying to follow in the
Faculty of Science provides

- only the framework within

needed is our commitment to- - improved ? . at large. However, the siga \

. wards achieving this goal. Bit i‘if:::; T%g:,;gn thgﬁ;‘;rfh:' Prof MM: Arms ratth of our stydengt___puptﬁlatlnn 1::

- students also  should realize university lons ~ would like and frequent unscheduled ~the Universitics  has  no
that demanding shifting of . _theit - students to learn and closure of the university do yet reached a level which calls
dates of examinations forone = * o0 oo actually acquire. seriously impale our work and for any restriction in number.

« reason or the other or closing Students have very . genuine  create an atmosphere of uncer- If the job market has not ex-

‘line the session jam.

whmh to do the planning.
But this itself cannot stream-
What is

down the university on flimsy

grounds do not. serve their inte-

rest even the least. It istime
they shunned their politics of

_pressure on the administration.

Unscheduled closure has

been the bone of our agader_nic :
life, so to say, in the university.

Whilel donot wish to burt

during the 60s. But the freshers
we are admitting to.the Univer-
sity seem to have a poorer back-
-ground then before.” particul-
arly their proficiency in
‘language is inadequate for
receiving university education,
This, of course is due to poor
schooling, Meanwhile there has
been a tremendous knowledge
‘explosion, particularly in the

grievances oo, particularly,
‘about their madequate and
~squalid living conditions and
the low nutritional value of the
food they are served in  the
dormitories even then I would
hazard a guess that the achie-
vement of the top one-fourth
of our boys and 311‘15 when

teacher should be allowed to
do any consultancy job at the
expense of his duiies and res-
ponsibilitiés at the university.

The DU Syndicate-has taken

note of i_t and has constituted
a committee to frame rules

‘and tegulations in this regard.

NN: The present atmosphere

“of DU 1s not at all conducive

for studies. How can it be

" tainity and panic.

DU is a national institus-
tion and it isin
interest that it should be allo-

wed to  function unhindered

- from any quarter whatsoever,
. The University is itself or we

the teacheis are not the poli-
tical adversaries of anybody,

the national

this problem too.

" 'NN: Should university edu-
cation be selective. in the con-

_textof our job market ?.

Prof M.M : Since Univer-
sity education is expensive there
is some merit in-the argument
that we should import such
knowledge to our ' graduates
as would benefit the society

panded, that is due to the fai- °
lure of our national planning

process and mechanism. Mind
~ that we do not have any man-.
power planning. In the absence
of an appropriate man-power
planning and an well-defined job

anybody’s feelings, may I say they pass out of here is better be it the government or oppo- market any restriction on num-

. that we Bengalees are & ver; than that in the 60s, at least ST |
emotional g:atlﬂﬂ Let -mi " their horizon of knuwledg is - sition. ber of entry to the Universities-|
elaborate. “When . Churchill wider. Tt[ithm:{ure ﬁ;.:‘: to . llit:dmi will only serve to.put back the
died all our educational .stan y t political - clock of development "and

battles be fought on the campus
and not elsewhere. It does not

the
pgngh but at DU we dcnot see really serve anybody on 21“ country,
ntcary’s it goes against the
much in terms of publications  contrary’sit g 2 Interviewed by Sameena

why ? | countrys interest. This is not ;,)'/ |

N.N. There is a saying that

t- | A it 1 wn ;
- institutions were closed do professor must. publish or

-but there was no heliday in -
Britain! When Princess Marga-

] ret was going toget married,
__ Her Royal Highness the Queen

retard our match towards the




