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the gevemment to speed up the
pace of reforms.

. Referring to the banking sec-
tor, the culture of loan default.
influence of associations and:

‘trade unions, the.finance min-
| ister observed that “the nation
cannot progress without a
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, “The freed for a national coii- marid was also hindehr{ plee-“"Ln rchalrrnan of . Publie Acéounts ; higher than the previous rate.

sensus-to reform the adminis-  ple’s participation expeeted ina* }rCemmittee in’ erharnent S5.M.1 Banking supervision has also
tration has been stressed by democratic.culture. A ‘modus ’*Akfﬂm MP,: JP whip Fazle]| -been made more effective and
“ministers, politicians, business operandi should :be:évolved’ H I “~Rabbi, MP, ﬂhﬂll'maﬂ ﬂf Public| borrowers have réceived the
tleaders, bankers.:academiecs, finance the, pelitieal partleer Administratien ‘Reforms meeeage that they have to pay
“formér civil servants and bu—- and-keep them accountable, 53 '3, HCummiseien* {PARC] A.T.M.{ back,” the finance minister
_reaucrats to make if service ori- = .To_ensure neutrality’ of tHe’”"Shamsul.- -Hug,. Garda“Forum/{ said. ' ‘
vented.. dynamic,. ‘dccountable adminisiration; a.'set of ofiti- f}ﬂlﬂhlef Dr Kamal Hossain,* The: Similarly, the minjster said,

and’ committed: to etrengthen- cal appointees could help. ‘the * > Deily aStar.. editors Mahfuz. Eublie opinion should als¢ be
, former . finance minister|” built up for bringing about ad-

¥
wig v o4 Necessary laws have been en-
! A gﬂ{_ acted. I can say that since 1996

iing the feundat:ene of democ- _political . gr:ﬂ.:'ernmentJ keep "’-ﬁ_i _
racy."’ ? “track of. lmp]ementatjgn of its™*"A. M A Muhith, .Left Frent ministrative reforms. He noted
Speaking at a Roundtible on puhcﬁr they said. .-« ® »-tord3 ri‘ leader ' Rashed :Khan ;Mennn 1 that associations and uniene
| Lthg Sfate ﬂf Public Administra- e participants: EuggEEtEd g,a. Prdneipal Secretary to thé | were against reforms. '

*tion “Reform, organised by the  that civil servants mdrjmilitaﬁ‘ﬂ}?ﬂmﬁ Minister. Dr.S."AZSamad,| “~ He also emphasised dewn-
| daily Prothom Alo at a city ho-  officers .not: be-allowed 161 i ‘Brésident.’ of Metrepelitan sizing and decentralising the
}tel yesterday, they said a strong  politics within:five }rEﬂrS ofi ré-* ,F,Ghamber of Comrneree'r and In--| administration. _
‘political commitment -was tirement, ., %4} ¢ ¥7) Lf:-”"_“‘” dustries .Mahbub® Jamil,.IRD}{ - , The minister said there had
‘heeded to downsize the bureau- Par]jﬁmentafy cdommittees . 9 -secrétary,and NBR' ehairman been "back door” entry of
[teracy ‘to tailor it to.serve the - shoild bg activated and adtitin—w+ AbdalyMiyeed Choudhiury,-Prof| 16,000 people on, the payre]i,qﬂ
; + peeple hefter o=~ "-‘*""""’*mtratiun madedccotifitable ber~¥-Mohabbat Khan-of Dhaka- Unis the government through project
Devolution of the cen- fore public représentatives-io- v-‘"'vermty fnrmer eeeretaﬁy Nu-1 appemtmente Such practices
e

'transﬂd and ; compartmen- - inake demeereey funetien het- . runnabi Choudhu puly| are tellifig upon the quality of
‘talised administration s essen-. _ter. they said. o o eban gOVEInor of . Bangladesh. Bankr’ the government as they are not
|tie] to keep pace with the rise in _ Since independence there birahim Khaled Prof D u recrutted throug er he
| pepulatlen and dE‘J’Ell}PIHEHtE' ‘have.been 20 I'Epﬂl'tﬁ 1dcﬂt1fy » I\I’Il.lIfﬂ'.i'.?l.SiI'z.a Mamun ﬂf Dhﬂkﬂ added. '

['in" 4 demiocratic- sociefy, they  ing the.need to' reform: the bu-: -Unwereity Khurshid iAlam and, Initiatigg the discussiony ‘-
| said. reaucracy, including four major ., Subroto Dhar, ef the Wer]dl editor Mgatiur Rahman saiq
| Police ‘and intelligence ser-  studies, two of them carried outs, Bank. ¥ w:} s 1ta3 L w’f public adminfypation s
| vices should come under the . by .the- UNDF and the: i World rq :Mubhith presented the E}Im‘]- egacy of |
| command of public répresenta- B&ﬂk -But not rauch regreee gmary of discussions.. %, " "§, 3 yet to adapt itself fo't
| tives o free the peoplé from un- has:-béen achievé ‘they * Winding up the dieeueemne; -a democrayy.
| necessary harassment and op- lamented, underlying the need.” = S.A:M.S. Kibﬂﬂ said thé gov-§  The allégation®
¢ pression, the- Betar and BTV = for pulitieal eemnntment tn . erniment had given die impor- || bureaucracy, are ths
i should be freed from all sorts of make it.. s % if.5% o tance to the need for.adminis- people, rid
" state controi and the right to in- Moderated by Prothem Ale trative reforms which had been| nipresent cor
" formation act shouid be enacted  editor Matiur. Rahman the ‘lacking ‘under .the previous/ tapism. It gain fat to majn-
' to help growth of a civil society, Roundtable particlpants in- ‘regimé. Prime Minister. Sheikh tain its' presence. Some 47,000
- the perti ipants ocbserved, cluded. Finanee Minister :Hasind .has™ emphaeised “the; people are said to be 'surplus i
. They also stressed that the S.A.M.S. Kibria, TEducation. ,need for it, he added. He also| the state sector, he said gueting
+ pervasive influence of black - -Minister- AHSK Sedlque BNP . .said that the develepment part- | a government appointed com- -
' money and muscle power and - leader -and formér commerce - - ners of Bengiadeeh also wanted | mittee report prepared by for-
: i]]egﬂ weaporns at their com- ministepr” Shrarsul ISIEI.ITI MP . . SEE Pﬂgﬂ 12 Cﬂl 4 . ner civil servant Nurunnabi
L C . S S | Choudhury. But the bureaucracy
is yet to become accountablg
despite the return of pgr- |
lidrmentary democracy, Maliur

Rahrmn added.

' He said red tape and corrup-
tien have been wasting people’s -
.money and time and infringing .
& on their fundamental rights,

/| eating into the national re-
sources prompting prnne min- .
ster to remark that “ files do not
move without fuel”.

PARC chairman Shamsul
Huq said the commission-is
going ahead with its pro--
e . i gramme, -trying to help the ad--

S dieeed]  ministration reach the services
iR o to the people. The summary of
"""" sl the discussions will be analysed
and a report given to the gov-
ernment, he added. -

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate an in-
ternational workshop on

March 14-16 when she would .
make a policy speech, he said.

Earlier, nnnister Sedique
said lack of political consensus
has obstructed effective and’
good governance. On the current

| Baucation Minister AHSK Sadique (second from Tight) speake. at the e Roundtable while Dy e ol e ir

" (from left) PARC chairman A T-M ‘Shaifisul Heq, Prethem Alo editor Matiur {{dhman But resignation of the Chief
(moderator). and. former finance minister A M A.Muhith listen] The minister said the; Election Commissioner, which
gevernment i3 willing to talk to end the current pohtleal f‘ensm hut cahnot dleeuee CEC’ :?' is a constitutional office, could
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., not be a subject of discussion
reelgnatmn ' i- T - - Star phet between the gevernment and

oppositiorn.
Shamsul Islam MF ef BNP

observed that reform process
did not address the main issues.
“The biggest need is to reach the
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™ services. td peeple who are Hy-
g Ing in the thana and district
. levels, streamiining the admin-
istration of land ownership.
The administration is. suffering
because of indiscipline and cor-
. Tuption. Law and order has be-
come a big preblern because of
the culture of ‘maastans’. - -‘We
all have to think about the vi-
‘cious circle and avoid the path
of dividing the nation.” -
S5.M.Akram MP of Awami
League said the fact that gov-
ernment wants reforms is re-
flected in the formation of the
commission. There should be a
-consensus in and outside par-
liament on what should the*
agenda of reforms in the next
hweFdeeades he added.
+ Fazle Rabbi MP- of Jatiya
Party said effective parllame:;rl-
tary committees would help re-
* duce the gap between the minis-
ters and the bureaucrats, - %\
Dr Kamal Heseain a former -

foreign and law mj
nist -
served there is or off

FEWE a 12-point outline
ﬂrms . -' "

Mg]ll ,palled for 1mpreving the
of “civil -8ervice . includ-
ingt e Public Service Cemmlg- ’

Sion, dewneizmg the ‘

overn-
mernt, deeentralieing agminrlrel-
tration; abehehing LGRD, ap:

. Plying law imparfially e
stab- -
Fe hing a neutraj prgeeeuting |
agency, abolishing official se- |

Crecy act and. engnar
in romo-
tions on merit, g p o

Menon streésed that -
forms showld include tgreere :
;l:;régs inc dln the election

S g olitic |
the F}ec} n;lstrl:a‘tlen > not only "
ol/Mohabbat Khan' s .
formsAnitiated by PARC aif;:t
to be mplemented because “Gur
leaglers carinot see beyond their
ngSe. The lack vision and
; rategic inking. At higher
/ chelons -of bureaucracy, there .
IS 10 change in their thinking
which has ifs bearings upon the
reforms. Even,the cvi] society

has also failed to tak
stand for the reform " - etreng

Muyeed Choudhuy

Iy eal]ed
for ehangini the culture of “our
man” in € administration

and i preving the li ~
the eivil service puaity of
recruitment. t_hreugh prep er.

Nurunnabi Choudhy
headed ‘the reforms eem?ni?fe:
in 1993-96 suggested reforms in
magistracy and police to im-
prelve law and order.

n a multi- -party dem
administration is partmerfa{ﬂr
ea;t}j1 Dr S.A, Samad. He agreed
:;gm It:}liyeinefl.n;:[geet1ene for. free-

ormatdtio

eeeﬁr{ngfmattere ! exeeptlng -

altluz Anam said &
tiveness of reform r;Iepem?;T '
‘the credibility of the govern-’
ment that.initiates it. When g
new gevernment takes over, he
faati_in]t be%lns with high -

5 Dul subsequently s
.compromising on its t:lEtert:arnr)i[-5
nation and commitment, |

The shelved report of the

commission for
the Betar and By oo™y for

the crisis of credibijli
ity in t
ﬁ vernment, he said. ge Wﬂlll]li]
ave felt eiicouraged if the judi-
ciary was separated (from the
executive) and Radio "and TV
: wege given autenemy |
nam committed
szfpert to.the PARC annellﬂljl'ilz
ernment if thes
%errne sincerely. v wanted lje /




