| Khaleda Zia has said

BNP- Chairperson Begum
the people
have now .united to free the
country from the grip of this
“oppressive, liar and killer”
government. _

“Our programmes are being’
successful one after another as
people are now spontaneously
joining those because they want
to get rid of the misrule of .
Awami League government.”
said the Leader of the: Opposi-
tion in Parliament.

‘Begum Zia was addressing a -
nuge gathering at the North
Gate of Baiful Mukarram
mosque in connection with the

| Opposition's sit-in-demonstra-

tion around the Secretariat
yesterday.

She started her speech at
12:58 pm and could speak only
for about three minutes, She
had to leavé the spot as uniden-
tified elements exploded bombs

| and fired shots indiserimi-

nately and police lobbed tear
gas shells.Thousands of peo-
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eople now united against
~ Bomb blasts, gunshots stop Khaleda’s speech

By Staff Correspondent

ple’s ran for safety.

Begum Zia sald that the Op-
positionn took up the sit-in pro-
gramme as the government con-
tinued to sign 'anti-state agree-
ments’ one after another and
Tloot’ people's wealth.

The AL government during
its rule has completely ruine

the national economy, there is
virtually no trade and business
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in the country and production
in mills and factorles has
stopped, she alleged. -

cational*institutions -have now
become feriminals, dens. “There
are"n"ﬁﬁcadenﬂcfactiﬂ ties ¥as.

S [

térrorists, and Jrapists®™have ‘|

camped on the campuses. ™™

Referring to AL's claim th |
See page 11 Col5, | 0,
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¢+BNP chief; further-edu-

~ Khaleda

From page 1
it. believes in and practises
democracy, she said tﬁat in the
| past the nation had witnessed
| how that Ea.rty introduced one-
! party Baksal system in the

banned all political parties,
| closed down all newspapers and
‘snatched away independence of
the judiciary. Moreover, they
resorted to Killing and kidnap-
| Ping by raising “private forces”.
she added.

Now coming to power again,
l Begum Zia said, AL resorted to
Fepression , torture and killing
| ©1 opposition leaders and ac-

il vate force”. |
3 At this time, a powerful
o[ bomb exploded near the barbed
| wire barricade put up by police
b and close to a policeman stand-
ing beside a riot car.- -~
Despite- the -explosion, she
tried to continue her speech but
she could not as indiscriminate

explosion of bombs and firing -

of shots started.

The BNP Chief joined the sit-

In at 10:25 am and sat in on a

chair among the party leaders

and activists a few yards from
the barricade. Her ‘white jeep

- and a pick up

were kept close to her.

. As the trouble started, gov-
ernment security personnel and
private security men instantly
cordoned the Opposition
Leader, took her into the JEep
and left the spot. A close aide of
Begum Zia claimed that tear gas
shelis hit her car.

r.. Begum Zia then went to her
29 Minto Road official resi-
dence and stayed
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there up to

Violence at the sit-in spdt_'f |

,and its adjoining areas contin-
ued for about two hours.
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| Uvists by forming “party’s pri-

van of 8B police -
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| name of democracy.Then it |




