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mand_was also hindgrjng peo- " chatrman’ uf Public Accounts

" ple’s participation expected in a Committee in parliament S.M.

democratic culture. A modus - Akram MP, JP whip Fazle
operandl should be’evolved to  Rabbi, MP, chairman of Public

‘finance the political parties! Administration Reforms
and keep them accountable. Commission (PARC] A.T.M.

+To ensure neutrality of the ~-*Shamsul--Huq, Gara Forun
administralion, a set of politi-. chlel Dr Kamal Hossain, The

cal appoiniees could help the:: Daily Star editor Mahfuz
political government: keep P Anam, former finance minjsier

!
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ﬂ,. The ncad for a national con-
.sensus to reform the-adminis-
‘tratfori_has been stressed by
[ imintsters, politiclans, business:
?leaders, banker& racademics,
formeér, clvit’ servants and bu-
‘reaucTats to make if-service ori- -
-ented.: ;dynamic,. accountable
andcommitted: to sirengthen-
Ing the fnundat!nns uf democ-

| racysuRes e L A - track- of implementation of its ° A.M.A. Muhith, Left Front
. lataRuundmb]g on - - policy, they said. £ leader Rashed Khan Menon,
I the tate af Public;Administra- | e T e participants suggcsted . Principal Secretary to the

- tton'Reforny .ofganised by the . i that civil servants and,mili *7. Brime Minister Dr §. A’ Samad.

daily Prothom Alo at a city ho- *- offlcerd, not. a]!uwed;"m résident’’ of Metropolitan

‘tel ay. {hey sald a strong - politics_within ﬂw: years u ré- 3 I.Chamher of Commerce:and In-

.polltical commitment:, was ' tirement..,, % .1t » srgprzoo 0NN dustries .Mahbub Jamil, [IRD

ticeded to downsize the bureau: ~  Parlidrhentary committees , secretary and NBR' chairman

~cracy. to tatlor it to.serve the- shuuld’he activatéd and admin- & 1-Abdul:Miryveed Choudtrury, Prof
e e*hetter““*"“*'“f"*"*?,“*r“"'**iduntiﬂn ihade accountable be=™~ Mohabbat Khan -of Dhaka Unis

fore priblic representatives- lnf**'ﬂ:fsity former secretary Nu-
> make democracy function bet-% " runnabi. Choudhu epuly
ter. they sald. ﬁgv&rnnr of Bangla esh Bank
. Since tndependenc: there ' Ibrahim Khaled. Prof Dr
have.been 20 reporte Identify-, - Muntasir. Mamun - of Dhaka
; ing the need to reform‘the bu-s . University, Khurshid Alam and

Jreaucracy including four major *, Subroto Dhar of the World]

.« Devolution of ° th: cen-
tralis:d and -.compartmen-
‘talised administration ts essen- .'
tial to keep pace with the rise in
pnpulatinn and developments
in. :il dcmucratiﬂ St::uciety they .
“sal

4 o

Pulice ‘and {ntelligence ser- - Btudies, two of them carried out + Bank.-
N viccs should come under the . by the-UNDP and the World . Muhith presented the sum-
command of public representa-  Bank. But not much ‘sarngr&is © . mary of discussions. 1
. tives to free the peoplée from un- has . been achleve the - Winding up the discussions

“ to help growth of a civil soclety,
! Hﬂlt‘_'f

' mon

lamented, underlying the need S.A.M.S. Kibria said the gov-

‘necessary harassment and op- - .
pression, the. Betar and BTV  for political cummitmﬂnt to emment had given due impor-
should be freed from all sorts of ~make it. ' -+ tance to the need for adminis-
state control and ihe right to in- Moderated by Prﬂtham Alo trative reforms which had been
‘formation act should be enacted editor Matiur Rahman,  the lacking under the previous

Roundtable participants in-
. tluded Finance Minister
- 5.A.M.8. Kibria, Education
-Minister AHSK Sadique BNFP

Hasina -has emphasised the
need for it, he added. He also
.said that the development part-

leader and former commerce  ners of Bangladesh also wanted
, ministep”Shamsul Islam MP. - See Page 12 Col 4
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the participants observed.

s0 stressed that the:
pervasive Influence of black -
-arid muscle power and -
weapnns al their comn-- .
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regime. Prime Minister Sheikh,
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Educat.mn Mmist.er AHSK Sadlque (second from nght) speakﬂ at the Roundtahle WhllE

%* .resignation. ;

" (from left) PARC chairman A T M ‘Shamsul Haq, Prothom Alo editor Matiur liahman
(moderator} and former finance minister A M A Muhith listen. The minister said the
government is willing to talk to end the current political crisis but cannot discuss CEC's
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i the government to speed up the
pace of reforms.
Referring to the banking’

| tor, the culiure of loan de aull

| influence of associations and:
trade unions, the. finande min-
ister observed that “the nation
cannot progress without a

sound banking system”.

“We have public opinion
against the Inan defaulters.

{ Necessary laws have been en-

acted. I can say that since 1996
the reco rate has been much
higher than the previous rate.

Banking supervislon has also
been made more effective and
borrowers have recelved the

" message that they have to pay

back,” the f{inance minister

- sald.

Similarly, the minister said,
ublic opinion should also be
uilt up for bringing about ad-

ministrative reforms. He noted
that assoclations and unlons
were against reforms. -

He also emphasised down-
sizing and decentralising the
adminisiration. _

The minister said there had
been *back door" entry of
16,000 people on the payroli of
the government thruugh project
appointments. Such practices
are telling upon the quality of
the gpovernment as they are not
recrulied thro . he

egacy of the Brit

yet to adapt itself fo
a democracy.

bureaucracy, are that i t \s_afti-
people, ria(llun wj[ﬁ om-
nipresent cortuption and\red

tapism. Il gained fat to m
1311:1 its' pre!:éen:ﬂisume 47,090
people are sald to be surplus |
the state sector, he said guuting
a government appointed com-
mitiee report prepared by for-
mer civil servant Nurunnabil
. But the bureaucracy,
is yet io become accounfabl
despite the relurn of p
liamentary democracy, M
Rahran added.

He said red tape and corrup-
tion have been wasting people's -
meney and.time and Infringing
on their fundamental rigius,
eating into the national re-
sources prompling pnme min-
ster to remark that - files <o not
mave without fuel”.

PARC chairman Shamsul
Hug sald the commission i1s
going ahead with its pro-
gramme, trying to help the ad-
ministration reach the services
to the people. The summary of
the discussions will be analysed
and a report given to the gov-
ermment, he added.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate an in-
iernational workshop on
March 14-i6 when she wouid
make a policy speech, he sald.

Earlter, minister Sadique
sald lack of political consensus
has obstiructed effective and
good governance. On the current
political stand-off, he said “if
necessary we shall talk”,

But restgnation of the Chief
Election Cammissioner, which
is 4 constitutional office, could
not be a subjecl of discussion
between the government and
opposition.

Shamsul Islam MP of BNP
observed that reforim process
did not address the main issues.
“The biggest need is to reach the

' come a big problem because of

‘of dividing the nation.”

. consensus in and outside par-

> chice the gap between the minis-

1s 1o change in their thinking

services to people who aré liv-
ing in the thana and district
levels, streamlining the admin-
istration of land owmership.
The administration is suffering
because of indiscipline and cor-
ruption. Law and order has be-

the culture of ‘maastans’. We
all have to think ahout the vi-
cloug circle and avold ‘the path

S.M.Akram MP of Awami
Leapue said the fact thal gov-
ernment wants reforms is re-
flected In the formation of the
commission. There should be a

llament on what should the
apenda of reforms in the next
two decades, he added.

- Fazle Rabbi MP of Jatlya
Party said effective parliamen-
tary commitiees would help re-

ters and the bureaucrats.

Dr Kamal Hossaln, a former
foreign and law minister, ob-
served there is a need for effl-
clent and nieutral bureauveracy
in a multlparty democracy and

fave a [2-point outline for re-
Orins.

He called for.improving the
quailly of civil service includ-
ing the Public Service Commis-
ston, downsizing lhe govern-
ment, decentralising adminis-
iratfon, abolishing LGRD, ap-
{leing law impartially, esta

ishing a neutral prnsecuting
agency, abolishing official se-
crecy act and ensuring promo-
tions on merit.

Menon streSsed that the re-
forms shoydd include every-
ithing incliding the election
process ghOd polltics, not only
the admynistration.

- ProfAMohabbat Khan said re-
formsAnitlated by PARC are yet
to beAmplemented because “our
leaglers cannoi see beyond their
e. They lack vision and
rategic thinking. At higher
chelons of bureaucracy, there

which has ilts bearings upen the

reforms. Even the civll soclety
has also failed to take a strong
stand for the reform.”

Muyeed Choudhury called
for changing the culture of “our
man” In (he adminlstration
and improving the quality of
the civil service through proper
recrultmenit.

Nurunnabi Choudhury who
headed the reforms committee
in 1993-96 suggested reforms In
magistracy and police to III'I.-
prove law and order.

in a multi-party democracy.
administration is

with the suggestions for free- -
dom of Information exccpting
securtty matters.

Mahfuz Anam sald effeg:
tiveness of reform depends
the credibility of the govern-
ment that initiates it. When a
new government takes over, he
said, it begins with high expec-
tations bul subsequently starts
compromising on its determi-
nation and commitment,

The shelved report of the,
commission for autonomy for
the Betar and BTV highlighted
the erisis of credub[lil in the

overnment, he said. “We would
ave felt encouraged If the judi-
ciaty was separated (from the
executlve} and Radio and TV
were given autonomy.”

Anam commifted media
support to the PARC and th-:A

S

anernmeni if they wanted re-
orms sincerely,

B

PR SEE SR S T

= Fovbxir 4

o R — Lo ..

part of it, |
- said Dr S.A, Samad, He agreed.
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