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| % This is for the first time that unwermty teachers
| in a large body, one hundred of JU teachers to be..
precise, have come forward taking an-unambigu-
-ous public stance on student politics. Echoing the ™
President's recent call for a 10-year moratorium |
| on student politics they have -formally declared
| this support for it urging that effective measures be
taken to put it in place. Making a distiniction be-
tween student activism in support of political par-
ties and student politics . that is internalised and
| purely institution-oriented . —divorced from any |
| links with national political parties — the teachers |
i said they would not mind*to see latter kind of 'poli-
~ ties' on the campus. el
 The print media by and large has a]reacly been
‘forthcoming about‘President Shahabuddin's ring-
{ ing calls for placmg a ban on student politics rein-
forced by the political parhes failure to rid them-
| selves of their student fronts and vice versa, - de-
spite the entreaties galore:from.all quarters. The
guardians of students have been’ generally support-
ive of the President's concerns over political recti- |
'~ tude on the campusand his calls for a moratorium |.
- ~on student politics. Despite such overwhelming |
e E media and public endorsement of the moral posi-
tion to exorcise victous politics. from the campus,
‘there has been a missing link of a most.vital com-
ponent of the university population — the teachers |
- — choosing to remain inarticulate about it. Now |i
that Jahangirnagar University teachers have |,
spoken, the teachers of other universities and im- |
- portant edueatlenal inetltutlens must speak out .
toa. - - , - : |
They aré the cream of the semety leaders of edu- |
- cation, guardians of the students and persons |
highly knowledgeable, in the 'in's and outj of
~campus politics and outside environment. Last but |
not the least, the teachers are-'politi¢al animals',”
and so too are students, both highly perceptive of
- and keen on whatever is happemng in the national
political arena and- having their opinions on it.
For reasons of their, intimaté -understanding of the.
students' sensibilities and requlrements the teach-
ing community is best. placed to’ provide us guid-
ance in this matter. They must first discuss the
pros and cons of the'proposed 10-yéar - morato-
. rium, come fo a consensus on the definition of stu--.
dent politics that may be pérmissible within the-|
four walls of academic .institution given the dic-
tum that 'today's students need to be groomed as
. tomorrow’'s leaders’, and then publicly voice their

comprehensive support for a suitable. moratorium.

on student politics as we know it. "_.i €5
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