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! ihe curse of illiteracy -after, completion?of. a six-
I month Jong.literacy drive.’ The news “report pub-
/1 lished by“The: Daily: Starvsaid: 'a. total of~200,100
L |people were! given ‘prelirninary. knowledge of :'Faférsu:*l'ﬂT _
- . l'ing and writing through 6,670 mass ‘educdtion cen-.
~ ftresinfour thanas.” .~ + © o0t s T
|, Giving the happy tidings DC Nuruzzaman Khan |
. told a' news _agénc%r Prime Minister Hasina would {
CeL | herself. make a “formal -announcement’ of the
" " | achievemeént in a public.meeting on September 16.
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This-last piece of information seals the chance of |

o a;ljy ldck of-authenticity -of the report. And we:can |
a5 ' |

ely réjoice ovér the achievement of Magura., - .~ |

I .Ridding some .areéa of; illitéracy somehow rings a
. | bell'in the-mind: In fact, many bells. It started pos--

;i - 7 |sibly at Mithapukur, Rangpur in' Pakistan-times -
P - aind, how. we- all ‘célebrated itl, No-one possibly lied
o - .| over Mithapukur's achievement.-But then in the fo-

"’ Tlowing years the area wis found-to be:as bristling’

with. illiterates ds anywhere glse ini. Bangladesh. '
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; | Then there i$ the suspicious-sounding wordings
. - _|'w given preliminary knowledge of reading -and
' ™ writing. How much time do the primary schools
© - |-need to ‘'literate’ a child of five?'Mind that the child
is then“at its highest receptive brain power. How |

| much time will it take to effectively enable an |
| adult.to read, and write?.Six months of intensive ;.
", instruction perhaps can do- it "if it .is,«.u-i-'mpartﬂtﬂ-'1l
| | without gaps. But six months. of continuous inten- |
i_' .+ .| sive training for two lakh adults is an‘?iﬂipﬂssible-_"
g - “|proposition for everywhere except Magura. - .
|~ The alphabet is such a wonderful invention of
. | “{ man that one needn't léarn all the ways this can be.
! .- }+manipulatéd. One can self-teach” much:of these at-

ter one has been led into’its rudiments. This facil-:}

| | ity is balanced, . unfortunately, by the fact.that new”
¢ -~} literacy rusts fast if not exercised by, poring over

.~ | ever newreading material. While congratulatingy

t” | the Magura people on- their achievement, ’;,iwé: ‘'want”

| to underline that second aspect of literacy.” = . I
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